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FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR IN EUROPE
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fHE WESTERN THEATER OF THE WAR

ey

e

oelarsted by a strong attack from the
French fortifie] rone of Verdun.

The German retreat was es orderly
a3 that of tha French and Engliah had
been. The invaders took up an ad-
mirable defensive position. It ran
Just morth of the Alsne river, on &
series of blufte, then just north of
Chalons and through the wooded,
Tough regions of the Argonne and the
‘Woevre, joining hands hers with the
troops besieging Verdun. The allies
have tried this line {n vain ever since.

Both combatants now tried to turn
the west flank. Enormous bodles of
cavalry. On the part of the French
Flanders. On the part of the French
there was largely the desire to link up
with the Belgians, now being attackea
in Antwerp. The mighty slege guns
of the Germans made short work of
the Belginn seaport, however, and it
fell on October 9. The remnants of
the Belglan army retrested along the
sea coast and the Germans in a final
rush reached Ostend (October 15). -

Line Extended to the Sca,

‘The battle line of the Alsne was now
extended to the sea, the Germans hold-
ing the important Freach city of Lille,
whlile the allies kept Ypres in Belglum
and, partly by flooding the lowlands,
held the position of the Yser river and
canal.

From October.16 to November 10
was fought the desperate first battle
of Ypres, when the Germans suffered
enormous losses in attempts to break
through the line in Flanders and reach
Calais. They succeeded in pushing
back the allles only a little and the
invaslon of Sllesla by the Cossacks
finally {nduced them to dealst and
send re-enforcements to Russia.

The Germans in September had per-
formed the feat of pushing a sallent
into the French line sauth of Verdun,
which terminated on the west bank of
the Meuse river at St. Mibiel; while
the French had taken the offensive
with some succes in Champague at
about the same time,

For the most part throughout the
winter the fighting consisted of regu-
lar slege warfare, with heavy artillery
combats and mine and counter-mine.

The flooding of the River Alsne
from winter snows gave the Germans
a chance to entrap the French troops
on the north side of that river in the
viclnity of Soissons for a conslderable
distance and kill or capture most of
them (January 14).

Take Offensive in Spring.

With the spring, the French and
English attempted to take the offensive
at several points.

In the Vosges the dominating helght
of Hartmanuoswellerkopt was taken
and retaken geveral times in sanguin-
ary charges and finally remained in the
hands of the French.

The salient of St. Mihiel was also
subjected to tremendous French pres-
sure on botk “legs.” The French suc-
ceedod In gaining a little ground, but
the Germans, desplte the apparent
weaknens of the sharp wedgs they had
driven {nto the French line, could not

and later

CAMPAIGNS IN THE WEST

The first month and a half of the
western campalgn was made up of
startiing, swift xioves. Of September
112, after the defeat on the Marne, the
.Germans took up defensive positions
jalong the Alsne river. The ten and a
‘halt months since then have ssen 8
‘long deadlock,

The battle Iine of the Alsne and the
10138 quickly extended northeast to the
‘aea. Fighting has been continuous,
‘with tremendous losses. The general
situation has’ remained unchanged,
gains of a few ‘miles for one' side at
.one point offset by minor galns for
ithe enemy in otker sectors.

At the beginning of August the
'kalser took possesslon of the little
‘state df Luzemburg and demanded
ipassage through Belgium to the Fran-
{co-Belglan frontier.

‘ Permisslon to pass denfed, Von
|Einem attacked Liege (August 4).
{while other Garman armles passed
[sround the city and swept over the
svel Belgian roads at ‘s terrific rate.
|The little Belglan army ylelded Brus-
els and fell bnck to Antwerp and
hent.

! Flrst Bln Engagement.
i Not untll tHe Germans had almost
ed ‘the French border did the
¢t important engagement take place
1s generally ?nom as the battle

of Mone-Charlerol (about August 20-
s A

28), but at the same time thers was
severe fighting along the whole line
through Thionville in Lorreine and
along the Vosges In upper Alsace,
which the French had invaded with
temporary success.

This battle resulted in defeat for the,
Freuch and English.

be in
galning soms of the territory they hnd
lost.

