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_Life

(This is the first of two arti- . “Before, they seldom went
cles on Community Living out and either just sat in in-
Centers, Inc., which oper- stitutions or were a problem
ates residences for retarded to their families. Here they

adulls. The second. will be
- published in Observing Life
Wednesday, Oct. 8.)

LA
By MARGARET MILLER

Fo}' most people, it's no big
deal "to. hold a job and be
self-supporting. :

Or to be accepted readily
at home.

Or just to live in dignity.

But for the retarded adult,
finding any of these values in
life has been nearly impos-
sible — until recently.

* - The difference .is Commu-
nity Living Centers, a con-

find closer relationships,
have activities to enjoy.”
“boy” Mrs. Wagner
loves .to tell about, because
he so well epitomizes the
possibilities in this new way
of looking at the retarded.
He was in an institution {17
years, she said, and. barely
Jlearned to care for himself,
let alone do any productive .
-work. And the cost of his
care. there was anywhdre
_from $20 to $40 a day.
“But we encourage them
to be independent,” she said.
“Now not only paying his
own way — he's saved morjey

even likes to brag that npw

Smber 26/ 1973
o

. i
COMMUNITY LIVING CENTERS staff members check over records !’
for the 51 residents of four homes for retarded aduits. From left are
Virginl itty, secretary, and Jeanne Sadler and Vicki Nelson, social.

husband quit his tool and die
job and is kept very busy su-
pervising the meals and
home management and driv-
ing the residents to and from
work."”

‘Each of the four homes

to opén in February, will be
operated like the four al-
ready,: functioning through
Community Living Centers.
Thel ofganizatidn, originally
quartered 'in Wagner House,
now |has: offices at 23280

give hope to the retarded and 'S helping Uncle Sam, who now operating has a van-type Farmington Road in down-
el families all over the 'ook care of him for |so vehicle for tra ion of -fown | F on.  There
country. long.” the big “family.” Mrs. Wagner, social workers

Four homes operated now  Community Living Centers
by Community Living Cen- pave had several years |of
ters, Inc., mean a new life eyolvement, 'and most of| it
for 51 retarded persons. centers around Mary Wag:

Two more are under coo- per,
struction and will accom-

modate 32 more. These are It was about five years ago

that she began to realize,
both as a special education
teacher at.North Farmington

by foderal mone) oouen High School and as the moth-

. the Department of Housi
and Uﬂfr{ll)evelopmenl. "€ er of a retarded son, hat
Mrs. Mary Wagner, execu- there had to be something
tive director of Community bettar’ for the retardate| in
Living Centers, has a waiting 1008Y'S society.
-list that at last count num-  “Qur special education stu-
bered more than 200. dents would seem to be doing
The 51 now in the program well on the school pro-
live in large, comfortable grams,” she said, “but after
homes, each presided over they graduated and were at
by house-parents. Most have home' for a while they
Jobs and earn regular wages. weren't doing so well.
Some el ke a7 18 e od sind o o
few go to school, ' jobs, but without supervision
All do their share in home they didn't function well in a
ﬁwﬁrmgng taking care femilies found Lhem"incr,ay
Six young men even have ingly hard to handle.
advanced to the point where  She and her husband, Rob-
they have their own apart- ert, a tool-and-die maker,
ments, but they still are un- took a couple of retarded
der the guidance of Commu- boys, into their home. With
nity Living Centers. the supervision they knew

Some of the current clients  gig mych better.
earn enough as dishwashers, ~pere were so’' many
hospital aides or maybe jani-  requests for more of this fort
tors to pay the $240 2 month  of care that in 1963 the Wag-
room and board charge. pers and several other fami-

For others, there are full yie5 formed a non-profit tor-
or supplemental stipends - poratian to try to set up a
from the Michigan Depart- community fiving situation.
ment of Social Services. A° “wagner House opened in
few have families able to pay * october of 1969, with | six
room and board for them. young men at first. Ideally

All go regularly to the joeated in a rambling |old
bank to take care of their i house on 13 Milé in
own financial affairs - with parmington Hills that |had
the help of their house- peen ysed as a nursing home

ts and social workers in  gpg thus was zoned mul-

e, Community Living oper- i dwelling, it is still going
ation. . strong. .

