ASHINGTON,~In the last vear

&) Among the other . measures, pas

Tarly %ete well freated by
"iatentiop ta make army 1l

\eerppants ang
: "Then agaln 'thy
and to stay fi the service so that In time ‘they
mof

' There is un army post a Fnr(hﬁ;\zr close to
tional cemetery just xcross the Pfc
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By shown a disposition to be:generons to the axmy
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Holding
ands we
crawled

hands and
our knees lo-
to theground
until we
reached 8
point where
the waves
stopped  our
progress.
“Thence we
turned bythe
flank and
tolled  along
the sand for the entire length
of the sentry's beat, but no
seotry could we find. [
rafsed 1y volce and shouted
The man within (%o feet of
ma did not know that I had

TRAINING -

CAVALRY HORSES
70 LIE. DOWN
AT COMMAND

jmany ol = iers are siationed at F
listed and e
s ats are ;
~ripes markiug thein
Jof servier i soldier:
‘ol the old days when the a g
pleasant as it Is to-day and whe, e s
Jot was far from a happy one. In those oid
days desertions were many and saute of ke
stories whicll the veteran regulars teli (oday
Jof the time when they were recruits Lo
know readily encugh why some men under
old conditicns did not care to follaw the flax
Here Is one story of recrurt life in the arpy
|28 years ago that ler rewrltten with no changes
‘of fact and with only a liltle change of lan-
! guage teom e way that an old soldier told it
~In the wintes of 1858 I was statloned at
David’s island, New York harbor, a recruiing
rendezvous of ‘the army. There were abom
1809 pewly enlisted ones stationed there at that
fhoe. The Island is a dittle affair Iving fariy
[low fn the water and without any protection
‘from the storms which blow {n from the east
“threngh Jong island sound. ' v
~January and Febriary 3, were monlhs
of smshine, and. fiowers were peeping on the
. sanmry slde of things before anrone couid guess
. whbether March was (o roar in like the lion or
to bleat Itke the lamb. Karly in the second
week of that March month New York was over-
. whetmed by a lempest of wind and snow. It
* was fn that storm.that Hoscoe Conkling .met,
with the exposure which caused the llness
‘leadding to hix death in n few days, Iy was.the
“werst storm known to the history of the east-
ere comntry. The New Yorkers, howevgr, did
not experience its fall fury, for their buildings
gave them shelter
~It was left for a few recruits of the, United
States army. the men on guard. to bbar the
broot of the blizzasd and to {ace the elements
that gave them baflle. On the night of March
11 the storm broke. At nine o'cloek the xky
over the sound was unclouded. and there was
pot a whisper of wiud over the water. Within
ten mimutes the black: clouds had banked up,
and in another tep minutes they were shakicg
out their burden of-snow, while the wind which
Bad sprung to ils full strength almost without
warning, was roaring down the sound from the
Athntlc. At midmght, there were great drifis
of spow agalnst cvery obstacle which offered
the Ieast resistance to the wlgd. Qut of doors
ppesch was impoasible-Torithe blasts tdre the .
words from one's Hps and smothered  them
with thelr howliogs. L -
.=Qu that night I was on guard as corporal
€ e Brst relief. The sergesnt of the guard
3 few moments affer midnight SGpoed- trom
the Joorway af the guardhouse and was swept
from Kis feet by the wind. He sawiwhat a ter-
sible night was abead of us, had slready come
to us In fact, aod be sent a pan to tho quar-
ters of. the officer of, the day to-nsk; permission
o taks In the outlying sentinels or to glve or-
dera to then to seck.sucly shelter ay.they could

th

@nd. Theé oficer of the day’s quarters Rere sur-
M?j’yun ieavy evergreen: treks and the

oftcer, loaking out, did not
prehendkow terrifie the

g and so
pazsed that the
rntinels  should

A oae o'clork my guard
eelint was ordered out to
PIevs the men on past. No
man who was on that is-
-1 that night has in his
I3 3 words strong
cuough to deseribe the ‘aw-
ful fury of that eastarn
sale. The combined (hun-
ders of 20 mountatn storms
conld not equal the nolse of
the roasing of the waves
. a3 they pounded the shore.
The wind added its bellow-
.Ing to the uproar and its strength almost 1o,
away the powers of.motion ang of epeech.
“The reltef started from (he guardhouse, N,  Our bearings apd ran into an obstructlon. T
man through thé darkness brought. by nlgh:.., tr2¢ed its outlihe and knew what lt was. It
and the tempest could see the outltne of hli %35 the bospltsl morgue. a wooden structure

