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The lmponance of hnkmg psy-
chology and grap}\olog} is the thread
runs through' a new book.
writing and the:Human Mind,” by
Jotin Silvi of Livonia. .
The book. pr'mted by Harlo Press of

‘through him, Harlo Press and certain city
bookstores-in the metropolitan area.
Or. Anton Brenner.
educational psychology at Eastern
Mighigan University, has written an
analytical - sometimes critical- for-
ward to the book by his friend.

S{lvi) who hasbeen studying, lectur-
and doing handwriting analysis
23 years, says of the forward,”
“Dr; Brenter and I are both incensed
e cheapening: of handwriting ana-
Yoit can see the man is angry in
* his forward. He is as angry as I am.”

an!

_ten’zlmna]ly kpown in his field, com-

g [’hls is a unlque book, a ‘first’ in
the |history of American handwriting

Bv COR"\\" ABATT -~

“Hand- _

professor of

-Brénner, formerly with “the *

d: Human'Development and in-

\

THE HOLD UP was periormed in fun by
SI|V\ (Iower left) and-a troupe of young

u|

LBiLvI (below) was a member of a circus

in the mid<1930s. -

39 when this was takeri on a beach in

Mass. B -
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“He uses as building blocks ...
‘character traits’ like will power de-
* termination; imagination, pride, tena-
He anchurs each trait firmly
and deeply in' psychology .
pnbhcalmn fills a great void lhal exis-.
ted until now.” |

SllVl s dxspleasuxe w:lh the carnival
approach to what he considers very /.. !
seriolis busmess doesn’t come through ! .
strongly in the book. He is much i . R
more: concerned with an in-depth posi- | . - .
tive approach to analysis and in many
ways cautions his readers against flip-
pant, top - of - the - head judgments.

Wmle the basics may be simple, the'
final !interpretation is far from that.
The book intends to establish the rela-
tionship between the wrilten strokes
and the writer's mind.

Silvi likes to compare handwmmg

* to finger pnan No two identical ones

have ever been found,

He,asks his r‘eaders, many of whom

" life, the sandy haired, robust Silvi, who.
- claims he is forever 29, wrote the book; to

' .three. By thé time he was 18, he an

. and in the course of 14 or 15 years Silvi

- record for the highest flyaway somersdult.
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analyS\s 1t should have been written T N i I g
afong time ago . ! . .

“Silvi is a keen observer of. people

and handwriting, gifted with an un- !

usual perceptual and psychological

awareness and differentiation skill,

. with{imagination and a phijosophical

e lefw 44‘“
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‘nlng hnw to handle Lhe pl:r-

4 leres!ed in handwn}mg will
find Silgi's logical approach to ana-
to fdtlow and remember. A
loopis an enclosure. A lowgr loop is a

circle back, as the writerymoves for-- -

ward, he reaches back. Tenacuy isin-
dicated by the hook backwards'at the
end of a stroke.

This {s just the sort of thing whicly
Silyi wishes .to combat - this parlor ,
game\agalysis. So'if you want to find
out wh} to do with tenacity, agres-
siven persistence, generosity and
more, trhen it's indicated in the hand-
writin, it will take more than a cur-

ry sidy of Silvi's and other books. '
The ti§it of independence in hand- :
writing¥ould prove to be a stumbling

Silvi tells of the man who has'a fad:
ing t-bar .stroke runnin, lo a knifé,
edge ~-a sign of sarcasm: But the'
same writing shows hum iliLy and di-
plomacy combining for |a good bal-
ance. The beginning student couldl

ve grabbed at the sarcasm and
misread the person.

. .
are bound to be serious students of
handwriting ‘analysis, to look at each’ -
trait in light of all of the other traiL:
in handwriting.

In other words, imagination by’ it-
self ‘may be useléss unless it is
coupled with something that will

* make it a usable power. Human quali-
ties sometimes considered undesi-
rable. may be combined with some-
llung which creates a balance.

took place. '

icts.

" During “a  period of lragedy. the
handwritilg may show depression. In

Man Of Ma_ny ‘Cafeers

Acro bat Drwer,

By CORINNE ABA'n' says, “T've got all my teeth but nne anq I
could still do that.”
Good luck has run’ with him all kis life.

He's never bmke;z#bone — cracked a rib,

Thcy vnll travel together.
tend convenlmns apd take vacations, hul
they will al\m)s come home to Livonia.

Silvi }‘as -three sons, James, who will

wnhdhe publication of .his book, Qand~
writing and the Human Mind, John Silvi
may be on the way to his fifth, sxxth or sev-
enth full - time career.
Man of many talents and enthusxasm for

maybe, bul no sfious! falls. One time| he "
was taken 'off the ¢rack in an ambulance, af-
ter a crack- -Up, but'go broken bones. ‘

Though he is far tod busy with the ps‘esem
to spend much time thinking about thiepast,
there is a certain pride in his,. accom-
"He enjoys ing_ his |ex-
periences, and at the same time is almost
embarrassed by the attention he receives.

In the aérobatic’ da)s the greatest fear
.was not that he or orie ‘of his fellow per- -
formers would make a mistake, but rather °
eqmpment failure. \

He gels his rings and bar from the bas&
ament, spréads the heavy chrome plated\ng-
ging on the floor. -

*“Once in a while I go down and grab huld
of the rings - it really f€els goo o

“We always put our rigging up ourselves.:
We never allowed anyone else-to touch it.
This is true of all performers. Still. |any.
hook is liable to snap'and any link of the
chain could, break. I've been plenty fright-
ened about that. We didn't work with a|net,
but those who were doing more difficult
things did.” ’ i

He doesu’t mention that he was light >
heavywelght wrestling champlm\ of Canada,
and only in the final moment of a long|visit
to his home does he show his published
sheet music. He wrote the words and music .
for a ballad, *‘Where Are You Now."

