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Yesterday 'was' election day here in the suburbs.
The weather was cold. The lines were short in most
places; the vote was light.

But the people spoke through the age-old method
of the ballot. Mayors were re-elected; new city coun-
cils were picked; treasurers and clerks were se-
lected, The performance of incurnbent officials was
weighed against the promise of new candidates, and
power was confirmed and placed. -

In this day of squalor and scandal in our naﬂnm:l
government, it was somehow heartening to see the
processes of democracy working bere at the local
lexel. Most campaigns were free of last - minnte ir-
responsible charges, and with a few exceptions cam-
paign speading abuses were at 2 minimum.

Most local candidates seemed content to state
their positions and outline their gualmcaunns for of-
fice, and then to sit back and await the judgment of
the peop!

Nearly‘ all the candidates interviewed by this

' . newspaper seemed to have a rational, balanced view

of their ambitions: “Sure, I'd like another term,” re-
‘marked one city councilman, “because I think I can
help the city. But I've been around a long time, and
if I don’t win, well it isn't the end of the world.”

. THAT -ATTITUDE seems to me . remarkably
healthy, particularly in the context of the recent ex-
cesses we have seen revealed at the,national politi-
cal level. '

‘There .are a lot of reasons for such indignities, but
a major one  stems from the - excessively
single-minded obsession with winning which seems
to have afflicted national politicians of both parties
in recent years. It’s as though every person who
even thinks about being a U.S. Senator, let alone
President, somehow gets mysteriously brainwashed
with Vince Lombardi’s axiom about winning being
the oniy thing. )

i winning is the only-thing le counts then it's no
real ethical problem to order tugging of the opposi-
tion's headquarters or to collect and disburse large
sums of .illegal campaign funds or to commit all the

Political System

other absurd shenanigans to which we have recently
_become so accustomed.

THE *PROBLEM with this, of course, is that the
process of politics.is not the same l.hmg as the game
of football, In football, you can play the winning is
everything game and get away with it partly be-
cause there are umpires and referees on the field
who can spot infractions and who are never wrong in
dishing out penalties and partly because once the
game is over life goes back to normal.

In politics, there are no umpires who are never
wrong and who have the power to dish out instantly
a 15-yard penalty for bugging the opposition.

More importantly, in politics the event'never ends

This is lhe situation in which Mr. Nixon finds him-
self, and this, tod, is why so many national: pohh-
cians are so despised by the public. .

AND THIS IS why this week's local elecuon can
teach us so much.

In most cases, the issues at stake and the ambl--
tions at contest were not so large that overall bal-
ance and perspective was lost. Instead of a group of
insecure neurotics playing the winning is everything
political game with every ounce of their being; most
candidates ran as reasonable people — ambitious to
be sure, but not carried to a nuity extreme.

1 admire them all for running, in this year of cy-
nicism and skepticism. The reward for the winners
is simply to help try to make their community ‘a bet-
ter place to hve, the solace l'or the losers is to have

inthe

at the 60-minute whistle. The campaign may yend
with an election, but the process of E‘a‘!
ways continning. That is why the suspicion and inis-
trust that the winning is everything mentality pro-
duces always circle back and consume lhe man who
created them.

Should Senior Residrency'_Be Limited9’

After a week of reading
news stories on the central
desk of Observer News-
papers, I find it refreshing to
watch Archie Bunker on Sat-
urday nights.

Archie is straightforward
and honest. He doesn't like
the “colored,” thinks they
have attributes inferior to

whites, doesn’t want them in

his house and doesn't want to
go to theirs. I respect Archie.
I don’t share his views, but I
respect him.

He’s a refreshing contrast-

to the mealy-mouthed euphe-
misms that are uottered at
governmental ahd political
meetings.

- Like Archie, I will be spe-

cifie. | .
In Redford Township, the

Panhandle ‘Civic Assn. is
fighting a proposed senfor
citizen housing complex in
the  Schoolerait-Telegtaph
vicinity,

A chief objection is that
state and federal funding will
be needed to finance the 200
unitg> Joe McCullough, Pan-
handle president, points out
the township would be unable
to restrict pesidency to sen-
ior citizens from Redford.

Well, if you know anything;
about the suburbs, you know|
that 98.per cent-of the people
who die in Redford Township
weren't born there. So what's
the big problem about letting
“outsiders” reside in a sen-
for citizen dwelling?

I don't live in Redford
Township, but Fve shopped

there and applauded lustily
its fine orchestra. No one has
ever refused my money or
kicked me out of the ‘audito-

rium because I'm a
non-resident. No real estate
firm ever refused to show
me a house there when I was
shopping.