The British aleo reported “victortea”
at Neuve Chapelle and Hill No..60, in
Flanders. Whether these should be
accounted successes for the allles is
dGoubtful. The British suffered ezor-
mous losses and at Neuve Chapelle
bungled aftalrs to the extent of shell-
Ing thelr own men who had taken Ger-
man trenches.

The next development was ths un-
expected use of poisonous gas fumes
by the Germans in attacks just north
of Ypres. With this novel weapon
they succeaded fn taking several small
villages and more then compensating
for the British galns south of Ypres.
The losses of tho French, Canadlans
and British were gevere, but they suc-
coeded in stemmlng the German on-
slaught effectively a fow miles back
from thelr former poslition.

Begln Series of Attacks,

‘The German line makes a sallent at
Solssons, though not suck a pro-
nounced one ss at St. Mihiel. The
fyench now began a serits of at
tacks on the upper side of this sallent,

to the north of Arras. Expending bun- |’

dreds of thousands of shells, they time
end again blasted away the barbed
wire and concrete

While some In
counter-attacks on the advancing Ger-
mans ‘at Peronne and at Gulise, the
Frenoh were obliged to fall back rap-
1dly to the line. of the River Marne.

On the Ieft the French had with.
drawn to below Paris and the western-
most Germanarmy, uader Von Kluck,
tollowed,

The garricon ¥ Paris was put in
thousands of mbtor cars and hurled on
Von Kluck’s flahk. The latter was mot
taken entirely unawares and met the
attack strongly, but at the same time
the army of Geperal Foch attacked the
German army an Von Kluck’s left and
drove it back. '

Driven Back From Paris.

The Germans had begun the battle
with five armies in line. The with-
drawal of the two farthest west now
cauged the retreat of the third, fourth
and Afth in that order, each in turn
finding its flank exposed by the with-
drawal of the ps on Ita right. At
the same timd the movement on the
east end of the German line was uo-

trenches, held by Crown Prince Rup-
precht of Bavaria’s men, and then
charged acroas the desolate ground for
slight galns.

The flghting centered about the su-
gar reflnery of Souchez and the great
German work called the Labyrinth.
Fighting went on in cellars and tun.
nels below the earth and the casual.
tles were heavy. The French bent the
German lne and captured the Laby-
inth, but whether the galns justified
thefr pacrifice {n human life 1s ques-
tionable.

In July, Crown Prince Frederick
Wiliam’s army attacked in the Ar
gonne forest, west of Verdun, and

‘succeeded in gainlng several hundred

yarde of shattered woodland and cap-
turing eeveral thousand Frenchmen.

Thers were rumora that the Ger
mans were re-enforcing for another
great drive toward Calals or Parls,
but the Teutonic campaign: in the
‘Weat continued to wait upon the
crushing of the much, weaker enemy
in Poland.

THE EASTEHH THEATER OF THE WAR
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The Germans

again have penctrated a
which marka the “kigh tide” of last aotumn,

close to Warsaw as the star

INTFRNATIONAL
SUNDAYSCH00L

LESSON

IBy E LLERS, Acting Director of
School Cnuue. The Moody Bible
Saminho of ohic

LESSON FOR AUGUST 8

THE KINGDOM TORN ASUNDER

- LESSON TEXT—I Kinge 12:6-26.

GOLDEN TEXT—Pride goetlr before
destruction, and & heughty spirit before
a fall. Prov. 16:8

Solomon’s kingdom though outward-
ly magnificent contained within
those germs of oppression, formal
liglons observances and the lax ex-
ample of an {ndulgent monarch which
speedily led to itg disruption after his
death. Forty yeats Solomon reigned,
but the latter engyof his life was none
00 peaceful. “He loved many strange
women” and “bis heart was not per-
tect with the Lord his God” (11:1, 4).
Rezon was his “adversary” (11:25)
and Jéroboam whom he at first sought
to conciliate (11:26-28) was finally
driven from the land (v. 40).
eleven contains the prophecy of which
this lesson is the fulfillment. “And
Rehoboam, his soz, relgned in his
stead” (11:43).

1-5. This place has an important his-

CAMPAIGNS IN THE EAST

The firat twelvemonth af fighting
between the Rugslans on one side and
the Austrians and Germans on
the other is & story of great changes
of fortune, both combatants being re-
peatedly driven back only to show
the greatest resiliecy in defeat and
B0OOD to resume the offensive in & most
surprising manner.

