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ANN ARBOR -- About e
police officer in ten in Amer-
joa’s  high-crime-rate uses
force wnnecessarily at least
oceasionally, & University of
Michigan socialogist estimates,
But those stiuaticns rarely have
snything to do with racial can-
fitct or i

soas of either race were spared,
..

MORE THAN a third of the
incidents of excessive force
were recorded in the station
house or the patrol car--situ-
atlons which the police them-
selves control, Relss quotes
*On the street

Prot, Albert J. Relss Jr,,
writiog in the current iasue of
Transaction, & social sclence
fournal, reports m a study of
police bebavior tn eight high-
crims precincts in three un-
named U,5, metropolises,
Thirty-six men With back-
gromdas tn law, police work, and
sociology were trained and di-
rected by Reiss to conduct the

study. .

For elght weeks in each city
last summer they rode patrol
cars with policemen, stood
alongside them in . precinct
house interrogation rooms, and
walched them In police lock-
ups, Each observer had per-
missicn from the city’s top
police administration to be
present, 5o far as the officers
knew, the observers’ purpose,
was to record the behavior of
citizens in relation to the po-
lice, This was indeed 2 major
object of the Retss study, but
police behavior also was baing
watc

.« .0

THE PRINCIPAL findings:

Observers recorded 3,826
nonriot encounters involving
police and 10,564 citizens, of
whom 1,394 were suspects, In
37 encounters, involving 44cit-
{zens, unnecessary force was
employed.

There were 643 white
suspects n the group, of whom
37 experionced undue use of
force--a rale of 41.9 per 1,-
000, There were 751 Negro
suspects of whom 17 exper-
fenced mnecessary force--
arate of 22.8.

't cve accepis these rates
relisble es-

force,’” Relss writes,
should be little doubt that the
number of citizens in major
metropolitan areas who exper-
lence undue use of force by the
police ts substantial,”

Relss notes that white sus-
pects appear in these figures
to be almost twice 2a liable
to suffer unnecessary force as
Negro suspects, But since Ne-
gro suspects make wp & lar-
gor propartion of the total Ne-

§ro population than white sus-
_pects do of thewhite population,

any Negro's chances of improp-

ar trestment are more nearly
comparable to a Wwhite’s
chances,

1t the rates are compar-
able, then cne might say that
the application of force tn-
necessarily by the police op-
erates without respect to the
race of an offender,” Relss
writes,

e

ALTHOUGH some three-
quarters of the officers in pre-

Sominantly Negro precincts ex-

pressed prejudice 8t Ne-

groes, the professor notes,
tprejudice doesnot necessarily
earry over fnto discrimin-
atio,””

About the same proporticn

of white and Negro police o

ficars--just under 1 in 10--

used force wnnecessarily at

lesst sometimes, sccording to

Reiss's findings, About two-

thirds of those seen to suffer

wmdue force were of the same

Tace a8 the policeman involvad,

Roliss notes the general im-
pressica that *‘police brutal-
4y’ 12 & racial issve largely
involving white officersandNe-
gro citizens, This impression,
be says, 1s generated by re-
ports criginating in organiza-

Uons of Negro citizens, White

citizens, who may suffer the

same or more at the bands of
police, bave no such organized
voice with which to complain,

‘Why do some police mistreat
citizens? Reiss is inclined to
blams “ofticar culture’’ rather
than race culture,

* ALl of the incidents observed
nvolved offendera of the lower
- social class, Nonoffenders and
middle--and upper-class per-
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one
you can’t beat them, but when
you get to the ststion you can
instill some respect in them,”
In caly one of the 87 situe
ations were witnesses present
who were sympathetic to the
victim, That was the caly in-

cident (n which a complaint
was filed with the palice com-
mand,
“Geperally when an officef
uses an excessive amount of
force he does mot risk com-
plaint against him or testimony
from witnesses who favor the
complainent agalnst the of-
ficer,” Relss writes,
Frequently other officers--
often .sbven or elght--were
present but did nothing to ine
terfere with the use of force,
In some cases they promoted
it. Reiss tells of one case in

a lock-up in which an officer
beat & man 8o severely that he
needed hospltalization.

