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Goodenough Gardens Complement Home

‘The old stone wallon the west
stde of Farmington Road near 10
Mule Rd, has been a famillar
landmark for nearly half acen-
tury, but the beautiful mansion
and majestic grounds that lle
behind the wall have rematned
an anigma. -

‘The house, partof which dates
back 100 years, has worn many
faces andhas grown and changed
as the years have passed. The
landscaping, oo, has grownand
changed although the beautiful
rolling hills have elways domi
nated the scene.

e e

IT WAS in the year 1869 that
Pglmer Sherman chose the
crest of the hill for the site of
his charming light red brick
house, It was constructed In
the prevatling style that wenow
call “Victorian'*. There were
sevéral deep bay windows nd
numerous other long narrow
windows with sHlsat floor level.
There was a liberal amount of
iscy ecarved white wooden
“gingerbread'’ trimming and 2
nice white plcket fence In front
of the house along Farmington
Rd, This was embellished with
sturdy brick columns topped by
decorative urns.

Palmer Sherman had a farm
of 100 acres and in additton to
general farming, raised seeds
for the Ferry Morse Seed Com-
pany. To accommodate the
needs of his thriving farm sev-
eral barns were bulitbehind the
house,

It was nearly 50 years later,
1n 1915, that Luman Goodenough
bought Sherman Palmer’s farm
and installed his family in the
pleasant old house for the sum-
mer, The Goodenough children
rambled through the flelds, ex-
plored the little river valley,
and walked along the top of the
old picket fence,
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GOODENOUGH  spent happy
hours working in the gardenand
developing plans for improving
the landscaping and house,

One of the first changes he
made was to move the barns
that ringed the house so as to
galn a beautiful sweeping view
déwn into the valley and to the
géntle hills beyond,

“An addition to the house was
deslgned by architect, Marcus
Burroughs, Burroughs was not
very fond of American-Victor-
1an styling, favoring, instead,
an English style of architecture.
Under his guidance the house
took on the aura of an English
country house with a rather
Georgian flavor,

‘The white fret-work trimwas
removed, window stlls were
raised and window proportions
changed, and a large living
room wing was added to the
north side of the house, When
this was completed In 1918,
te Goodepough family became
full-time residents of Farme
Ington.

In the late 1920°s a new
Kitchen was added to the house,
and sometime after that a’li-
brary was added on the south
side, completing the transtor-
mation from Victorfan farm
house to Georglan manston,

The gardens were changed
and remodeled agaln and again.
Terraces, patios, pools, and
formal gardens were designed
and made and remodeled, At
all times there were lots of
flowers, Goodenough often got
up at § a.m, to tend his beloved
garden,  Eventually, as the
gardens were enlarged, garden-
ers were hired so that the
grounds could be kept metfcul--
ously groomed.
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N 1920 the picket fencealong
Farmington Rd, wasreplacedby
the stone wall. The stones were
gathered by Mr. Wixom from the
flelds of his near-by farm, and
another local resident, Mr, Ma-
haney, constructed the sturdy
wall which {s as beautiful today
as when it was first bullt. The
Goodenoughs were pleased to
find that the high wall shielded
them from the nolse of the in-
creasing automoblle traffic,

The stone wall is plerced by
2 delfcate wrought-lron grille
and gate. A wide gravel drive
sweeps around the base of a
small knoll to terminate in a
circular driveway below the
narrow brick terrace that ex-
tends along the living room
wing, This became the main
entrance to the house with the
front of the house used as a
service area,

To the west of the house is
a level grassy terrace loosely
defined by clumps of pfitzers
junipers. A huge old maple,
whose bent trunk 1Is like a
plece of living sculpture, dom!-
nates the scene,

A long flight of stone steps
leads down from the terrace
to a rectangular pool and large
stone sculpture of a spread-

wing eagle. Groves of tail-
trunked dark-needled ever -
greens flank the stairs. This
part of the garden s strongly
reminlscent of views of old
Italian Remaissance gardens
with thelr terraces, stone steps,
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fountains, dark cypress trees
and overgrown shrubbery, Even
though the antiquity of the Italian
gardens 1s measured in cen-
turies, and of the Goodenough
garden merely in decades, a
simillar mood prevails,
PRIy

UNDOUBTEDLY, in both
I - 8 &

THE FRONT VIEW—The circle drive sweeps

cases, the effect that Is now
evident fs that which was or-
fginally planied, Nature' has
taken over where the original
designers left off and added
her own touches to the scene,
‘The evergreens were tiny
seedlings, when Goodenough
planted them, Somehow thelr
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up to the beautitully proportioned main wing

great growth was not antici-
pated, For awhile they merely
dotted the slope, but before
long they grew tall enough to
block the cherished view of
the valley. Eventually they grew
tall enough so that lower
branches could be removed to

the view,

Adding to the romantic aura
of this part of the garden are
two nscriptions carved in
stones, one set at the edge af
the terrace and the other at
the head of the statrs, The lat-
ter reads, “I will 1ift up mize

cometh my help! Psalms 121,

To the south of the house {52
broad sweeplng lawn, shaded
now by a few evergreens, butat
e time sheltered by majestic
elm (rees, Here, outside the
Mbrary, 1s a flagstone terrace,
and off the west terrace a de-
pressed grassy area that at one

fined by a carefully trimmed
privet hedge. There were loag
‘borders of delphinium and other
perennfals, and the central
grass panel wasterminatedbya
small low rownd pool with a

splashing fountatn, This garden
was the setting for the wedding

again reveal at

of the house. Tall trees frame the entrance, and
a brick terrace extends the length of the house.

eyes to the Hills, Whence

least some of
IDONERIy tim

of the elder Goodenough daugh-

e was a formal garden de- o,
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o THERE 1S NO SUBSTITUTE
FOR QUALITY AND
CAREFULLY FITTED SHOES

¢ DOCTOR'S SHOE PRESCRIP-
TIONS CORRECTLY FILLED

GABE SHOES

Farmington Road at 12 Mile Road

(Demery’s Shopping Center)

Phone GR 6-3401

MICHIGAN BANKARD

weicome here

Certainly you still receive S&H Green Stamps with everything you buy
at Demery's. Michigan Bankard charge billing doesn't change that one
whit! Better than ever, NOW YOU RECEIVE S&H STAMPS AT THE
TIME OF PURCHASE, whether your purchase is cash or charged. Isn't

NOW YOU HAVE TWO
GREAT THINGS GOING
FOR YOU AT DEMERY'S

MICHIGAN BANKARD PRIVILEGES
PLUS

' S&H GREEN STAMPS—DEMERY'S

TRADITIONAL “THANK YOU” WITH
EVERY PURCHASE YOU MAKE

that worth cheering about?

Pick up S&H Green Stamps at the Credit Office, 2nd Level!
Redeem them at the S&H Redemption Center right next door!
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FARMINGTON




