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By Doc Minard *

Quips

With orie week remaining
in the Hazel Park harness
meeting and two in the DRC
campaign, it's about time to
start thinking of 1974 and
how Racing Commissioner
Leo Shirley is going to re-
solve all of the problems he
faces. .

He doesn't have too much
time for thought before he

* must, by law. announce the
thoroughbred datés for next
year. It will be an interesting
announcement inasmuch as
it will disclose to a point
what the harness racing
tracks will be allotted.

The Detroit Racing Associ-
ation has asked for 121 days
next year and it is surmised
Hazel Park Racing Associ-
ation has done likewise.

This year the-DRA refused
to accept the additional 31
days and will close its 90-day
session on Nov. 10. Hazel
Park accepted the dates and
will open an early winter
campaignon Nov. 4. -

Perhaps the most startling
thing about the late meeting
is that Hazel Park will have
.2 3:30 p.m, post on weekdays
and 2:30 p.m. on Saturdays.

All of which means the fi-
nal-three or four races will
be under the lights, some-
thing that was absolutely
verboten a few years back.
Perhaps it was one of those
old tales..

early November, 1 p.m. in
late’ November and 12:30
p.m. on Saturdays. The Ohio
track doesn't have lights,
which accounts for some of
the thinking since it has-to
have the races over before
nightfall, but the fact is that
more and more tracks are
scheduling early starts and_
find the customers loveé it.
Regardless of the rumors,
the Detroit Racing Associ-
ation will continue with its
early post times next year.
“We have made a check of
tracks across the nation,”
said Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager Dick Wilson.
“Most tracks are starting
earlier with the exception of

.the Detroit area Where we

made the change, but Hazel
Park refused.” .

The rumor mills are grind-
ing out all sorts of things
these days, all of which have
heeanenied by the manage-
ments. Some of the rumors

are: .

No. 1 - Hazel Park will op-
erate its early winter meet-
ing over the facilities of the
Detroit Race Course, starting
Nov. 14 because of the huge
costs involved in changing
the racing strip from the
clay base of the trotters and
pacers to the soft surface for
the runners and then shifting
back to the clay base at the

can't race under lights. The
answer to that is they have
at Hazel Park and the DRC
in the past three or four

‘ears.

We can't understand why
the east side track isn't fol-
lowing the pattern ‘of the
DRC and starting with a 2:30
pm. post on weekdays and
1:30 on Saturdays.

From Cleveland comes a
story that the races there
will start at 1:30 p.m. in

end of the
meeting. ,

True enough the costs are
high but the DRA has no
such thoughts of leasing the
big mile track for’ the meet-
ing. There isn't that much
love between the two man-
agementgy -

.No. 2 - There is. a sugges-
tion. that all harness racing
be at the DRC and all thor-
oughbred racing at Hazel
Park. This is just a revival
of a proposal made by for-

Stunned Falcons

Grounded, 34-23

Walled Lake Central ran.
three offensive plays and all.
but ran. Farmington right

into the loss column. -
Central’s first three plays
from scrimmage netted

touchdowns, of 58, 62 and 80
yards and the Falcons found
themselves down, 20-0.

It was Farmington's third
setback in six outings and
gave the Falcons a 22 mark
in the Inter-Lakes Confer-

‘ence.

Walled Lake upped its lead
to 349 after three quarters
with Farmington tallying
twice in the final 12 minutes.

“We were half in shock,”
stated Farmington Assistant
Coach Dave Catherman.
“But the kids didn't quit af-
ter those three quick scores.
They really came back.”

Central opened the contest
with a 58-yard screen pass
touchdown from Craig Im-
hotf to Mark Pietras. Farm-
ington ‘was stymied on its
next two drives and Walled
Lake' exploded with two
more scores.

Kevin Long broke loose for
a 62-yard romp and Bruce
Hummell sped around end
for an 80-yard six-point play.
Central QB Craig Imhoff ran
a two-point conversion and

the Falcons found them-
selves down, 20-0.

Farmington attempted to
pick up the pieces in the sec-
ond stanza. Bob Holton cli-
maxed a 73-yard.march with
an eight-yard spurt and Bob
Drake booted a 26-yard field
goal to slice it to 209 at the
half.

But Central’s explosive at-
tack came to life again in the "
third. Long broke away on a
S2.yard scoring romp and
Pietras on a 67-yard burst to
make it 349 going into the
last 12 minntes.

The Falcons bounced back
with two scores. Ken Di-
Rocco tallied on a one-yard

nm to cap a 63yard drive . ]

and John Hans scored from
two yards out to complete a
71-yard drive. Steve Koinis
made good a two-point play.
The contest ended with
Farmington on the Central

11

Farmington finished with
14 first downs to Central's
seven, Central totaled 319
yards on the ground, 261 of
those coming on four touch-
down runs.- The Falcons
rushed for 191 yards and Hol-
ton hit on eight of 15 passes
for 131 yards.
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mer Racing Commissioner
difference is that Inglis sug-
gested all trotting meets at
Hazel Park and vice versa.
It never got off the ground.

No. 3 - Both running tracks
will have later post times
next year with DRC going
back to the 3:30 afternoon
and 2:30 Saturday starts.

As indicated above DRC
Vice President Dick Wilson'
denies any such thoughts for
his racing plant . . . that
means early racing on the
west side and late on the
east.

