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3-City Police ‘Saturation

Patrol’ Sought For Area

A new crime - fighting unit
called a “saturation patrol”
may be openung next year

Councilmen John Allen and
William Hartsock.
The proposal is an effort

Hills and Lwoma
‘The Farmington council
approved applying for feder-
al money for the system
“ Monday, and if the other two
councils affected approve, it
will be one of the first times
police agencies in two coun-
ties have cooperated.in such
a venture, according to

Farmington City Manager
Robert Deadman.

‘The proposal passed by a
32 vote in Farmington, with
coming

objections from

by the three to
in  types of
crime, such as burglary,
armed robbery, auto theft
and larceny. Chiefs from the
three cities met and recom-
mended the formation of the
new unit, Deadman told the
council.

‘The unit would be made up
of 11 officers, with Livonia
contributing  eight, Farm-
ington, one and Farmington
Hills two.

The unit would be under
the control of the chiefs of

the three contributing com-
numities, with one of the offi-

cers designated as a com-
‘mand officer.

The chiefs would be re-
sponsible  for  establishing

guidelines and the over-all
administration of the pro-
gram,

be’able to concentrate a pa-
trol in highcrime areas,
identified as *target areas™

by computer analysis, Dead-

man said.

“Alone, none of the com-

munities could provide the_

necessary manpower to ef-

" RON WILSON displays the prize winning blue and gold pennant he
designed in competition while a sixth grader at Forest Elementary School
in 1972. Wilson now attends O.E. Dunckef Junior High. The pennants are
being sold by the Forest PTA and may be purchased at the school oﬁ:ce

(Photo by Fran Evert)

The idea of the patrol is to

fectively concentrate on.a
given area.

“Together, we believe the
commumities can have an ef-
fect on the rising cnme rate
in our suburban area.”

Councilman  Allen chal-
lenged the concept and the

“It is a duplication of ef-
fort ~ we have a_well-fund-
ed department. These pro-
grams are like pump prim-
ing, and you have to look at
the costs in the future.

“It looks to me like an in-
tercity STRESS program.” -

Deadman said it wasn't
like Detroit’s STRESS, which

uses a decoy system against
street  crime, ‘“‘although
STRESS isn't all bad.”

He named burglaries as
the main problem on which
the new unit would concen-
trate. Although Farmington
burglaries declined slightly
this year, they jumped 125
per cent the year before,

“Crime is increasing. You
used to get no more than one
robbery a year out here -
now you get four or five.”

The total cost of the pro-

gram would be $394,000, of
which the federal govern--

ment would contribute 90 per
cent.

The county’s share is five
per cent, and the remaining
five per cent would
shared by the three partici-
pating communities on a pop-
uation formula.

Livonia would pay 63 per-

cent, or $12,400; Farmington
Hills would pay 29 per cent,
or $5,700; and Farmington
would contribute eight per
cent, or $1,500.

The funding could be con-
tinued for a period of up to

‘three years.

Up 12 Per Cent?

Farmington Protests

Assessment Increase

A potential 12 per cent in-
crease in Farmington assess-
ments next year will be pro-
tested before the Oakland
County tax allocation board
by the Farmington City
Council.

Although adjustments with-
in some property classes
-may be negotiated, City
Manager Robert Deadman
told the council the ity must
adjust residential property
fmm eight to 14 per cent, de-

g on the current as-
sessment and how that as-
sessment with the

assessment is to add to city,
‘county and school taxes, In~
recent years, all local units
of government have used
most of the steadily increas-
ing tax base to fund increas-
es in their budgets.

A similar increase is being
reported in  surrounding
cities, as~ Qakland County
makes adjustments to its
over - all tax assessments to
comply with new state direc-
tives.

A cou.n suit, fited by sev-
exjal . QOakland Cou:}ly com-

market value of the proper-
ty. .
The effect of an increased

new
assessing guidelines, was not

heard by the court, Deadman _

said.

What It’s Like When Cops
And Robbers Are For Real

By DAN McCOSH

Detective son& make

good rea

Staple plots of the most
popular television series and

best-selling books, the
sage of an individual nailing
his man after putting togeth-
er the elusive threads of a
case, have been retold more
times than “Romeo and Ju-
et - -

But crime isn't fiction.
Sometimes it happens down
the street. A teen-aged girl
finds herself staring at a gun
in the hand of the customer
she was waiting on, and he is
asking her to hand over the
money in the cash drawer.

What happens then?

Dept. Thomas Danlels
moved over to the plain-

clothes side of the depart-
ment

last month, after

what’s inside
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servlng 7% years as & patrol-
Damels was handed his

first big case just a few—

weeks after he started the

new job.