= H
|

sliered a wordy Back over the sand we weat

]

. i 3 g ; THE.PYRAM D;DRILL "

dig- |

sBlRgour free | the recruit

through the howling and the lashlug. We lost .

. take:a train which made no stop for. many

nearest fellow. The whiteness of the smow
would have relieved the blacknegg had not
the lashing of the elements blinged the vision.

T ordered the men o unfix bayonets beojuse

of the danger of cutting one another, a'd 1
gave the order passing from ome man tg the
otier and fairly bellowlng it $ito their - ars

Then the order was civen to ‘seeure arms: :\n(i’

to clasp hands. It was only by the hand( asp
that one man could tell that He bed a om-
panion.

“Into. the teeth of the tempest we V‘d;{c(i.aur
way. Twlee within 50 yards of the goard-

not more than, 13 feet square. We crawied
around it until wé had reached the west side;
where the shelter gave us breath; from the
doorway of the morgue came a challenge that
even the noise 'of the storm couid not smoth-
er—Who comes:there?

+«+*The answer, ‘Rellef,’ wag yelled back by two

wotedd in unison, and wo zrawled Into the dead
house? There, slanding goard in the grewsome
place, was & coldred lad. only four weeks a
soldler, and within touch of bis hand, resting
on_its’2i4g bler. Was the corpse of & man.

~’1'Drlyeq{h,\' the, storm to scek shelter, that

ouse the Hitle squad was thrown from ftg :-black Seétuit, rather than leave his post to

feet.  All sensé of dlrection was lost and notl-
. ing but a callision with oue of the low-lying
barracks buildings after ten minutes (oilliig

progress gave the little command knowiedgze, i .‘\g
i

of its whereabouts. A halt frozen sentipel

" get the protectiun afforéed. by the hospital,

had chosen in the blackne:ss of midalght, and

, XHhdvind and wave raging, without, to take

s watch by :;lhe dead; because: the place
ere the body lay was on lifs pest, which he

whose post lucklly was under the ce of the ; .¥a$under erders:not to desert.”
harracks, was relleved and took his plnce dr:  -Two army deserters canvinced a certain

the rear of'the hand<lasplng column,
“The hospital of the garrison stands, or.did

raw reerult thatthere ‘was something more

;. than words in the saying he had once heard

stand at that Ume, at the extreme east eng : (0 1b6. effect that il:puhllcs‘nl\vays are ungrate-

of ‘the island.
beach runs a sentrs’s post.
there and looking stralght eastward nn)‘rn
land upon which hig oje way rest. That; Yight

Back.of it along the strewt of » Tl
A man walking-

It felf on fhfs wise:

The racruit hag marched on guard for the

Ve first, time.  The sdrgeant in ¢hargs turned two
i ,prisoners over.td him ' with fnstructions to,

' recriit told the deserters that he had “weak-
‘ened™ and that he would go back to the island

.. the Yashing fury of the waves was spent; ain- "', guard them whileithey drove 2 mule team and.
Iy on that lomely sentfy Beachr /Thefis § res | coliested the-garbage fipm the barrels in the:
lie? managed to:reach the.front of the ho pital ' Te8F of the quarters. .It. was the dead of

¢ Which gave sonre protectids! I-grdered a | the

men. except the one Who was to relfev) the :

seatry on tbe beagh.to'huddle uader the plazza

“while I took the’reileyin recruit to find the

CREP RIS

* man on post. . - »
“We*rounded the end of the-hospitai: The
blast ‘threw is dowil, s Tha ricibth was. ‘tearing
_down the foiind .axd the palt ‘Sptydnd the
‘anow’ comuitigled hshéa fato éu‘r'x?!e’u,f'We
dragged our rifles and edged ouft way. thrpugh
a wall"of wind. /A few fept of| progresd and
*-the” bjast-‘ga tirew ‘qur: feef ‘lmm']'
I

!

winter, and for {he first time in years the
channel belween avid's ‘Island and the town
of New Rochelle ;was frozen fover. .