Russia's lozses tn the firat year of
the war are not approached by those
of eny natlon fo any war of history.

Slow to Moblilze. -

On Auvgust- 1, 1914, Germany de-
clared war on Russia. Almost imme-
diately the Germans crossed the fron-
tier at Thorn and the Austrians south
of Lublin. They were practically ua-
opposed because of the slowness of
mobllization {n Russia. The Grand
Duke Nicholas Nicholalevitch was
forced to gather bis main armies well
to the rear of the lins of great fort-
resses running through Kovno, Grod-
no. Ossowetz, Novo Georztevnk, War.
saw and Ivangorod.

On account of his deilrl to do all
he could to relleve tke French, who
were belng driven from northern
France by the amazing German rush
through Belgium, Nigholas attacked
sooner than he otherwise would have
done. As & result, he met two dlsas-
ters.

Hs sent General Samsonoff into
East Prussia from the south and
General Rennenkamp? into East Prus-
sla from tho east, the-latter winning
the first large engagement of the war
1a the East at Gumblnen,

At this moment the Germans, be-
Ueving that the French were well in
hand and about to bs surrounded on
thelr eastern ftrontler, quickly with-
drew 260,000 men from France snd
hurled them by rail into Esst Prus-
sia, where they fell upon Samsonoft
with crushing force in the great Ger-
man victory of Tancenberg (Aug. 28).

Meanwhile, the Austriane, leaving
only a few troops in Galicla to hold
back the Russizns advanclog from
Tarnopol on the line of the Gnila-Lipa,
struck the Russians en masse at Kras-
nik and routed them to Lublin.

Most Bloody Driva of War.

With two armies In dificulty, the
grand duke decided to abandon one
to its fate and save the other. Ha
throw re-enforcements {nto Lublin
and ordered the lue of the Gnila-
Lipa river be forced at any cost, In
one of the most bloody drives of the
war the Russfans advanced Into eas(-
ern Galicla and occupled Lemberg.

The Russians then advanced to
Rawa Ruska and took the Austrian
armies {n Poland in the rear, cutting
tham up trightfully.

Meunwhile Von Hindenburg had
completed his victory over SamsonoX
by turning on Rennenkampf and clear-
ing East Prussia of Muscovites. But
though Rennenkampf had been de-
feated and Samsonoft almost anni-
hilated, the Germaus,

The Russians wers now a8 far west
as Temow in Galicia, while their
Coesacke wers able to make raids into
Hungary farther south. ‘Hindenburg
concentrated a great force suddenly
in Silesia and began a drive from the
west against Warsaw and Ivan-
gorod. The Sibertan corps arrived
in the nick of time to save Warsaw
trom the ememy.

Hindenburg then drew oft the north-
ern section of his army in Poland to
the morth, thinking to take the pursu-
ing Russlans in flank with the south-

bigh tide of Russian invasion. The
Austrians withdrew over the Carpa-
thlans agaln, leaving Przemysl to be
besieged 8 second tlme. The Ger-
mans withdrew to Silesia and the Rus-
slans, following closely, were able
for a brisf moment to rald this rich
province at Pleschen. At the same
time they entered - East Prussia
again,

But sagain the Germen strategic
rallways proved their undoing, Hin-
denburg concentrated at Thorn end
drove into the right fiank of the Rus-
siafi main forces, throwing them back
or Lodz,

Heo advanced too far, however, and
‘when he had the Russian‘fofoes near-
1y surrounded, he suddenly found Rus-
glans in his own.rear. In this ex:
tremity, the Russians say, he tels
grapbed for re-enforcements.

But before the re-enforcements
sent from Flanders arrived the Ger
mans had managed at frightful cost
to hack their way to safety. This was
the bloody battle of Lodz.

Wina Second Victory,

With stronger German forces oppos-
ing them the Russlans withdrew to
the line of Brura, Rawa and Nida
rivers. At the same time the Aus-
triana, sttempting to debouch from
the Carpathian passes, were driven
back everywhere, leaving 50,000 prls
oners,

With Janvary Hindenburg made &
third desperate attack on Warsaw.
For ten days, both night and day, the
Germans came on. Then, having lost
probably 50,000 men and the Russians
nearly as many, they gave it up.