No, one must conclude that
the objection to the senior
citizen bousing project is
based not on the fact that

persons from Farmington,
Sﬂnlhf eld, “Garden City ‘or
Dearborn  Heghts  might
move in. It’s because persons

m Detroit might move in,

d Detroit is 50 cent
black. 1
Let us turn now to Harvey
. Moelke, once the mayor
if Livonia, now running for a

-city council seat. Some back-

ground: As mayor, Moelke
vetoed an open housing ordi-
nance; he also emulated
Dearborn Mayor  Orville
Hubbard's sinister “Keep
Dearborn Clean™ campaign.

Moelke says he’s for senior

- citizen housing as long as it's

controlled by the city and for
Livonia residents only. “‘Out-
side. ownership of senior citi-
zen housing means persons
from any -community ‘can
move in,” Moelke said at a
meeting of the St. Edith
Catholic parish altar society.

In 1950 Livonia had only
8,000 residents; in 1960, there
were more than 60,000;
today, more than 110,000. Ob-
viously, most “Livonians”
weren’t born in that city. So

what's the objection to out-
siders?

In the seven years I've
lived in Livonia, I've never
heard a Livonian say a bad
word about anyone from
Plymouth, Northville, Farm-
ington, Southfield, or Red-
ford Township, to mention
just a few of neighbors.
Nor have I ever heard a Li-
vonian downgrade a white
Detrmtey But a black Det-
ronler - that’s another mat-

lct us be perfectly accu

rate: Joe McCullough and
Harvey Moelke have never
said they want Redford
Township and Livonia to be
racially segregated.

But the rest of us can read
between the lines. We know
what they mean, don't we?

Judge Deserves Pralse For Amputee Ruling

Hismry may little note last
week's ruling by Federal
Judge Lawrence Gubow per-
mitting a Huron High School
amputee to play tackle
against Grosse Ile in a_scho-
lastic football encounter, but
here’s one cry of “bully for
the judge.”

Maybe you've never seen
Budd Lyngh, the highly re-
garded Red Wing telecaster,
play golf. Maybe you are too

old to remember Pete Gray,"

an outfielder with the St.
Louis Browns during World
War 1. Maybe you don't
know my good friend Bill
Véeck.

These three come quickly
to mind among the countless

thousands around this world *

who have lost this or that
bodily trinket like an arm or
a leg. All are thankful that
God has spared them more
impairing losses.

Lyiich, for instance, left his

rlgbt arm at Di:ppe, and yet
you should see him’ whale the
you-know-what out_of a golf
ball.

Gray was minus the hand.

of one arm or another and
had to tuck his glove under
the opposite stump after
catching a fly ball, yet the
records always will show
that he played in the major
leagues —and no one will
add an asterisk indicating
one handicap or another.

If they edited the record
books that way, think of the
notations they’d have to
make for all the blind um-

ires! . 2

Bl Veeck is something
else. This master wordsmith
and promoter, who mow ab-
ides in semi-retirement on
the east shore of Chesapeake

Bay, gave a leg fof his coun-"

try back in that scrap of the

'40s, but, my, wouldn’t we,

owner of the Tigers had his
bid been successful a few
years back, -~

The list is endless ... for-
mer Michigan governor and
current State Supreme Court
Justice John Swainson, who
has no legs at all thanks to
the same shootup ... a presi-
dent of the United States who
couldnt walk, because of
polio ... and on and on.

Apparently the issue ig this
high school football case i
the danger possibly involved
to the youth himself, let al-
one to the noggins of others
which might come in contact
with his artificial piece.

That's nonsense. If you've
ever watched a foothall
squad suit up for 2 game
— tape an inch thick on fore.
arms beneath - leather
sheaths, etc. — you would
know someone is making sil-
ly nolses In an empty closet,

Athletic Association ameng

em. .

If medical advicefdo the
court actually says Hu-
ron: High tackle would risk
more than normal gridiron
danger by playing, then

Judge Gubow will have to
bar him. But not on the basis.
of danger to others, cer-
tainly. )

Nor on any basis that the
kid

lacks gumption. He
ht not look so hot in a
TR

Sense An
.Nonsense

A recent Plymouth City
Commission meeting includ-
ed a public hearing on the
vacating of an alley.

One- woman, whose proper-.
ty touched ‘the alley, spoke
up to urge the commission to

have welcomed him as an the Michigan High School

close the alley because “I
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once saw a colored man
walking down the alley Iook-
ing into the yards.”

The Frienas of Bikecology
have recommended building
public transportation Stations
where commuters can store
their bicycles and then con-

ballet costume, but chances
are that in the collision of
football linemen one missing
leg here or there would hard-
ly be noticed.

EDITOR:

On Sunday, Oct..14, at 6:10
am., our 12 - year - old son
was on his way to deliver the
Detroit Free Press. As he ap-

proached the corner of Rock-
Iand and Plymouth Road, a
car swerved south from
Plymouth onto Rockland and
struck our boy.

