Transfers Push Salem
To Sub 8 Favorite Role

‘This could be the *‘Year of
the Rocks™ in the Suburban
Eight basketball race.*

Fred Thomann's second
year at . Plymouth Salem
could carry a tune of a
championship.

Allen Park won it all last

year and Redford Union the
year before. These two glubs
should provide- the strongest.
opposition to  Thomann's
plans.

In Thomann's ‘“‘rookie
stint,” the Rocks placed 95
in the loop and 156 overall,
the lone loss outside - the
league coming in a district
finale against Churchill.

The 1974 picture wasn’t
bright for Plymouth with no
starters returning ~ losing
nine seniors. But a 69 junior
from Allen Park transferred
in, a 62 junior guard from
Trenton transferred in, a 63
forward - from Obio has
moved in and just two weeks
ago a& 66 sophomore from
Peoria, il transferred into
Plymouth Salem territory.

A somewhat puzzled pic-
ture has turned to the bright
side.

*I think we can do it,”
said Thomann. *““The kids are
coming along and. we are
really excited about the sea-
son. These extra bonuses
have really given us a new
outlook.

“It is not everyday that a
69 player. with tremendous
potential moves into your
area, to say nothing of the
‘other three transfers,” added
the Salem coach.

Thomann has two half-year
starters returning in 6-6 sen-
for “forward Bruce Johnson
and 59" senfor guard Rick
Neu. Both saw limited action
Iast year due to injuries.

Dave Prueter at 60 is an-
other guard off last year's
varsity Thomann will be
counting on.

At center will be the broth-
er of an Allen Park center

that all but knocked the’

Rocks last year. Junior Eric

Agardy at 69 and 210 ponds was ~given another boost
will be wearing a different when 66 sophomore Jim El-
Suburban Eight uniform this" lingsen moved in from Peo-
year, making the switch with. ria, Il
his family from Allen Park *Jim will be starting out
to Plymouth. on junior varsity,” said Sa-
Other key members of the lem junior varsity coach
Rock attack will be 62 Jeff Greg Bell. “‘He is a good
LaMirand, a senior forward prospect and a welcome ad-
and juniors Danny Moore dition to our program.
(6-1), Tim Dillon (5-11) and  “There stands a good
Bill DenHoutter (65), all up chance of him moving up to
from the junior varsity. the varsity come mid-season.
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Senior Jeff Zeal at 60 and He already has the ability to
6-2 Jim Mason will be adding play on’ most varslty lineups
bench strength to the Rock bat wae feel he will galn valu-
assault, From Ohio s 63 jun- able experience with the jun-
jor. Mark Manthey and from for club first.”

Trenton High is transfer jun- Salem’s offense is not Tho-
ior 6-2 Jim Anderson. mann's concern now.

Mike Jomes (5-10), John “We will be putting the
Maloney (6-1) and Joe Lang- ball in the hoop,” he said.
kabel (6-3) round out the Sa- “It is the defense we are
lem card. concerned with now ‘along

This card, which Thomann with one other important fac-

was more than content with,

tor.

“We are missing team un-
ity. There is a lot of out-
standing talent here now but

. with the corstant change in

personnel, it is tough to keep
everyone together.”

Across the way, there is a
team that believes it can
give Salem or for that mat-~
ter any other Sub Eight team
areal batlle for the title.

Carl * Andrews’ Redford
Union Panthers finished 104
in the league last year and
174 overall the last two
years giving Andrews a 348
showing in his two years at

U.

“I look for an even
league,” he commented.
“From what I hear though, I
guess Plymouth has to have
the edge.”

Andrews is building from
last season’s No. 6 man in 64
Glen Sander, who finished
with a 10 point scoring aver-

age.

" Other seniors are &6 Dan
Baron, 59 Curt Montney, 64
' Nic Mavron, 58 Jerry Law
and 6-2 Brian Crenshaw.

Promising junlors are 64
Jack Helzer and two 66 play-
ers in Gary Kochish and
Randy Aardal.

“We are going to need a
great team effort,” added
the Panther coach. “We lack
experience and will bave to
rely on defense, hawking the
ball, and fast breaking.

“Slze wise, we are bigger
than the past two years but
we are greener and hopefully
we will be ready for the Sub-
urban Eight by the Christ-
mas break.”

Now we come to Livonia
Bentley territory.

John Farrar directed Bent-
ley to a 15-6 showing his first
year and finished 813 last
season.

Farrar has five back from
his 1972-73 squad in 65 Ran-
dy Litke, 6-2 Eric Bracke, 6-1
Paul Veach, 6-0 Alex Charns
and 5-10 Mark Newell. v

Juniors that will give him
_support are 6-0 forward Don

Borgess Cagers Dumped
Twice In Holiday Meet

Bishop Borgess® basketball
quintet found little to give
thanks for in the Thanksgiv-
ing tourney at Southgate
Acui

quinas.

