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Police Concede
50-MPH Limit
Poses Problem

By MAURIE WALKER

If President Nixon's pro-
posed 50 mile per hour speed
limit for cars becomes a
reality, what will it mean to
traffic enforcement officers?
What do they think of the
plan?

. What do they think of the
idea to hold trucks and buses
to 55 mph?

The question was brought
closer to home with the an-
nouncement Gov. Milliken
has asked legislators for im-
mediate passage of a bill to
allow him to lower speed
limits to 50 mph in Michigan.

Several states have - al-
ready imposed lower speed
limits, and traffic officials in
Michigan have been studying
the picture.

A lower speed limit would
not affect most local police
in  Observerland because
there are very few stretches
of highway in this area
where speeds above 50 are
allowed. The problem would
fall mainly in the laps of
state and county police.

rest way of enfurcmg lower
speed limits is to have ade-
quate patrol cars on the
highways. They also agree
this is an impossibility since
most branches of law en-
forcement are already under-
staffed.

As one officer expressed it:

““We can stop one motorist
for exceeding the speed limit
and while we are busy with
him, others will be speeding
right by us. I don't see how a
lower speed limit can be en-
forced without cooperation of
the motorists.”

The proposed 55 mph for
trucks and buses, five miles
over the limit for automo-
biles, irked one officer.

“Trucks bum much more
fuel than an automobile does.
The 50 should be standard for
all vehicles.”

A sergeant took issue with
the idea that reducing speed
limits on highways or turn-
pikes from 70 to 50 would
save much gasoline.
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Another officer voiced con-
cern over the posting of new
speed limit signs.

“This is going to cost
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ones,"" he said.
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