“During the beating some of
his fellow officers held the man
up while others shouted encour-
agement, Though the officlal
police coda does not legitimate
this practice, officer. culture
does,""

e

NEITHER law nor practice
detine precisely how muchforce
a policeman may legitimately
use, although the genéral pre-
cept 1s that he should use only

the force reasonably believed
necessary to make an arrest.

Cases of force were counted
in the Reiss study anly if an
observer saw -a policeman
strike a citizen with his hands,
feet, or body or with a weapon,
‘These cases were judged un-
necessary aaly If nosubsequent
arrest was made, if the citizen
offered no resistance, If the
citizen could have been re-
strained less painfully, fample
other police help was available
to subdue the citizen or. if the
force contioued -after the citl-
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zen was subdued,

In the 44 persons upon whom
undue force was used, the de-
gree ranged from three cases
in which hospitalization was
required to about half the cases
In which the cltizen appeared
little more than bruised,

“What we lack,” he wrltes,
“is evidence of a kind that
permits us to calculate a rate
of police misuse of force for
different periods of American
history, Only recently have we
begun to count and report the
voluffie of complaints against

the police, And the studies re-
ported earlier represented the
only attempt to estimate police
mistreatment based on actual
observation aof what the police
do to citizens, Police chiefs
are notoriously reluctant todis-
close Information that would
allow us to assess the nature
and volume of complaints
against the police,”

Reiss notes that many re-
sponsible people belleve brutal-
1ty 1s on the wane, but he adds
that “to move misuse from the
street to the statlon house’
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makes 1t less visible but really
changes only the location,

Only ome solutfon, pro-
fessionalization, has been found
to the serlous question of mak-

-ing police accountable to the

public  withow hamstringing
their efforts, Reiss says. But
he adds:

“Lest anyone belleve that
professionalization will elim-
inate police malpractice alto-
gether, coe need only be re-
minded that both law and medl-
clne régularly faca problems
of malpractice,”
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Genuine walnut veneers
h [ ]
at their

| SAVE 70.95!
Decorate with Country Casual

tail,

dramatic best

SAVE 60.99!

4-pc. contemporary
bedroom set stands
alone for superb
styling and detail

‘289

REGULAR 349.99

Today's contemporary look is beautifully inter-
preted in this set! Soft swirling grain that's so
characteristic of walnut veneer. Curved arch de-
distinctively-shaped drawer pulls, Includes
triple dresser, mirror, pane! bed and 4-drawer
«  chest ... with a satin-smooth finish.
Regular 54.99 night stand ...

now 49.99

VERSATILE 5-PC. GROUPING FOR YOUR LIVING ROQM'OR DEN
WITH CHOICE OF EITHER SETTEE OR SOFA BED - REG. 359.95

So warm and inviting! You'll be proud to own this tasteful

-group that fits easi|z
setting. Sofa and ¢

into the most casual or traditional
air frames are of sturdy ash wood

and finished in a rich nut-brown shade, upholstered in
print and tweed fabrics. Ward-Foam* cushions. Matching
ash wood tables.

«Wards mame for labsteated wrethane foam

ALLE PARK 15470 Sowthbeld Rd, 306940 W DETROIT GRAND RIVER AT GREENFIRD 8354200 ®
DEARDORN MIGHGAN AT SCHAEFER 5840500 W DETRONT GEATIOT NEAR 7 MILE RD. V)
SOUTNFIELR TREGRAPH AT 12 MILE RD, 3581200 ® . SOUTMGATE TRINTON

L1100 @ WONDERLAND Fty. AT

FARMINGTON DOWNTOWN SHOPPING CENTER 4764350

‘289

SETTEE OR SOFA BED, CHAIR, 3 TABLES .

& MT. CLEMENS 15 MILE AT GRATIOT 7912000
MIDDLEBELY 4271600 8  PONTIAC MALL TELEGRAPH AT SUZABETH LAKE RD, 6524040
AT EUREKA RD. 7854400 W WARREN 12 MILE AT DEQUINDRE 755-7500 .



