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Turf Tips, Qunps

By Doc

Minard

This is the time of the year
when the managements of
the various race tracks in
Michigan begin to wonder if
the Racing Commissioner
will ever get around to an-
nouncing allotment of dates
for the following season.

True enough Commissioner
Leo Shirley has until the end
of November to announce the

> thoroughbred dates and until

mid-December to let inter-
ested folks know when the
trotters and pacers will race
the following year, but the
point is why does he have to
wait until the final day to
make up his mind.

It appears Shirley could
have made his announcement
for both types of racing as
early as the first of Novem-
ber since there aren't that
many problems.

Everyone knows the dates
for the thoroughbred tracks
determine when the hamess
meets start and end. The
reason .. Wolverine Race-
way uses the facilities of
the Detroit Race Course and
Hazel Park Raceway oper-
ates at the five-eighths mile
plant on the east side.

Thus if Hazel Park runners

.have the early dates starting

in March then it follows that
Wolverine will begin at about
the same time at the DRC. If
the thoroughbreds open at
the DRC then Hazel Park
trotters will {ake over.

1t is well known that the
trotters will start in the
spring at Hazel Park and the
runners at DRC in 1974. The
big question is -how many

days and nights each will re-
ceive and when.

Perhaps the biggest puzzle
of all is whether the commis-
gioner will hand out stan-
dardbred dates that will have
Hazel Park and Wolverine

, split the much desired sum-

mer season in back - to -
back campaigns.

In his role of commission-
er, Shirley has the authority
to dole out dates as he pleas-
es. Naturally he has to dis-
cuss such matters with the
Governor and administration
in Lansing but the final deci-
sion is his and his alone.

That's why it appears like
so much wasted time and ef-
fort when the Legislature
passed a bill which included
a rider making it mandatory
for the commissioner to
award back - to - back sum-
mer dates to tracks with av-
erage mutuel handles of
$500,000 or more. The act
since has been declared un-
constitutional by Attormey
Géneral Frank Kelley but
thoge close to the situation
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wonder why it was necessary
at all.

Did the commissioner feels
he needed some support in
taking the choice summer
dates from Northville Downs,
which pioneered mutuel bet-
ting on harness racing back
in 1944, and turning them
over the thd state’s two ma-
jor plants? Or was some

group in the Legislature
trying to tell him they want-
ed the back - to - back meet-
ings during the summer?
Answers are hard to come
by. All we can rellcrnte is
that the i has
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the power to allot dates and
doesn’t need any support if
bhe wants to usc the powers
delegated to him.,

Bargains In
Used Equipment

#1972 ... NORDIC 640ER
1971 ... NORDIC 640E ...
®1971 ... 7TISTNT ...
1971 ... NORDIC 399E
«1971... CHAPPAREL 3989
1969 ... NORDIC 371.....
#1967 ... JOHNSON 215...

©6 H.P. BOWLENS Lawnkee,

SAXTDNS

453-6250

TRACTORS & RIDING MOWERS .

«14 H.P. INTERNATIONAL With 48" Mower ............. $1295.00
42" Snow Blade & Chains Like New

@12 H.P, BOLENS 1250 With 48" Mower. .................. $655.00
«8 H.P. G.E. ELEC-TRAC Tractor With 36" Mower.......
er With 28" Mower .

»6 H.P. YARDMAN Riding With 28" Mower.... .$85.00
©5 H.P, TORO Professional 58" Reel Mower ... .$95.00
« 48" SWEEPSTER BROOM Attachment for Bolens ......... $75.00

587 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymout

SNOWMOBILES

“EVERYTHING
FOR THE

GARDEN
BUT THE RAIN"
h HOURS: Daily 9-6

Fri. 9-8
Sat. 9:00to 5

METROPOLITAN BANK

FARMINGTON OFFICES: 33205 Grand River (near Farmington Road) & 34753 Grand River (World Wide Shoppling Center)
QUAKER’;OWN OFFICE: 27500 Farmington Road (near 12 Mile) REDFORD: 25719 Grand River (near Beech Daly)

FARMINGTON RD.

FARMINGTON RD.

12 MILE

locations

There is a Metro office near you! Our fourth
and newest is on Grand River near Drake in
“the World Wide Shopping Center. All Metro
offices are open on Saturday till I PM and
on Fridays till 6:30. Banking at Metro is
. no matter how you look at it.

convenient . .

farmington

BEECH DALY

Y-

the regular price of any Delco battery in stock.
Exchange requnred Offer ends November 30, 1973

Reg. $10.70
STANOAND
AcourACT
AVERICAN CARG

Includes setting Caster,
Camber, Toe-in, and
Toe-out to manufacturer’s
specs . . . Salety check
and road test.

Extra charge for larger or
air conditioned cars,
setting torsion bars ...
and parts If needed.

You Go In Snow

Genera!
Winter - Or
Retreads |WePayTheTow!
Factory Method Retreads General

Applled to Inspected
Casings
ANY SIZE INSTOCK
WHITEWALLS $1 MORE

WINTER CLEA

« Deap 4-Rib Tread
* 4-Ply Nylon Cord Body

2 » Self-Cleaning Cleats

Size 6.50-13 tubeless blackwall
plus $1.73 Feoderal Excisa Tax
per tiro.

Charge it at General Tire

LIVONIA

19601 MIDDLEBELT
NEAR LIVONIA MALL

477-1100
MON.-FRI. 8:30-9 SAT. 8-4
Sooner or later...you'll own Generals

GENERAL
YIRE