He has_done many more, mostly ballads.
. @ few hymns; but only one was published.
r:Many were written while he was wres-
‘tiing and at the. same lime being scoutmas:
ter for a troop of 65 boys in Detroit. X
In his free moments he was posing las a
model for artists and sculptors. | -
- There may be more careers for John Sil-
vi; He's'that type of guy. But one thifig is
certain: All of them will have the house on
Levan as home base.
Both he and his wife, Elinore, whom he
-married two years ago are completely; hap-
panther man.” He wrestled in the py in the attractive house with the well -
heavyweight class, 195 to 200 pounds. Some tended lawn and garden.
of_ his opponents, such as Louis Kléin, are  «j (il be here until 1 die,” Silvi|says
still wrestling. Both as.a wrestler and cir-  smiling, “I just love it here, right here in'
cus performer, Silvi traveled the counlry. this neighborhood. This is’ the-finest neigh-
‘The traveling life finally-came to an.end” borhood I have ever lived in in mylife.”
when Silvi got tired of seeing his family at :
Mrs. Silvi, sitting on the couch in the fam-

reinforce the stand that ham]wmmg ana-
lysis is'a valuable tool. The book is an ef-
fort to establish a solid refationship between
a person's handwriting and his mind. ~ |
Silvi's interest began 23 years ago, when a
friend introduced him to a handwriting ana-
lyst. His first reaction. he says was a casu-
al: “*Aw, come on now."
When she sent him her analysis, he says,
] was totally shocked .. and hooked.” | .
Presently Silvi, 18456 Levan, Livonia,- is
sales mariager for -Bell Equipment Co. of
Troy which sells sanitation trucks. He takes
- the advance interest in his book as an in-
dicator of a time,when : lecturing, con-
sultation and “teaching about handwnung
miay become a full time occupation.
‘Character analysis is his spes
-would rather e involved in helping peop e
to become better people 0 understand
themselves.”
. Silvi's colorful. life began in Rome, Ila}
The family moved to Canada when he was
d a.
. group of friends had become:rélatively good
at acrubahcs anid gymnastics at the local
YMCA. )
They

joined the Russell Brothérs Cir ns,A

an aerial gymnast and ﬂcro
different circuses.

“We would go wherever the pay was h
est.”, Buring'the winters he and ms ol
wnuld perform in vaudeville. -

Around 1934-35, he was said to’ nola the

sevi

‘The.feat was done from aerial rings, and he
landed on a small pad on the ground.
While he was still in the circus, Silvilgot
into professionial wrestlmg‘ A Cmcagn news-
paper writer described his  panther - like ap-
proach and he was eventaally dubbed

I
i
i

some cases, an analyst would ask for
a specimen made before the event

Silvi sees handwriting analysis asa
“useful tool in working with drug ad- |

- While he doesn't believe'a tendency
for drug use can be found in hand-
writing, the .analysis of someone al-
reaty on drugs could prove beneficial .

Salesman,

They - will at-

Block -- more impgrtant is how it re-
lates to}me other traits.

‘Diffetent from many books on hand-
writing§ an. the market, this one is ~
heavy'dn the analysis and explanation
. and light on handuriting samples. :

The jeader may want to havé a .
couple,g[ 'samples of his own to look
at as h;goes threugh. sl

Watfy: those t bars: they, tell a lot. -
"Biit o'} when related propérly to ozh
erthin

move into l&e same peighborhood as his fa-
ther next Waék: Jack who also lives.in Li-
‘ yonia; and ‘Donald, Redford resldem' and’,
fcrmer auto racer.

infrequent intervals and his sons loking at ily room, looking out over the ‘garden, “THE PANTHER MAN" in m:

He says, “Contrary to what people: be-

hzve, thie cfrcus is a very lonely life. .
*People who go to the circus see the per-

formance, the rhinestones, the spangles, the
glitter. When it's over, they go back to their
homes and the performer goes to a hotel
room by himself.
“As a performer, all you see is Iarge .
groups of faces; you never get to know any-
body. 1 got tired of if, I wanted a home
life.” /
In addition to being g qrcus and vaulde-
ville pefformer and wiestler, Silvi during
the 1930s was‘a professibnal race car driver -
and motorcycle rider. -

He brushes conversatfon about these day!
aside: “But we didn't /go nearly as fast 5
they do now."

“The cars we drgve had no roll bars, no
seat” bell.s, and we didn't wear crash hel-
mets.” i

Somewhere along in-his daredevil years,
Silvi saw somebiody puil a car with his teeth
— a cable from the front humper tmme
mouth,

Since he had strong teeth; Silvi declded to
try it. Pretty soon, he was doing all kinds of
surprising teeth power feats. He has a pic-
ture of a much publicized contest at Det-
roit’s old Motor City Speedway. The chal-
lenge was to see who could cross the finish
line first, a modified stock car doing four
laps or Silvi pulling a full side automobile
and driver, with his teeth for 250 ‘feet. {The
winner was never proclaimed. Silvi and,the
stock car crossed the finish line at the same
time.

him almost as if he was a stranger.
Keng agrees saymg this will be home forever. B nent Louis Kleirh who is still

He looks at the picgixre for a moment and
R
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