Coming off a 10-11 season,
Jim Brisky's crew came up
with little to cheer about in
the four team tourney - the
lone club not to break into
the win column.

Host Aquinas routed Bor-
gess in the opener, 82-52,
while U-D High got by Catho-
lic Central. Aquinas ventured
forth to win the tourney
while U-D tipped Borgess in
the consolation, 6549.

*.“We can really chalk these
_two up to experience,” com-
mented, Brisky whose Spar-
tans finished 2-2 last year in
the tourney which was then
eight teams, “This gave us a
real taste of what we are in
for. Our lack of height is go-
ing to make us go out on the
attack.” A

_A 17 per cent field goal
mark in the second qoarter
all but decided Borgess fate
against Aquinas., After trail-

ROSL

A 34 per cent shooting
mark from the free - throw
took its toll on St. Agatha.

The Aggies hit on eight of
23 charily tosses and let a
3430 halftime margin slip
away to a 57:52 defeat at the
hands of Royal Oak St
Mary.

Royal Oak led after ope
quarter, 18-17. St Aga-
tha fought back to take the

lead on a bucket by .Larry
Lapalm and a 3430 advan-
tage into the locker room at
the half.

ing enly by six after one
quarter, Borgess popped in
only three buckets in the sec-
ond quarter and fell behind
at the half, 44-27.

Aquinas upped it to 61-38 at
the end of three quarters and
outscored the Spartans, 21-14,
in the last period.

Borgess finished with 31
per cent from the floor com-
pared to Aquinas’ 23 of 57 for
51 per cent. Free throw
shooting saw Aquinas hit on
24 of 36 and Borgess made
good on 12 of 24. .

Brisky picked up some of
the pieces against U-D but it
was again shooting that led
to defeat.

U-D hit on 27 of 61 for 44
per cent and Borgess only 18
of 54 for 33 per cent.

Greg Drypen’s 10 points
got Borgess off fo an 1815
first quarter lead over U-D
but foul trouble took its ¢olf.
Tom’ Bulger at 62 and Jim
Pierce at 6-2 picked up their
third fouls, Borgess' attack
was gone and U-D jumped to
a30-26 lead at the half.

The two forwards fouled
out early in the fourth. Bor-
gess found “itself outscored,
21-11, in the third quarter
and 1412 in the final.

The one plus sign in the
Borgess assault was the re-
bounding department which
it captured by a 38-36 mar-
gin, Drypen hauling in 11 and
Mike Milosch 10.

Now comes the Catholic
Double A opener against
Shrine this Friday. Shrine
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won ils season opener over.

Bishop Foley, 72-55. Brisky,
whose Spartans fell twice to
Shrine last year, is hoping
for a turnabout.
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Mary Nips
St. Agatha, 57-52

An eight point spread
quickly vanished in the third
to a slim 4443 edge.

St. Marys went on to out-
score St. Agatha, 148, in the
final stanza. With seven sec-
onds remaining and the ‘Ag-

gies trailing 54-52. Mike Rex"

was blocked out on a layup

attempt, the ball was turned |

over and St. Marys - made
good use of a bucket and
free-throw to seal victory.

LaPalm, a 62 junior, was
high man for St. Agatha with
nine field goals and three of
I

five from the line for 21
points,
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Area Wrestling
Coverage Set
For Expansion

There will be a new flavor
in the Observer coverage of
the 197374 prep wrestling
card.

To complement the match

: and invitational stories will

be weekly team ratings along

-with  individual  ratings.
Sports Editor Tom Donoghue
will meet every week with
three coaches who will be re-
sponsible for three separate
areas in Observerland.

Thurston High Coach Jim
Copp will be handling Red-
ford Union, Southfield, South-
-field Lathrup, Bishop Bor-
gess and Bentley along with
his Eagle sgquad. North
Farmington head mentor
Jim O'Leary will be respon-
sible for talent information
out of Farmington, Harrison,
Clarenceville, Stevenson,
Franklin and his Raider
squad.

John Glenn Coach Bob
Lusk, considered the “‘Dean’
of area wrestling coaches,
will head up the Churchill,
Plymouth Canton, Plymouth
Salem, Garden City West,
Garden City East and his
Glenn Rocket area.

L2

Kegley who averaged 15
points a game last year on-
the junior varsity, 5-11 Dan
Dinsmore and 60 guard Tom
Schultz. |

“I can't imagine any club
smaller than us the
Eight,” said Farrar who will *
be without his big man Tim
Bollin for the first time since
coming o Bentley.

““There is tremendous com-
petition within now, more
than any team I have ever
had. This makes for more
production out of practices
and this is the of thing
that can m:
plete.

“We will
fend with
word. Our question mark
now is who will be putting
the ball in the bucket.

*‘One thing is for sure this
season. Bentley will be in all
of the games and hopefully
these one to three point deci-
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