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Hampshire héalth dept. 1351
month to head up Oakland's
health program. He speaks
candidly about the most com-
monly | reported commu—
nicable |disease in the 'coun-
try - gonorrhea Together
with syph:hs it is classified
as VD - venereal disease. .

"Syph.\lls is sort of holding
steady,” Dr. Wiese says,
“but onorrhea is runmng
wild.”

He uses the word “epidem-
ic” to |describe the situation
and remarks that epidemic,
like many other terms, ‘has
been {overused and con-
sequently Iost its punch.

“But it is an epidemic, and
I think we ought to use the
word for'a Situation of near
cataslrophxc proportions.”

Wiese ran his finger down
a chart of statistics and read
. off: “In the ldst 10 years, the"
reported cases of gonorthea
in the U.S. tripled. In Mich-
igan they doubled, and in
Oakland = County they : in-
creased by 40 ‘times.”

These aren't population
percentages just straight fig-
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cases of gonorrhea reported
in Oakland County. This year
there are 1,800 so far and the
yearend pumber is expected
to be more than 2,200,

He gives thiree reasons for
the sharp increase: There
are more cases of go-
northea; reporting is getting
better; and in July 1972, the
county established an asymp-
tomic screening test for fe-
males which uncovered some
382 cases out of 11,000 tests
which were made along with
pap smears or pelvic exam-
inations for any reason.

Gonorrhea is much easier
to diagnose in men. There is
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an obvmus discharge in the
male that is less!apparent in
the female. Diagnosis for
men can;be made from a di-
rect smear.

“In the female 2 Dr. Wiese
says, “we do better with a
culture.” ‘

Diagnosis notyithstanding,
the effects of untreated go-
northea can be 'devastating
to both male and female. ~

“It isn’t innocuous,” he ex-
plains. “It can ‘cause ster-
llity, serious pelvic in-
flamation requiring surgery
and gnnococcnl arthritis,
Mzny a iyoung woman has
lost her terus without ever
baving a baby becanse of go-
norrhea.” l

Dr. Wiese paoes the floor
of his office as he talks about
gonorrhea. “It’s easy to diag-
nose, easy to treat, so what's
the hassle?”*

He says that treatment is
quick and free if a person
goes to either the north or
south Oakland County Health
Dept. or one of several free
clinics such as Common
Ground of Birmingham. One
_-dose or shot will do it. It can
be pemmllm ampicillin,
spectinomyein or tetracy-
cline.

““The dose Lhat‘s given has
mbehkeaJoeLomspmch
hard and fast.”

Dosages ‘for d.\seases such
as strep throat are much
lower and are generally over
a more extended period of
time. - They won't cure go-
norrhea.

Still, many ;of those in-
fected don’t come in for the
quick, easy, free cure.

“So what do | ‘ymx do? Whip
out the scare bag? If you teli
people how things are and,
what can : happen to them,
they laugh? If-you want to
have gonorrhea and don’t
care if you're sterile, at least
don’t do Hns to  your
friends.”

Gonorrhea is highly con:
tagious and is contacted
through sexual intercourse
with an infected person. No
immunity is built up, it can
be contacted again and
again, and each reinfection
requires treatment to halt
the spread.
“It is a very transmissible
disease. One infected female
can give it to 20 or 30 males,
and an infected male could

AS CHAIRWOMAN of Wayne State Uni-
versity's campus beautification committee,
Mrs. Olga Dworkin of Farmington pins a flower

on WSU presldent George E.

Gullen Jr. as

it businessman Ivan Ludington watches.

s. Dworkin, of 31401
Gullen with the flower

Stonewood, presented
during the opening of

the Second Avenue Mall on the WSU' campus.

The ‘mall was built with

a donation of $161,400

from the McGregor Fund.
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Observer Plans Second

Seminar On Wednesday

The Observer iNewspapers
will stage the secnnd of three
publlclly press relauuns sem-
inars Wednesday (Sept. 26)
in_the | Observer building,
36251 in Livonia.
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+ FIREPLACE
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27740 FORD RD.
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scheduled for Thursday, Oct.
11. There are a few va-
cancies and persons desiring
to attend should make reser-
vations in the next few days.

give it to an equal number of
females.”

Wiese says patients who
come to the porth clinfc in
the Oakland County complex
on Telegraph north of Eliza-
beth Lake Rd. or the south
office, 27725 Greenfield Rd.,
Southfield, will be treated
free of charge :with respect
and with privacy.

“We will ask in the course
of treatment, and with all
tact, who their contacts
were. We are trying to get
people to think of it as an in-
fectious rather than sexual
disease.”

the new
screening,

In spite o
asymptomatic

free and simple treatment §

and a lot of publicity, Dr.
,Wiese isn’t optomistic about
gonorrhea.

“I don't think it’s ever go-
ing to end. Gonorrhea is bur-
geoning, Every graph looks
like a sales chart. At this
point, 1 confess, I'm dis-
couraged.”

Sharp Spedks
For Cornell

FARMINGTON

Master of ceremonies and
announcer for: the Comnell
University football season is
a Farmington man.

Lee Sharp, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Sharp of Farm-
ington Hills, has been se-
lected as the *'voice of Cor-
nell.”’

A 1971 graduate of North
Farmmgton ngh School,
Sharp is a ]umor in the
school “of engineering. Last
year he was on the board of
managers of ' the student
union, and was a member of
the Cornell Ambassadors, a
university speakers bureau.
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Actually
gram will be that originally
scheduled for Sept.'12 which
was postponed_ due to prob-
lems at the plant.

All of those who registered
for the Sept. 12 meeting will
participate. The Observer
has a cumplete list of regis-
trants and willj check names
as the participants report for
the 8 p.m. session.
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