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Bob Wolfe has taken on the
challenge of varsity basket-
ball at Clarenceville High.

_ The 1873-74 cage campaign
will be season No. 1 for Wolf,
who has coached junior var-
sity basketball and is the
‘Trojan golf coach.

Ralph  Weddle stepped
down from basketball to con-
centrate . on his football
coaching assignment and
Wolf is now faced with a
picking up the pieces from a
4-15 season.

“It is going to be a r%!

Churchill Hopes Are High

Observerland will boast
one contender and two prob-
able spoilers in the Western
Six basketball race.

Defending league cham-

pion Churchill has the green
light on for a successful re-
peat with Waterford Mott
and Northville picked to give

. the Chargers a real battle,

Meanwhile Farmington
Harrison and first year
Plymouth Canton will be out
to gain experience and hope-
ful]y play a role in the race

nothing else, in the
spoilers role.

“I see us a pretty good ball

club,” stated Churchill head so

mentor Pat  Montagano
whose Chargers reeled off a

Western Six

19-6 mark last year and ad-
vanced farther than any club
in the area in state tourney
action.

Churchill fell to Detroit
Murray - Wright in a region-
al finale, 8347.

It looks like Mott, North-
ville and us for the league
race,” added Montagano who
was also selected coach - of -
the - year for the 1972-73 sea-

n.
Montagano’s No. 1 Charger
has to be his 6-7, 225 pound

center - Don Braun, who av-
eraged nine points and 16
rebounds per game last year
as a junior.

“Dor is-our real horse and
it will be him that will carry
us through our first few
games of experience,” added
the Churchill coach.

Don Forest at 6-5 and Ken
Landini at 62 will be the for-
ward strength with 63 Matt
Foster showing promise in
pushing the two. The. guard
lineup has 62 Rich Van-
‘Wagoner, 59 Chuck Wayner
and 6-1 Brian Kelly in control
with 6-2 Al Leirstein ready to
break Into a starting role.

“If Landini, VanWagoner
and - Braun can carry us

U\rough the first four or five
games, we will follow
through,” added Montagano
who is in season No. 6 and
has sported a 31-12 mark the
last two years.

“Size has to be a plus fac-
tor for us,” added Monta-
gano. ‘Landini at only 62
can jump like a 6-5 center.”

Churchill's bench strength
will be covered by 6-3 Jay
Nelson, 6-2 Mark Roncoli and
6-1 sophomore Mike Strei-
cher.

Lack of experience is what
will work against Churchill
along with a complete new
style of basketball.

“We are a more discipline
ball club and will have five
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challenge,”
“I first have to break a lnl ui
previous - thinking around
bere -~ basketball wise. I
bave to instill into the kids
the idea of winning basket-

ball.

“Hopefully I can get bas-
ketball on a positive level
here at Clarenceville.”

Wolf has two returning
starters in Brian Luka and
Tim McCammon. Both are
seniors and Luka at 63 and
‘McCammon at 511 will be
the key to a cam-
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Another letterman is 511
junior Rick Beyer.

Up from the Trojan junior
varsity are seniors Bill Van-
Dike at 510 and Clark Burt
at 63 and juniors Tony Phil-
lips at 510 and 60 Brian
Hester.

“We are going to try for a
total team plcmre and get
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good players on the court, all
capable of scoring. We will
not be relying on just three
to put it in the hoop.”

“We are out to match last
year’s mark,” concluded
Montagano.

Over. at Farmington Harri-
son, Coach Bob Sutter has
not thrown out the white flag
yet but realizes that it could
be a long season for his
Hawks.

“We are young and in-
experienced and the 1973-74
season will simply be a re-
building one,” said Sutter.
“But we will be out to upset
some people league con-
tention and play the role of a
spoiter.”

Sutter has no lettermen re-
turning.

His one returning starter
61 forward Dave Cleary re-

STEVENSON
Coxch
GEORGE VanWAGONER
1 t Thur

THURSTON
Coach DAN BENNETT

t Charchifl
Stevanson
. Oak Park
.1t Ansapolis
. Farmingtan

CLARENCEVILLE
Coach RDSERT WOLF

REDFORD UNION
Coach CARL ANDREWS
GARDEN CITY WEST 'f."‘ff, S
Coxch CHRIS BABLER Dec. 7. Deacbom
Nov. 2 Wayma Dec. 14, at Allsn Park
Nov. 3., 41 John Glemn Dec. 18-21 «..Xmas Toomey
Dac.4 2L A Pioneer alTraoton

away from T-
formances,” added Wolf.
“Experience and how fast
we can obtaln it will be our
key to success.” .

The positive points m Lhe

Trojan program
Wolf are hustle and desire.

“Qur negative factors have
to be the league we play in
and our lack of a big man,”
added the Trojan coach.

Clarenceville, which was
winless in the
Wayne-Oakland League last
year, will be moving out of
the loop in two years. But for
now it will have to put up
with Class A schools in Mil-
ford and defending champion
‘Waterford Kettering.