No. 4 - Michigan's thor-
oughbred tracks are hoping
Sunday racing will be ap-
proved by the legislature for
1974. Ohio has such a law ef-
fective next year and there
are indications Pennsylvania
and New York will follow.
Seems reasonable that the
legislature will pass the mea-
sure especially since Windsor
Raceway can race on Sun-
days.

Remember a few years
back when the blue laws pre-
vailed in Canada? One
couldn't buy anything, get a
newspaper or go to any kind
of a sporting event on the
Sabbath. Times sure have
changed.
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Extra point conversions
are part of every coach's vic-
tory plan. Livonia Bentley
Coach Glen Goode has had
the plan but not. the con-
versions.

Bentley fell to its second
extra point defeat in as
many weeks_ in a Suburban
Eight clash with Allen Park,
1413, Y
. Two conversion attempts

~ Allen Park Nip

that missed led to a 1412 de-
feat a week prior to Trenton,
with a blocked kick this time
putting Goode . into an extra
point dilemma.

“It is really discouraging
to score six points and miss
on the conversion,” stated
Goode whose ~ club has
slipped below .500 at 34.

“This was our poorest
showing of '73,” added

Goode, who was without the
services of five of his start-
ers due to injuries received
in the Trenton contest.”” Our
timing was way off. This was
the fourth straight time we
have lost to Allen Park.”
The Bulldogs fell to a 24
league vecord with Edsel
Ford on tap this Friday in
the league finale and Livonia
Franklin the following week.

s Bentle

“We are not a 34 ball
club,” explained Goode.

In the ‘four leagie “losses,
his Bulldogs have fallen by a
total of 13 points. Belleville
blanked them, 7-0: Plymouth
Salem won an 1815 squea-
ker; and Trenton slipped by
1412 and now Allen Park,
1413,

The .Bulldogs tallied the
third time they got the ball

Chiefs Scalped, 42-33

West_ern Tops Canton

There was only one defi-
ciency ip new-born Plymouth
Canton’s highest scoring per-
formance of its initial varsity
football campaign. A defen-
sive classic it was not and
despite Canton’s five touch-
downs, the- Chiefs wound up
on the short end to Walled
Lake Western, 42-33.

Western led all the way af-
ter Jeff Parrish rambled 43
yards for the first of his four
six-pointers five minutes into
the opening period. But again
and dgain Canton came
scrambling back to the
delight of its largest home
crowd yet.

The game was one of the
ghlights of Canton's de
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tion weekend. The Chiefs
even had the inspiration of
hearing their " school fight
song for the first time, done
to the tune of Chio"State’s
“Across the Field.”

But any resemblance to the
Buckeyes. ended right there
as Western escaped the
Western Six cellar, leaving it
exclusively to Canton which
finished 0-5 in the league and
is 16 overall with two non -
league games remaining.

Parrish had a sensational
night -afoot as he personally
accounted for 220 yards from

‘serimmage. He scored on
runs of 43, 21, 27 and 21_

yards, Mark Shurmur getting

SNOW

Western's two other tallies
on short plunges..

Quarterback Tom Close
scored three times for Can-
ton from inside the five and
passed 30 yards to Don Lioyd
for another. Canton's other
tally was on a 54-yard sprint
by Mike Ogden.

1t was strictly an offensive
show as -Walled Lake
amassed 411 yards by ground
and air to Canton’s 359, 146
of which came orf” 11 pass
completions in 14 attempts.

Western led at these
plateaus: 6-0 and 120 in the
first quarter; 127, 207, 20-14
and 2814 in the second;
2821, 3621 and 36-27 before
the third quarter was over,

*18

and then 4227 and 4233 in
the final stanza.

After their final touch-
down, the brash Chiefs went
the onside kick route suc
cessfully and were in West-
ern territory with visions of
putting eight more points on
the board, which would have
left it -an incredible 42-41.
However, they ran out of gas
at the Walled Lake 35.

As it was, scoreboard oper-
ator Herb Spring already
was at the point of exhaus-

ion.

Canton will finish out its
home campaign by hosting
Woodhaven Friday night and
will be on the road against
Dearborn in the finale Nov.9.

early in the second quarter.
Following an Allen Park
punt, Bentley marched 61
yards in 12 plays with quar-
terback Bob Wastlewski tak-
ing it in from one yard oht. A
13-yard pass -from Wasi-
fewski-to Bill Brown set up
the score. Wasilewski made
good the point after and it
was Bentley, 70.

Allen Park bounced back
late in the first half on a
19-yard burst by QB Bert
Beaney with two seconds re-
maining. A kick after by
Larry Schonfeld tied it at
seven-all at the half.

The Bulldogs exploded
again in the third stanza
when Wasilewski intercepted
an Allen Park pass qn the 45
and returned it to 25. The fol-
lowing play saw.Wasilewski
hit Brown for the score. But
the conversion attempt was
blocked and Goode had to
have visions of what lay
ahead.

Two series later, Allen
Park started a drive on its
32. A third down 3l:yard re-
verse play set up a i7-yard
Beaney to Bob Vacca score
that again tied things ‘up.
Schonfeld split the uprights
on the point after and Allen
Park had the lead and the

game. .
- Bentley got as far as the
Allen Park 20 after that with
a Wasilewski pass being in-
tercepted.
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