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Ibo Refuses To Participate In Biafra Secession War

KAMPAALA, Uganda-Ukpab!
Asika 158 goateed former UCLA
graduate student who has re-
fused to follow his fellow Ibo
tribesmen into secession from
Nigeria,

In civil war, in fact, he has

been a stalwart supporter afthe

federal Nigerian government,
opposed tohis friends, relatives
and even brothers on the other
side,

The government has used him
as the administrator of Enugu
and other Ibo areas captured
by the federal troops from
secessionist Blafra, It also has
used him as a member of the
federal delegatim to the abor-
tive Kampala peace conference
that tried but falled to end the
civil war that has torn Nigeria
for a year,

To cynles, Asika is the fed-
eral government’s “Tho In the
window,”” To Blafran Ibos, hels
their first quisling, To Niger-
tans,
united country can somehow
emerge from' the chaos and
hatred of war,

. s

ACTUALLY Asika s far
more complex than any of these
cliched descriptions, He is a
brilllant student who feels so
ratfonal that he is emotional
about his rationality. Hls beliet
and confidence in the forck of
logic and reason have kept him
on the federal side despite all
the emoctional entreaties of his
fellow Ibos, including his moth-
er, brothers and sisters,

This does not mean he {5 a
cold, hard man, Far from ft.
The 32-year-old Asika is a
warm and friendly companion
with quick laughter, He bas
been hurt by his declsions and
the reactioas to them, But he
belleves in his 1deas.

Astka returned to Nigeria
from Los Angeles in Decem-
ber, 1965, to teach political
sclence at the Unlversity of
Toadan. He had spent four years
3t UCLA, where he was known
as Tony Asika, and won & mas-
ter’s degree Inpolitical sclence
In 1983 He completed all work
for his doctorate but his dis-
sertation before returning to
Nigeria,

Asika came oo the eve of
the coup that brought down the
corrupt civilian government on
Jan, 15, 1966, Maj, Gen, John-
s Aguyllronsi, an Ivo, took
over the government then,

Like most young educated
Nigerians who were more hon-
est and radical than their eivil-
fan rulers, Astka supported the
first coup, though he had strong
reservations, He described
these reservatlons to s stu-
dents, asking them, for ex-
ample, "“Who will guard the
guardians?’

“Ahhh, you're awet blankat,”
the students all sald,” Asika
recalls, “It’s hard to be ra-
tional in a situation lke this,
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SIX MONTHS later, North-
erp officers of the Nigerlan
army assassinated Irons! In a
second coup, and Lt, Col, Yak.
ubu Gowon took over the gov-
ermnment, *'Ukapi” Asika heard
from his Ibo frlends. *They
are killing all the Tbos,”"

But Asika refused to panic.
As a palitical sclentist, he rea-
soned that if the Northern offl-
cers wanted to take over the
government, they could do so
easily, without killing Thocivil-
tans, He was right, though the
soldlers did kil a number of
Tvo officers,

During the summer recess
many Tbo teachers decided to
leave Ibadan University and
teach in Nigeria’s Eastern re-
glon, the Tbo homeland, Astka
Tefused to jotn them,

There were two reasons,
First, he belleved that several
Tbo intellectuals had been
preaching secessionist ideas
for some time and were now
ratsfng the specter of anti-
Iho hatred to push their {deas
along,

Second, Asika had been hired
as a teacher, and he felt @
moral duty to stay with his
students, “As long as one stu-
dent was there,” he says, ¥l
would stay. When that last stu-
dent left, then 1could gohome,””

Even after Sept. 29, 1963,
‘when thousands of Ibo civilians
were slaughtered In Northern
Nigerta, Asika saw no rattonal
reason to flee for home, as
most Tbos did,

For ome thing, Asika says,
the killings had been provoked
by Tbos who had killed North-
erners llving in the Ibo towns
of Eastern Nigeria, .

‘Moreaver, Asika goes on, the
federal soldiers and police
moved in and tried to stop

the killings In the North socn -

after they began, This convinc-

he Is the hope that a °

ed him that there still was
hope for a wnited Nigeria,:

By the time the Eastern Re-
glon seceded on May 30, 1967,
as the independent Republic of
Blatra, Astka was the last bo

teacher left at the Unlversity
of Ibadan,

‘WHEN FEDERALtroops cap-
tured Onitsha a few months ago,
Asika had hoped that his fam-
lly would stay behind s0 they
coud join him, But, be says

softly, ‘they had all gone,”
He has no idea where they are
or what has happened to tham,
Last Oclober the federal gov-
ernment asked Asika to serve
as administrator of Enugu, the
captured Biafran capital,

“My first reaction was, why
me?" says Aslka, who finally
accepted the job desplte the
advice of his wife, An Tbo her-
gelf, she feared his life might
now be in danger, an obvious
target for Bfafran assassins,

