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'U-M Survey Shows Grad Students Oppose

Opposition to the Selective
Service System 1is common
among University of Michl-
gan graduate students--butrel-
atively few graduate students
are inclined to take the risks
involved in refusing to coop-
erate with the system.

Concelvably, the recentelim-
ination of II-S (student) defer-
ments for most graduate stu-
dents will provoke more non-
cooperation with the draft by

. students,

Those are the maln conclu-
slons of the most careful study
anyone has conducted of opln-
lons about Selective ' Service
held by U-M graduate students.
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THE STUDY’S statistical re-
sults are ‘‘Inconsistent’’ and
“depressing”’ in the opinion of
Stuart B. Katz, president of
U-M Graduate Assembly and a
co-author of the study.

Katz and former graduate
student Roy A, Ashmall recent-
1y wrote thelr 20-page study
after tabulating results obtain-
ed when questionnalres about
the draft were dlstriduted to
graduate  students-.male and
female -- who registered last
January for the U-M’s winter
term. Out of 8,329 graduate
students considered eligible to
register, 5,619 filled in all or
parts of the questionnaire,

The study’s maln purposes
were to learn how graduate
students’ oplnions and plans
were influenced by recent
changes in Selective Service
rules that end O-S deferments
for graduate students, and (o
find out what actions graduate
students would like U-M of-
ficials to take In response to
the new draft rules,
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AMONG the study’s conclu-
slons are these:

#Most U-M graduate students
would like to see Selective Ser-
vice abolished;

®Most U-M graduate students
nevertheless favor II-S defer-
ments;

®About one-fourth of gradu-
ate students would like to see
the Rackham Graduate School’s
adminlstrative officials take a
position of outright “non-co-
operation’ with the new Selec-
tive Service rules;

@®About cpe-fourth evidently
consider a standing profession~
al milltary force a sultable al~
ternattve to the draft,

Precisely 73 per centofgrad-
uate students who answered the
questionnaire say the military
draft should be stopped. The
same percentage favors keep-
ing I-S deferments ‘fassum-
ing that some form of the draft
system should be retained,”

Tnis is exactly opposite from
the position advocated by the
local Student Peace Unfon-Re-
sistance group. That organiza-
Hon opposes accepting any type
of deferment on the ground that
doing so involves cooperating
with a ‘“repressive system.'

Just 10 per cent of those
who filled out the questionnaire
endorse existing Selective Ser-
vice rules, which allow I-S
status for graduate students
outside medical flelds of study
only 1f they completed at least
one yedr of graduate school
by last Oct. I, with a limit of
five years of deferment,

Seventy-one per cent urge
making II-S status available for
“all graduate students provided
satistactory progress toward a
degree is being made.”

Sex had a “puzzling’’ role in
the study, Katz and Ashmall
report.

AFTER COMPARING ques-
Honnalres returned by 3,738
male and 1,472 female grad-
uate students, they concluded
that “females were slightly
more anti-draft than males and
favored stronger action against
the current draft system.”

They found, for example, that
70 per cent of the males ard
79 par cent of the coeds be-
Leve the Selective Service Sys-
tem should not be retalned,
with 28 per cent of the males
and 32 per cent of the females
favoring ‘‘non -cooperation’

At WMU Event

James Graham, 28909 Glen-
castle Dr., and David Kowall,
29192 Wellington Rd., both of
Farmington, recently attended
freshman orientation at West-
ern Michigan University.

EGYPTIAN WRITING
AS A PICTURE SIGN
OF, AN OXHEAD /

with the draft regulations by
U-M offictals, Support for H0-S
determents for all graduate stu-
dents was expressed by 71 per
cent of tha males, 72 per cent
of the coeds.

The study’s authors tenta-
tively conclude that ‘“the con-
cept of ‘self-Interest’ includes
not only protection of oneself
but also of others with whom
one has speclal ties or inter-
ests,” In short, fomale stu-
dents would rather not y

In addition to showing that
graduate students disiike the
draft but generally do not ob-
ject to accepting II-S status
when it 1s avallgble, the study
provides some indication of al-
ternatives to Selective Service
considered feasible by graduate
students,

ALTERNATIVES listed on the
questionnaire, and the percent-
age of support they recelved
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Compulsory milltary service
for physically qualified males:
elght per cent of all who an-
swered, nine per cent of males,
four. per cent of females;

Compulsory natonal service
with options such as the Peace
Corps or Vista: 39 per cent of
all who answered, 36 per cent
of males, 50 per cent of the
females;

Abolish conscription for any
purpose and fill military needs
by some other means (presum-
ably a professional military

force): 28 per cent of all who
answered, 29 per centofmales,
27 per cent of females,

No replfes to the question
about alternatives to the draft
were received from 17 per cent
of the students who returned
the questionnatre.
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A FINAL QUESTION asked if
graduate students belleve U-M
Graduate School officials should
move beyond a “public state-
ment"” and~or “‘informal politi~

cal pressure lnseeldna/c e
In Selective Service n“e:ﬂnt

Support for “a policy of non-
cooperation with the present
draft laws” by U-M offfeials
was expressed by 27 per cent
of students who replied, with
28 per cent of the males and
32 per cent of the coeds tak-
ing this position,

The Rackham Graduate
School has been trying for seve
eral months to exert “informal
political pressure’* against ex-
isting draft rules, through its

endorsement of a statement by
the Natlonal Association of
Graduate Schools calling for re-
versal of the presidential order
that ends I1-S status for most
graduate students,

A key reason for the U-M's
posltion {s that nearly half the
teaching in its Literary Col-
lege is now performed by grad-
uate students who are part-
time teaching fellows,

Degpue the apparently wide-
spredd desire by students for
“non-cooperation’” by the UM

as an institution, Katz andAsh-
mall conclude that {ndividual
graduate students “with IS
deferments are lkely to be a
source of dissatisfactionbut not
active dissent on the issue of
the draft’r

Although thelr questionnaire
was not worded to provide evi-
dence for this conclusion, they
suggest that the recent changes
in Selective Service rules may
produce “Direct resistance
against these Jaws in the near
future,”t
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