And all find a pride in their " Robert Wagner is the. bffi-
homes and a comfort- g houseparent and hejand
ableness in their living situ- pic wife live there with their
ations that they never have youngest son.
kmovn. “The rules of Community

«There's a dignity these Living Centers require [that
people never had before — in - one of the houseparents not

- institutions and even in their be otherwise _employed,”
own homes,” sald Mrs. Wag- Mrs. Wagner said. “Fq us,
ner. I'm the working parent-my

Decorators Meet Oct. 4

Betty Poellet will begin a in the Plymouth Credit
two-session  workshop  on Unslgg. will
painting bachelor buttons on  first fire steps in paintiny
china i delicate flowers, and
na, when the Northwille S oPe o’ complete th
Spring China Painters meet  struction. All interested may
at 10 am. Thursday, Oct. 4, attend.

explain. the
the

work situation. And thelr.

how to give, the retardates .

in-

Jeanne Sadler, Vicki Nelson,

The second center to open ; Vicki Nels
s secretary Virginia Ditty

was .a ranch home on the
same .13 Mile property that
had been built as a residence
for nursing home employes. .
Mrs. Alice Edwards presides tTis
as house-parent there, and
eight young men call it
home.

Other homes have opened
i Pontiac and Hazel Park,
and in May of this year
ground was broken for two
more homes, just around the
corner from the Farmington
Nursing Home on Folsom
Avenue.

Thest HUD-funded homes
will provide space for 16 men
and 16 women. The first in
the country to be built for
this specific purpose, they ©°
hopefully will serve as proto-
types for more such homes.

The new homes, scheduled

the residents.

“Success of our clients in
rogram has been due to
close follow-up mieth-
Mrs. Wagher said.
“Stipervision is needed all
ay, with close coopera-
tion |between residents, ‘em-
ployers, social  workers,
houseparents, director and
staff;”

The, social workers split
the case load,’ but all fune-
tioning in that:area are fa-
miliar with all the residents.
They also work to some ex-
tent jwith thosé on the wait-
ing lists to prepare them for

unity living.
(Next week: 'What does the
future hold for Community
Living Centers, Inc.?)

;i .
ROBERT WAGNER (cefiter) house-parent
for Wagner House, gets sme meal prepara-
tion help from residents Carol and Don, (Evert
photos) Yo

keep [complete records on all .

m. m.

One of fall's most enjoyable events — the big football
game ~ took an a new dimension for us last weekend.
. We had someone to watch dopm on that field. Not 2
husky gridder, from our all-girl hpusehold, but a clarinet
plajer in the big band that until very recently was known
as “famous ing men.”

'We bad wondered If we'd be able to find our soph-
omore who s helping “integrate” the marching band in its
second year of co-ed participation. ¢

For three years a fellow student we knew had caried
4 blue drum, so we always located him _wnl!mut difficuity.
The younger girls suggested that their big sister might try
a pink or green clarinet. \ R

Turned out such an impessible move Wasn't necessary.
She's 'not very tall, and sandwiched between itwo

memos |

b
{six-looters, she was pretty easy:to keep track of, even

through the shifting patterns the band maneuvered.

Later we tried something else new. ~ staying all the
way through a one-sided game and then following the band
backtothe practice field. |1

Our youngest thonght staying abreast of her sister’s
rank on that march and trying out some’of the band’s fan-

| ¢y steps was almost as much fon as eating quantities of

cy steps

: fried chicken before the game.
¢ :Sheeven got to try on the pluied béndsman hat.
i T admit to.a bit of huffing and puffing before finishing
| that quick walk back. ! N

Maybe, by the time our daughter finishes a season in
 the marching band, her mother; will be in a little better
: condition.- * [ : ’

F
|} -Margaret Miller

i

executive director, ather desk in the organiza-
tion's downtown Farmington ofﬁcgs. .
‘ b

SNOOPY, the'pet.of Wagner House, Cc’m-
munity Living Centers, Inc., home for retarded
adults, gets a bit"of grooming. Maureen is
doing the honors while Kathy watches.
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MRS. MARY WAGNER, Community Living
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“VANESSA” by, Drexel

now for a limited time only

at savings of 10%

!
Vanessa transforms a room to d

forgotten age when the Italian Re-

naissance was in full flower. .
' 1

Dramatic, romantic, intriguing
. . .yet with unadomed classic
simplicity. So right for your tradi-
tional, but look:of-today bedroom.
Lovingly crafted of pecan solids,
walnut veneers, accented with en-

graved Carpathian elm burls.
4

Your choice of various Sizes in

dresser, chest, and beds and in
finish between a medium walnut
or an antique white custom ﬁni\Sh.

ALL NOW SALE PRICED.

i
Vo

\
Stop in and see what words c}m ‘
never portray. Professional Interi- -

or Design Service and budget

terms, of course. : S
K \ !
! \ ; \
; ]
Visit our Drexel Heritage Furniture Gallery :

Drexel : Onelof the largest in Michigan | -

Heritage' \ {

Ray l nteriﬂrs furnishings for d;zs‘tincﬁ?e homes

.. . ! | '
33300 Slocum Drive, ’Farming'l'on {2 blks. S. of Grand River off; Farmington

[
ﬁ
!
/
{ | :
! |
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Phone 476\#7272. Monday, Thursday, Friday till /91P.M.“ |