‘The Trojans are the lone

Class B 0ol in
‘Wayne-Oakland.
"We are hoping to surprise

+ ‘a few teams and rattle a few
bones this year,” said Wolf.
*We will be going to the fast
break and team play and
hopefully instill basie funda-
mental play in the kids.”
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cently to Catholie
Central.

Bob French, off a knee in-
jury last year, at 61 is ex-
pected to handle the quarter-
backing chores at guard with
6-1 sophomore Mike Styles, a
transfer from San Antonio,

T Texas at the other guard.

Bob Mason, at 64 will
handle the center chores and

e these three will be the key to

the Hawk attack which fin-
ished 14-8 last year.

Other hopefuls in Sutter's
attack will be 511 senior
guard Bob Kingsbury, 58
junior guard Paul Wick, 5-10
junior guard Tom Uphoff and
511 forward sophomore Jeff
Otto.

The “baby’ of the Western
Six will be Plymouth Canton,
minus a senior class. The
Chiefs saw what happened in
football competition and
things don look much

" brighter for them on the

court. Canton was 0-5 in the

4 Six football race.

Varsity coach for the
Chiefs is Casey Cavell whose
junior varsity club_ finished
9-2 last year.

Eight are back off that
cub in 62 forward Ron |
Lack, 6-1 guard Tom Close,
6-0 guard Brian Stemberger,
511 guard Scott Dunagan,
510 guard Kim Hammonds,

63 Rick Thom and 62 Don §

Lloyd.

Dave Edwards is No. 8 on
that list but will be out until
after Christmas nursing a
torn rib cartilage.

“We are a well balanced
team,” said Cavell.' “Every-
one of the top nine is capable
of scoring 10 to 12 points a
game. )

“We have just as good tal-
ent as anyone else in the
league but are missing that

. thing called experience.
“If we can finish close to .

500 ball we will be happy,”
finished Cavell.
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Prep Schedule

BASKETBALL CARD
FRIDAY

BENTLEY atFarmington L~/
Bishop Borgess at SHRINE,

Thurston at CHURCHILL

FRANKLIN at Wayne

LOURDES atSt. Agatha
STEVENSON At Thurston

CLAWSON &t Clarencevllle
Harrisonat NORTH FAHMINGTON

Garden City East at CHERRY HILL H
Garden City West at JOHN GLENN .
Woodhavan at PLYMOUTH CANTON
PLYMOUTH SALEM at Walled Lake Central

. SOUTHFIELD At Redford Union
SOUTHFIELD Lathrup at Lake Orion

SATURDAY

+2x2=+Probable Winners In Bold-Face Caps
{1972-73 Prediction Mark, 140-81)

LathrupH op,'.l;ng. |
ToDefend Title

Southfield Lathrup did it

all last year in the rookie age.

season of the Met Suburban
basketball conference.

Lathrup Coach Jim Kour-
takis sees a lot tougher road
this time around.

“The Met is going to be a-
strong, well-balanced league
this year,” said Kourtakis
whose Chargers dashed away
with first year honors with a
100 mark and finished 202
overall. “The weak clubs of
last year have everyone
back.”

The 197273  campaign
opened with an 8444 victory
over Lake Orion and then a
loss to Berkley, 70-54, What
followed was 18 stralght vie-
tories ... a perfect 100 Met
lgague mark and then Ber-

Berkley tipped Lathrup in
adistrict finale, 60-58.

Kourtaks is the first to ad-
mit he doesn't have a Bob
Malaby to lead his Chargers
this year. His 60, 155 pound
All-Observer star paced all
scorers in the area with a
23.5 average.

Malaby is gone via gradu-
ation but Kourtakis knows he
has another superstar in 68,
205 pound John Gardner.

The senior All-Leaguer was
the No. 2 rebounder in Ob-
serverland last season, haul-
ing in rebounds at a 15.2 per-

game clip and finished with

a 13 per game scoring aver-

“Jnhn s to be the key to-
our suceess in delendlng the
Met.crown,” added the Lath-
rpp coach whn is in his sixth
season. “Hs inside game- is
much improved and be is
just an all-around agressive
player, -

“Our front men are going
to ]ust have to get him the

Gardner is the solo return-
ing starter back in thé Lath-
rup lineup. He will be aided
by three returning lettermen
in guards' Jim Ballantyne,

Scott - Sperlich and Larry
Harwood all checking in at

Jumor hopefuls in Kour-
takis' attack will be 61 Ron
Silberstein, 6-3 Jim Bacinski,
61 John Harding, 61 Rick
Gorosh and 510 Tom Hart.

Silberstein and Hart are
the two leading scorers from
last year's Lathrup junior -
varsity crew, which qushed
10-10.

“Working with just one
starter Is going to take us a
while to mesh together,”
added Kourtakis. “I have to
hope for a few wins before
the holidays, by then we
should be set.”

Lathrup appears to have
its work cut out in defending
the Met crown. .
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