The working detective
sets sail on a sea of paper.

tedious,
record

court as a slam-bang action
It comes sealed

repehuve job of

When robbers really get alerts all the squad cars in Surrounding police depart-

caught, they are usually

the three patrol district.

ments get the call, as well as

“ter

Bible owner is sought... /
Chamber membership rising ........Page 54
Over-populated with pets ............ Page 7C

picked up either shortly after  Only one goes to the scene

committing the crime or af-_ immediately, with the otherss
months in- attempting to come in differ-

vestigation-usually after ent potential escape routes,

they have robbed at least a if a

few more stores.

Daniels broke the armed
robbery after two weeks of
investigation. “A lot of it is sald,

just luck,” e said. “He gets statements, a de-
But the story of how & real scription, then we are called.

crime is investigated pro- A patrolman shouldnt be

vides insight into both mod- there more than about 30

emn crime and modern po- mmutzs ”

licework. soon as possible, a
A call into the police sta- “BOL" (Be on the lookout)

tion for an “RA in progress”” radio call is put on the air.

the local police, and some-
times a car escaping
Livonia will be stopped’ by
that depanment

The jving af-
ter- the patmlmen. shnuld
find the crime scene “pro-
tected”” against anyone dis-
turbing potential evidence
and most of the witnesses
identified.

They really do look for
clues, and some of them

even carry magnifying

S,

But clues rarely lead di-
rectly to an atrest.

Their main function is lat-
er, in the courtrwm ‘when
hard evidence is needed to
convict in a trial that may be
held a year later.

““You have to maintain the
chain of evidence,” Daniels
said.

“That means someone
must be responsible for it at
all times."”

He related how the date,
. case number and identi-
fication of each bit of poten-

_ of the getaway car is imme-
diately available.

“The patrolman starts lin-

.ing up witnesses,” Daniels

veessees. Page 34

impression it was a routine
drilled at policemen again
and again.

The job of a detective look

.Secs.E,F McCosh's Colum tial evidence Is recorded ev-
8A Observing Lifs . ery time it changes hands.
.16A  Observing Sports. The emphasis gave youthc
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up in little plastic bags, fin-
gerprints  ({lif onto
pieces of plastic, and small
personal items tagged and
labeled.

At the scene in’ question,

mnney was scattered on the -

fioor when the gunman ran
out the door. This was picked
up and fingerprinted.

The cash register was dus-
ted for fingerprints and the
counter and the door. Sgt.
Murray Switzer is the finger-
print expert, 23 well as Dan-
iels’ supervisor.

Fingerprinlg don’t lead to a
suspect diredtly, but they -

belp a lot in col

But the higgest help in this
case was an alarm-triggered
camera which fxlmed the ac-
tual robbery.

“] wish more people
around here had things like
that,” Switzer said. “They
all think it can't happen
here.”

“We interview the wit-
pesses again. You have to
ask leading questions.”

“What did he say? Was he

“taller than me? Shorter?

“‘People don't remember
right away sometimes.”
After the {irst night, the
reslwork begins.
‘¢ usually start out
looﬁng at the ulsypa,
Danlels continned, sztypa

on another

Page3A

The announcement of the
proposed change came in a
report from Oakland- County
indicating a “factor” of 1.12
was being considered for the
City of Farmington.

The factor is a multiplier
applied to all assessments in
the city.

Deadman told the council
that to apply the factor of
some commercial properties
would put their assessment
aver 50 per cent of the prop-
erties’ real value, causing
those properties to be in vio-
lation of the state con-
stitution, which limits the as-

SHIRTS WILL be included in the Goodfel- ~
low baskets for the first time this year -- an
.addition to the annual dress drive. Tim Scoka-
sy models one of the contributions prior to the
annual paper drive to be held Dec, 14. (Photo B
by Fran Evert).

Commissions

Are Changed

Farmington City Coun-
ciman Richard  Tupper

* called newly - elected Coun-

cilman William  Hartsoch
“our new planning  commis-
sioner,” Monday, letting slip
prematurely plans for John
Allen to retire after 15 years
on that body.

Although the change is not-

sock as their representative
to the key board.

In official action, the coun-
cil made several other ap-
pointments:

Bayard Tupper was ap-
pointed to another three -
year term on the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

John  Richardson  was
named lo- replace Fred Sei-
bert on the Zoning Board of

sessment to half their troe Yet official, the council hds™ ppeals as the council repre-

cash value.

apparently agreed on Har{-~

sentative.

’

BATTLING FOR A LOOSE BALL are Farmington's Al Bylski (44} and
Livonia Bentiey's Randy Litke (51). it was the opening game for both ;
schools with Bentley dashing away with a 70-47 victory. (Observer phom
by Harry Mauthe)