Unable to reach Warsaw,

tory beginning in the days of Abraham
and Jacob. It was & city of the Levites
and the place where Joshua gave his
final charge (Josh, 24:1, 25). Ablme-
lech destroyed it though it was soon
rebuilt. Here Israel gathered to con.
firm Solomon's son upon the throme.
Jerusalem and Judea readily accepted
Rehoboam as king, but the ten tribes
hesitated and, according to one trans-
latlon there was a year's delay during
which time Jeroboam was sent for and
certaln reforms were formulated (v 2}.
Thelr charges were entirely selfsh
and made no reference to the rights of
Jebovah nor offered any protest
Agalnst the Increasing idolatry. Be-
fore alieglance was sworn Jeroboam *
as spokesman pre,senled these reforms
{v. 4) and Rehoboam wisely asked for
time to conslder the request (v. 5).

1l. Good Counsel Neglected, vv.
6-12. Rehoboam came of bad stock
(ch. 14:21), yet his first step was a
wise one. His name means “Enlarger
of the people,” but he sadly belled the
same. Too long had he lived in the
atmosphere of luxury aund enervation.
The northern tribes suffered greatly
through taxation and shared none of
the prosperity of Jerusalem. Solomon's
“yoke,” 1ike that of every earthly mon-
areh, had been heavy (Matt, 11:28, 30).
‘The counsel of the old men was good
(v. 7), 1t was kingly, manly,

Jesus tells us that the greatest must
be the servant of ali and sets us the
example himself (Matt, 20:28). Reho-
boam next consulted those of his own
circle who “were grown up with him,”
men of like position and passions,
souths as inexperienced as himself

concentrated twice Sievers force in
East Prussia, and won his second
overwhelming victory there. Enor-
mous captures of Russians were made
and the fortress of Gradno was ate
tacked farther west, from Opsowetz
to Pultusk. The Germans retreated
to Mlawa end then tried to flank the
Russians at Przasoysz, which clty
they took. But the Russlans again
fianked the flanking party, as they had
done at Lodz and won an

who had no but were wild,
conceited, overbearing, selfish. Rebo-
boam asked “advice” (v. ) of the old
men, but asked for “counsel” (v. 9) of
the young men, but {n teither case is
there any suggestion that God was
consulted (James 1:5). These young
men counseled & boasting and burden-
some course which brought Rehoboam
to grief. Oppression always results
in rebeliion, & fact that those who gov-
ern or employ others should ponder
well

succens (February 22:28).

In March and April, the Rusalans
pressed through the western Carpa-
thien passes and entered Hungary.
Just when thelr future seemed bright-
est, the Germans broke the Ruselan
line in West Galicia and lot through
enormous forces.

Pressing westward lrresistibly, they
took the Rusafan Carpathian armies in
the rear. The latter tried to retreat,
but vast numbers were captured.
Przemysl, which had succumbed to
the Russian besiegers-March 22, fell
again into the hands of the Austro-
Germans.

From Przemysl Von Mackensen
drove east through' Mosclska and
Grodek_ and captured Lemberg, the
Galiclan capltal, ‘Then he turned
north and marched upon the Warsaw-
Ivangorod -Brest - Litovek triangle
trom the south.

The Germans now began the grand-
est maneuver ever seen In the history
of human warfare,

From the Windau river In the Bal-
tic provinces all the way along the
border of East Prussia and in a glgan-
tic sweep through the vicinity of Ra-
dom, west of the Vistuls, and a line
south of the Lublin-Cholm raflway
they delivered smashing blows and
bave reached the very gates of War
sawW.