But he relished the Idea of

“a -political sclentist like him-

self getting a chance to carry
out his political selence ideas,

Astka has not blinded him-
self to the horrors af the war
and the pain 1t has caused his

Tbo tribesmen in Blafra,

But he says, ‘Clvil wars are
always terrible, The closer the
people are, the more intense
the conflict,” Then he turns to
a friend of his, another po-
litleal sclentist, “Isn‘t that

Tight?*" be asks,

His friend replies, 'Yes, it’s
on page 83,” and names a well
known political science text-
book,

Asika, the rational man,
Yaughs at himseif,
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SAVE *I.OO?' on

Turf Builder Plus 2

KILLS LAWN WEEDS AND
FEEDS ALL YOUR GRASS
TO CARPET THICKNESS

AT
10,000
SQ. FT.

Was $6.

OPEN 7 DAYS
9TO 9

SAVE 50¢
5,000 SQ. FT.

Was $12.95 II

95

$6.

Gives your lawn a full Turf Builder feeding to multiply grass thru
the roots to make.it thick and beautifut . . . plus kills many kinds

95
45

of lawn weeds, Spread it on, be rid of: Black Medic, Buckhorn,
Chickweed, Clover, Dandelion, English Daisy, Ground Ivy, Heal
All, Henbit, Knotweed, Lambsquarters, Plantain, Shepherd’s Purse
and many more. And, you savel

WHEN YOU TRADE IN ANY

OALE

SATISFACTION
IS GUARANTEED

Frank’s guarantees that every Scott product must do what we say it
will or you get every cent of your money back from Frank’s — right
at the store — no questions asked. This unconditional guarantes
applies to any Scott product: seed, chemical or mechanical, You are
the judge, you must be satisfied.

NOW IS AN lDEAL
TIME TO KILL CRAB-
GRASS IN YOUR LAWN |

5,000 SQ. FT. BAG

WAS $4.95...

controls
summer :rabgrass

NOW

Apply Clout to your lawa now and kill

crabgrass while it is

young, before it drops

the sceds that will plague you in years to
come. Just follow dircctions and crabgrass

is gone!
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SCOTTS

SAVE ON WINDSOR BLUEGRASS SEED WHEN

YOU BUY ANY’SIZE SCOTTS TURF BUILDER!

WINDSOR

ANN ARBOR-3590 Washtenaw across from Arborland
CITY OF WESTLAND-34420 Ford Rd., E. of Wayne Rd.
INKSTER:DEARBORN-25488 Mich. Ave. at Gulley Rd,
LINCOLN PARK-1752 Dix at Southfield, Sears Center
SOUTHGATE-14601 Eureka, East of Dix-Toleda Hwy.

OLD SPREADER

SCOTTS MODEL 35
Regular $19.95

12.95

Deluxe features include handle shutoff, accurate spreading
control, rubber tires, extra rust resistance.

FARMINGTON-31590 Grand River in the Farm. Plaza
LIVONIA-27650 Schooleraft at Inkster, B
. DETROIT (N.W.)-21221 West Seven Mile, E. of Lahser
DETROIT {N.W.)-15025 McNichols, E. of Greenfield
DETROIT (W, SIDE)-8625 Greenfield just S. of Joy Rd.

MAKES GIASS MULTIPLY ITSELF
FOR A THICKER, MORE BEAUTIFUL,
DEEPER GREEN, HEALTHY LAWN .

5,000
sQ. FI.

10,000
$Q. FT.

15,000
sQ. FI.

k'ham Plaza

24
N

You get a more beautiful lawn
with Turf Builder or money back.

'5.45

2,500 SQ. FT. 1,000 5Q, FT. i
REG. $11.95 REG. $4.95 ,
10.95 ‘4.45
w/Turf Builder w/Turf Builder

9.95
13.95

i i

2,500 SQ. FT, 1,000 SQ. FT,
REG. $9.95 REG. $4.45
'8.95. 3.95
. w/'lurf Builder w/Turf Bullder

DETROIT {Nesr E.)-14043 Jos. Campau at McNichels
DETROIT ({N.E.)-15200 East Seven Mile Road at Hayes
EAST DETROIT-22501 Kelly Road, S. of 9 Mile Road
FAASER AREA-34300 Groesheck Hwy. at 15 Mile Rd.
ST, CLAIR SHORES-30110 Harper, 2 biks. N.- 12 Mile

WARREN-27650 Van

FREE PARKING

CHARGE IT

WATERFORD-PONT.-5918 Highland (M-63) at Aitport
B'HAM-BLOOMFIELD-575 Telegraph at Magle Road
CLAWSON-14 Mile Rd. at Croaks Rd., Clawsan Center”
0AK PARK-23090 Coolidge (Schaefer} N, of 9 Mite

Dyke bet. 11 & 12 Mile Roads