My husband was helping
another son load his paper
bags in front of our home
and saw the accident happen.
‘The car turned its lights out
and kept on going. My hus-
band stepped out to slow the
car down and was almost

run down. He immediately *

ran down to the corner to the
aid of our son.

Hearing my husband shout,
I checked to see what had
happened and called the po-
lice. The policeman took the
report and said they had
three scout cars in the area
already due to a previous

Winners and losers, they are all wmhy of respect,
in that they understood the other old axiom about
competition: It isn’t who won or lost, it's how you /
played the game.

THERE’S. NO NEED T0 PLAY mnﬁ-wuen
YOU REACH THE BIG LEAGUEY

Driver Hits, Then Takes Off

READ ERS’ FORUM

the op-
portumty fo represent ‘Gur
school and community in the

. state finals at Jackson. -
Last but not least, we want

2
Please: type {or write clearlv! and limit letters
to 300 words.

@ tLetters must be signed. with the writer's *
address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-
er's request and for good cause.

.. ® The editor reserves the right to reject un-
suitable letters.

to express our gratitude to a
super golf coach and friend,
Bob Waters. Without his de-
dication and love of the

thankful I'm nof\that person.

Also, 1 hope this person nev-

er has to go through what he -
has made us go igh.

MRS. PAT FULLER
Redford Twp.

City Tour
Delightful

The Plymouth Mail & Observer - The Southfield News & Observer

The Livonia Observer - The Redford Observer
The Westland Observer - The Garden City Observer

The Farmington Enterprise & Observer

tinve by bus or rail into the
city.
There are now 80 million

sport, and the inspiration and
confidence he gave the team,
we couldn't have.done it.
SALEM GOLF TEAM,
. ) Plymouth
council to field any questions
that fell under his jurisdic- .
tion. . ‘A Moment
The trip was informative, akn »
delightful and free of charge. Of We ess
I héartily recommend that .
more of our citizens take this EDITOR:

.opportunity to leam about

“our” city - its history,
present and future - when
these toury are offered again.

BARBARA LAYMAN

Would you publish an open
letter to someone who, in
moment of weakness, took
off with my datghter’s clari-
net from the bus stop where
my daughter forgot it and

* boarded the bus for school on

- Founded 1835

(RN

. bicyclists in. the United
T . States, the Friends say, but

\J only 16,000 miles of bikeways

N Member for-about 13 inches per rider.

. \J susurean In 1972, Some :ﬁz billion of
G NEWSPAPERS our gasoline an 1t
@‘2’ N "AP “ OF AMERICA! taxes were spent mp?ﬁgi
S AT i ER \ ways, while less than $1 bil-

lion went for public trans-
portation. Practically nothing
was provided for bikeways.
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Traffic studies show that 43
per cent of all utban work

; trips made by autos are four

miles or less and, in nine out

mpscomdbemdebypub-

. lic transportation, car pools

or, the Friends point out, bi-
cycles, R

call.
The son who- was struck
down could not identify the

car or driver.. My hushand:
.and other son could not po-

sitively identify the car but
sald it was a black, late
model 195 or early '60s
Chevrolet or Okdsmobile. The
car was also nolsy, maybe in
need of a muifler, and was
dented on one side. There
were elther three or four.oc-
cupants in the car.
One-cannot describe the ef-
fects an accident such as this
has on the victim and we the
parents, All we can
whoever was ible was
cither drunk, High on drugs
or a person without a back-
bone. They must also be
without a conscience and the
only thing about them is, I'm

EDITOR:

I'd like to commend the
city and especially the may-
or's office on the recent Sat-
urday morning bus tours of
Livonia.

My speclal appmcmuon
goes to our “tour director,”

Bill Joyner, a very well in-
formed. and  personable
young man who conducted-
our tour to all corners of Li-
vonia. Heled\lswslgh!slf
never knew and
through his- commentary 1
learned many facts per-
taining to our history that ¥
was ‘unaware of - throughout
my 14 years of residence.

Also present ‘on the bus
was a member of the city

A

Livonia 3

. a Monday morning.

A very sad young lady,re-
ported her loss to the police
depanmmt

* On Tuesday morning when
*. she returned to the bus stop

* for school, there was the:

clarinet ~ back'again.

Salem Golfers
Thank Many

EDITOR:

‘The- 1973 Plymouth Salem
High School golf team would
like to thank Tom Donoghue
{sports editor) and the Ob-

We are most happy over
this incident, and my hus-.
‘band- wanted me to write this
letter in hope that the person

, rector of Salem, for the din-

us in the sports program. o

returning  the - instrument
might hlnw of our dauﬂ\ier s
delight.

Her faith in all mankind is
once more back intact.

server Newspapers' Inc. for
the sports article and picture -
about our recent state title.
We would also like to thank
Bill Brown, principal, and
John Sandmann, athletic di-

MRS,
RICHARD Wx .SCARLE'H‘
” SR
LIWNS

ner in our honor and for all
the support they have given