Cost In Men and Money,

ern section.. But the Austrians were
too slow to carry out the field mar
shal's plans and the Rusaians, shp-
ping into a gap in the llnes between
the Germans and their allies, slaugh-
tered the latter. The result was the

.The of the first
yesr of the war are as follows: Teu-
tonic allles, 4,430,000; entente allles,
6,286,210,

The total cost of the first year of
the war 18 estimated at $16,500,000,000,

A Bouvenlr of Solferino,

‘The recent Solferino annlversary re-
(:luad not only the occasion of & great
fviotory by Itallans over Austrians, but

lso the birth of the Red Cross. “Un
uvenir de Solferino” was-the title

{ the work that gtirred the consclence
(ot Kurope. It was written by & young
{Bwise, Henrl Dunant, who had been
among the ntrses at the front.and
{ssen the sufferings of the wounded
iThat “scuvenir” brought an invitation

" lto Dunapt from the Genera Soctety ot
blio Utilitx:to propose an iuterna-

tional scheme of trained nurses—in-
violable—under guarantes by all na-
tions, It was. that pampblet -Which
brought the signing of the Geneva con.
ventton in 1864, with the Red Cross on
Wwhite ground dn compliment to Henrl

Dunant's, cofatry—Westminster Ga-
zotte. 1

- Battieship Services,

Every day on every Britsh war

ship, whethet in the North sea, or

bombardiog O;h Dardanelles, of guard-

ing the Atlantic trade routes, there
are prayers, as well as a regular
church service every Sunday.

It there is no chaplaln on board,
the captain conducts the service. The
“church” itself is the deck, the part
chosen being as sheltered a positlon
a8 possible. , The sallors’ favorite
hywmos are those dealing with the sea,
particularly “Almighty Father, Strong
to Bave.”

Thers is one thing nbom theke serv-
fces on board ship; evary Jack Tar-is
keen on attending them, and though

'

they.are a matter of routine they are
never hurried,

Wart Cure.

‘This is a sure and harmless cure
for warts. Go o the drug store and
get ten conta’ worth of cinnamon off
and put it on the warts every night
and in the morning if you wish. -Do
not be atraid of getting it on the other
skin sround the warts, for it will not
hurt it The warts will moon.start to
disappear.as quickly as they came. It
1s best to apply With s toothplek.

1

Not Altogether His Fault.

. Eddle had traded’a nice pocket knife
for a forlorn-looking dog, minus his
tall His father teaslngly reminded
him that he got the worst of the bar-
galn, as the dog had no tafl. Ed sob
bingly answered, “Well, dlddy be was
sittin’ down when I traded.

Penalty of Progrese,

When we get telephones that can be
Been thirough every wdman will have:
to look Igto the mirror befors she
saswers & call—Toledo Blade,

's cholce of
nnrl his consequent course of action
was the height of foollshness (Prov.
13:20)." [

1. Bad" Counsel Confirmed, vv.
12-14. Jeroboam's subsequent career
confirms s in belleving that he more
then all others encouraged and’ fos-
tered the division of the kingdom. But
Phe and the proud, foolish princeling
were both oaly carrving out the word
and will 'of Jehovah (v. 15; Ps. 76:10).
‘This does not, however, lessen his
gullt or folly (Acts 2:23). Not content
with declaring his acceptance of the
evil counsel hé spoke “roughly” (v.
13) and this verse suggests to us that
“the old men’s counsel” was known to
the people, thereby aggravating his
offense. “Whom God wishes to destroy
he first makes mad.” Rough words
wound or madden and, “by using soft
words you may lead an elephant by a
hafn Not content to refuse Reho-
boam Mireatens added burdens (v. 14).

IV. Conclusion. God turned away
the kingdom from Solomon's house be-
cause Solomon had turned away from
God (ch, 11:911, 31, 33). A true
prophet foretold what" would happen,
the “cause was from the Lord that he
might perform his saylng” (v. 15, ofy
11:31, 32).
erally fulfiiling prapbecy. Those which
bave been so fully and so minutely ful-
filled are a warrant that in due time
all will likewlse “come to pass.” Re-
hoboam is a lesson to the young men
of today.

Rehoboam 1s also a lesson for pres-
ent day fathers,

Finally Rehoboam 15 a lesson ta all
who are set in authority. To close our
ears to the cry of the needy; to forget
our obligations to God and to men
(Matt. 25), and to fail to see God's pur-
poses, prophectesagd plans, [nevitably
courts disaster. B‘En\

The coming king of kings who in ful-
Gllment of prophecy did come, and
will comel , has a yoke for his
subjects “which i3 easy.” His finger
(v. 10) hnﬂ hands were used in loving

| and the only
(v. 1) he ever permits is that which
proves -us to be “sons,” mot'slaves
(Heb. 12:6-11),
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