The recrult plodded along gfter his prisoners,
yuti.being green fo such work, be ket close at

“thelr heels, insterd of trailtng nlong at a dls-
({gnce of fite paces ma-hé shduld have done:

—Guerd afd prisoners reached a polnt near the -

~ighoreyqizestly in ithe rear of the commanding

officer's Quarters.” There-oné of tho deserters;

!soized .an émpty garbage barTel and ‘an ‘oppor-

tunity at the same Instant,

He threw the bar-,
7el’ over “[he" sedtinel's he:

40 1ike" &" capdle!

-

i
i s
)

- one.goldier-lessto . answer. "Heje,’

souffer and fore his “Springfield® from
hand.
. Then the

kis

sarbage barrel was removed ‘and
was threatencd with death if he
~made an outery. THe was forced ‘o march at
tke bayonel's point to the shore of the islund
and then to run over the jce toward the main.
land wlth his former prisoners at his heels.

When the deserters and their vietlm arrived
near the New Rochelle shore a hole was
chipped {n the ice by means of the bayonet acd
the rifie was dropped through into the waters
of the sound. Then: the recruit was told that
it hie chose he might return to the garrison.
He told his former charges that he preferred to
throw in his lot with them, for if he went back
he wonld be certain to get a heavy dose of the
guardhouse for megiect of duty in suffering his
prisoners o eseape, and for the l0ss of govern-
meant property in the shape of the Springfleld
rifie which was now at the bottom of the
sound.

The deserters told the veeruit that he coyld
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come wlth them 1f he chose, and they started
-for a saloon in the outskirtsiof “thesitown,.s
place known to them, thereip:.wait™ umtih-it
was time to go under cover to the depot to

miles beyond the place of boarding.
About an hour before the train was due the

to “take his. medicine.” They offered no obd:
jection and thelr ‘Companion staried for’ the
shorp while:they took a back road to the de:
pot. X

The reciuit had Soldier-making stuff in him.
He had been maturing a plan afl the time that
e had been in the saloon. The deserters once
out of sight, e mede for 3 farm house, rtold
uls story hurriedly, decured b horse and rode at
a cavalry pace for a hantlet m few miles east
of New Rochélle., Hg was afrald to go to the
depot to which th deserters had gone becse’
he feared that they would see him and, spspect.
fog his motive, Id take to the woods,

At tbe little village to which he had pome
hieadiung on his horse, ie secured' the eervices.|
of u, constable Teadtly ensugh—ifor therc. was
a reward for.the arrest of deserters~ang by
telling his story dnd:by <lréatenini the sLFlon

master with all the peoaltles possible of thitic-
tion by the federal government, the recruft in
duced him to flag the.traln.

“The deserters ‘were cnught,
sent. back to the Izland.

The board delitleratén loug i not wlsely, and
finally reachicd theidoncludion that thé “kodkh-
try’s teeasury, could, not wéll bear the hurdén
of the loss of the money, by the

bhandeuffed. and
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price ot one rife, and so It was decreed;that
the cost of the weapan should be taken.out ot
tho pay! of the récruit who had; done -his:duty
by L0e government -and-had:shawed pluck and
understanding, cen’ It he-bad Tost s rifid

There waa o dlegusted Youny doldler of Da-
~id’s leland. He was not made of theistuft
of deserters,. hut desert ho'did. The chanmel
was still frozem, and the ‘movning’ afterchs
learned of the order stovping Hifs'pa! 5

[
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