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NATURE'S GIFTS are captured
artlstically for hollday entertaining
by Begs Decker. {Observer photo)

- By JUDITH BERNE

Blonde, sophisticated Bess Decker relies on nature

for home decoration - bolidays and eves
rried to artist Albert Decker, the talented Gar-
den cny woman has arranged displays for a fashion-
able Ann Arbor store for nearly 20 years and now con-
centrates on her om home and occasional talks to local

group:
Bor the holiday table seltings she whippped up os-
pecially for Ofiserver readers, 1 didn't go oul and buy
anything,” Mrs. Decker pointed out. “Most people have
the makings of a lovely holiday centerpicce right within
their homes and yards. They just don't realize iL.

““TOO MANY PEOPLE deny their eyes. They think
in terms of standard table seltings, standard center- -
pleces ond standard hlida fare

e people being dictated to by rules and
Rgulmlnns >
rs. Decker depends on her garden for many of
ble nrnmgumen as well as for treatments

throughout her home can't leave nature,” she ex-
plained simply. s exciting to find things that go to-
geth

Cuttings from the boxwood hedge and pine trees in
her yard are included in two table arrangements .

one in combination with a_pyramid of osage oranges
(known as hedgeball) and the other to set off mmuo\se
Christmas balls resting in a crystal bowl,

“When [ use artificial things, there is no doubt that
they are artificial,” the talented lady stipulated. “I nev-
" er try to cheat nature,”

An arrangement of alabaster grapes and figs and
glass balls‘makes a lovely conterpiece against a back-

 of leaves which Mrs. Decker dips in glycerine to
. The combinstion of evergreens and r
is another centerpicce idea

stralght from the garden.
ver dony the simplilly of fresh frult in an ar-

mstmg bowl for a focal point,” Mrs. Decker admo-
nished, "It says you cared o nnnugh 2 And colorful nop-
kins arranged in a wicker basket can make a perfect
centerpicce for an informal supper — pert and prac—
ical.

“I love the glow of candlos, but you have to be

ul,” the artful Mrs. Decker explained. “Candles
should Gither be lower or higher han eye level in a
table sefting, or they intru

" Actuay, 1 prefer candles used around a_table
rather than on it. Or, they may be used to welcome
people Lo the table and then removed.

She believes that a holiday table, as well as any ~

otter, shauld harmonize with the room and house
around it * and also the fiost and hostess. “It's just
smart to wear something which hlcnds in. That total-
ness becomes part of the party.

“THE BEST WAY to welcome guests into your
bousc s to have things in order, she continued,
“Trying to-force decorations and feelings just doesn't
work. 1 will make people immedialely uncomfortable.

Just relax with nature.
M cler finds that al the Christmas season
compulsion to use red, regardless of
Divher 8 T e color seheme. 11 you are uncom-
fortable with red, just don't 3 advis

Greens and golds or Livers and bes symbotize Christ
mas Jllsl as well.

r people whose homes avoid nalure’s colors, such
a3 decoraiie schemes built around red and black, Mrs.

thing from nature into a color which will go along with
‘your existing setting.

holidays - worth presenting well

She ohsérved that food color as well as taste should
be considered in planning meals and table seltings.
“I'm a strong advocate of white china. 1t's n perfect
backdrop fo culrful foodsand looks well an.any tabie-
clathor placema

Ploo ndvised ogainst using total cts of dishes.

The pertecl trio Is clegant dinnerware, a casual line

D ssert or coffos et - (iffcrent In patiem and

exture, but in harmoriring colors to be sed separately
or lam:uler

“IT REALLY. DRIVES me up |he wall when some”
one tells me they can’t use a certain piece because it

isn't_ part of their set. Heirloom peces, miscolianeos

pottery picked up on a vacation, an antique store find —
these are all stories by themselves.

S0 much buying today s dom: without thought,”
Mrs. Decker ‘Look at the fantastic number of
garage sales, ey plls a[ bl 1 foot o people’s
homes on garbage picku . How much energy and
maney fs waated n 10ssed out Kinds of things!

“People aren’t content to live with what they have.

‘They haven't learned to build, to draw from nature. 1t

and put tings together accordingly, you <an move
hings from roam to

o each weavo, our pwn patlemn. s all out there
just wmung 10 be captured.”

PART OF HOLIDAY party planning Is to recognize
your own, dicttions and limitaions, according lo Mrs.
Decker. “If you have a set menu, then start from there
and el your Lable and decor revolve oo th ood,
JF there are cortain lshes you want 10 e, then lel that
be your sarting po

e in 'lolng any kind of enterianing
you have your list, find o
WhaL i e tome anc made ahend - - and. do i, My
most important st s the lzs) hall hauy before my
uests come and the fist. half hour they, are here. 1
Srite things e by minu

She ]angllmgly it thal. g poasan sl is 50
important 1o her is that she j§ a great talker. “If my
uests come into the kitchen, and [ gol sorted uzlkmg,

Tim lost without a list. 1 get S wrapped up in
versation that all those last mil uu: llungs just ﬂy aul uf
my mind.”

And mental wos unto the dinner gucst who arrives
at the, Deckers with cut flowers. "It is really. upsetting
1o a hostess to bring a gitt o s Roing 10 take for
e ot the last mimte,” according 1o Mrs . Decker.
“The thoughtful guest should realize that situatjon.”

DEVELOPING A HOME that is always ready for
 friends — from centerpiece to frozen ahead casserole ~
is a wellplaced ambition, the articulate designer be-

es.
“If you have nature around, you can always sel a
‘fun table’ if company draps in unexpectedly. A deep
dish of something in water — ivy, philodendron — is a
portact cenlerpiece. Dress it p wilha single flower.
“Bread and jelly or toast and cream cheese i
lovely offering it 31 done wel. The prosentation Is the
important 3
“Be urenuvc ot apologetc. Dun, pane Just go to
the refrigerator and sce
Sredicts that despite Tising oo ol con

BERRIES, evergreen and candles...
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CHRISTMAS bails and fresh pine cuttings....(Observer
photos)
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cern over affairs on both the domestic and
“fronts, people will sill reserve the holidays 1973 for en-
terta

ng.
“We're a sentimental peaple; we like to tie things
to annual events. If we ever lose the format of
family, then we il really have st omething
B able represents a circle. It brings us to-
gether. Haldays are for togetherness. They are worth
presenting well.”
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mave Saucy’s armup or dovin and het expression

changes to realistic poses Ik @ yawn, ol
smile, pouting—happy, sad, surprised, bored.
This cuddly playmata is a petita 16° tall and|
has her awn fashionable dress and toddler shoes.|
No battries nocessary. 8660
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Shs’s a delightfu playmate and
has foam soft Magic Skin™ arms
and logs to keep her huwﬂhlol
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