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Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

With the $10,000 champion-
ship finale less than a month
away and three more quali-
fying legs remaining in the
late closing pacing series, it
appears the battle for the
eight berths in the rich title
race . at the  Jack-
son-at-Northville meeting
won't be decided until Dec.
2

The -rules of the com-
petition call for only eight in
the championship, coming
from the weekly series that
started with the first Satur-
day of the season.

Thus it isn't any surprise
to anyone that only three or
four of the original nominees
have clinched spots in the fi-
nal race. There's a chance
that some-of the horses won't
be around on Dec. 30 and

t makes the series even
more interesting in the next
three weeks.

Michigan Mack-and Sam-
my Key, each vietors in two
of the legs, probably won't
compete.  The former has
been shipped to the Hillsdale
farm of ‘owner Ralph Mapes
for & vacation and there is
some’ doubt that Mack will
be shipped back. .

Sammy Key, an
Ohm-ovmed, is definitely out
of the nwlning after being
sent home in order to qualify
for horse of the year honors
in the Buckeye state. His
owners told Racing Secre-
tary Tom Smith they would
like to have their speedy star
in the championship but
there's more honor being
named the top standardt
in Ohio. i

All of which means Zeph-
ers Q, the four-year-old Adios
Qeo mare from the Glen
Quick stable of Ceresco,
Mich., could be the only cer-
tain finalist at this point.

Zephers Q won two legs
earlier in the year and was a
fast closing second Saturday
behind Easy Tom, a
five-year-old from the Phil
Richards farms of St. Clair
Shores. Handled by Driv-
er-Trainer, John MacDonnell,
the son of \Basy Adics sped to
the - front\ Saturday and
stayed thete for the entire
mile to win'ifl 2:03, one of
the fastest miles of the meet-

ing.

Bob Kalish's Tricky Dale
was third and appears cer-
tain to make the champion-
ship mile.

Daddy O Ranger, a
four-year-old owned by Ivan
Watters of Gregory, captured
the second leg Saturday with
a surprising victory over the
even-money favorite Culver
Cadet.

Corky Hammell was at the
reins of Daddy O Ranger and

Wayne Zebras Stun
Franklin Five, 71-65

Franklin High's opening
game tune - up before the
Northwest Suburban
scramble begins turned out
to be a losing performance.

Wayne Memorial, a club
that had been beaten by Gar-
den City West three nighis
prior, saw to that in a 71-65
fashion.

Any  momentum that
Franklin Coach Bob Visser
was hoping for in this
Friday's Northwest opener
‘with defending champ John
Glenn is gone.

The Franklin Patriots saw
a 3525 lead midway in the
second quarter sliced to 35-33
*by halftime. Wayne ‘went on
“to outscore Franklig, 21-14, in
the third stanza and 1716 in
+ the final eight minutes.

} _“We lost and I really have
ito believe we beat our-
«selves,” commented Visser.
"“We eased up after we built
“that 10 paint lead in the sec-

kept the son of Ranger Hano-
ver on the front spot for all
of the second lap. Mean-
while, Culver Cadet, who
won a week ago, was moving
up fast on the outside and
missed catching the
leader. Daddy O Ranger was
clocked in 2:05.

Steve N.Z., another of the
stars of the Kalish string,
was third with Dujill in' the
fourth spot. Steve N.Z. also
appears in line for a crack at
the rich purse, giving Kalish
two probable finalists.

Meanwhile, Presideat and
General Manager Leon Sla-
vin is working on plans for
the initial 1974 meeting in
Michigan after receiving as-
surance of Racing Commis-
sioner Leo Shirley that he
would be allotted 26 nights
beginning Jan. 1.

The campaign will be held
at Northville Downs and fol-
lows a pattern set by the
commigsioner ' a .- year 'ago
when - he announced the bar-
ness racing dates for 1973.

Shirley finally -got around
to listing the 1874 thorough-
bred dates last Saturday...the
final day for making the an-
nouncement under the rules
of Michigan's racing act.

Both Hazel Park and the
Detroit-Race Course received
120 days as requested al-
though the commissioner did
turn down & suggestion that
Hazel Park start the year

ed by DRC's %0-days. The
session in late July I‘nllowed
by a 30-day closing program

ibred at the DRC.

The thought behind  the
suggestion was to have each
track sponsor a cheap 30-day
season at a time when offi-
clals u\:zuld réject the lower

0rses (or Lhe 90-day

dardbeed dates. I
Inagmuch as Slavm has
been assured of the Jaunary .
dates, then it follows- will
Northville Downs "be’ allotted
dates in February and March
and a short meeting dunng
the summer? .

Or will the eornn-nisimet:

decide to give Hazel Park
and Wolverine back to back

meetings during the summer -

and allocate 82 winter and
!ate spring dates "to - Lhe
7 .

It the latter, then it is al-
most & certainty the commis-
sioner will face a court suit.
John Carlo, executive direc-
tor of Northville Downs, is
determined that he should
have a summer meeting and

ond quarter and just couldn’t
get it going thereafter.”

Kevin Kaseta, game high
scorer with 31 points, got
Franklin off to a 17-14 first
quarter edge with eight
points. Franklin increased its
margin to 10 points midway
in the second.

Then Wayne Coach Bill
Hawley stole the show from
the players, picked up three
technical fouls and was
promptly escorted from the

game.

“This delay rea][y hurt
us,” added Visser. ‘‘Here we
were starting to build a lead
and this happens. The whole
incident made us just cool
our heels.”

After  Hawley's show,
Wayne reeled off eight
straight points and it was
3533 at the half.

Wayne came out shooting,
the second half. The Zebras
bit on seven of nine, Glenn

To Even With Glenn”

" 3latthe line.

will leave it to the courts to
decide if the commissioner
decides otherwise.

Officers and members of
the powerful Michigan Har-
ness Horsemen's Association
appear to have changed their
stand on a summer meeting
for the ‘Downs and are re-
ported to be backing the
back-to-back proposal.

However, our information
is that the MHHA directors
are trying to make a deal
with the commissioner to

ant a permit for a new
track in the Flint area and
we’ll support the suggestion.

Koowing  Commissioner
Shirley we'd guess that he'll
ot make any deals. He is
the kind that asks for opin-
ions from the various groups
involved and then makes his
own decisions after review-
ing all of the comments.

For that reason we believe
the commissioiner may fol-
Jow the allotments of last
year with the excephon that
“Northiville ' Downs - will be
awarded more winter and
early spring dates and less in
the summer.. That means
Wolverine ‘and Hazel Park
will not go back-to-back but
have a six-week break. -

And that could open a real
pandora’s box. The next two
weeks should be the most in-
Lemstmg for harness racing
ina good many years.

PERFECT = WEATHER,
the best the area has enjoyed
in several years, hias turned
the current Hazel Park sea-
son into one of the most suc.
cessful in Michigan history.

For instance the east side
track had. its first million
dollar Saturday of the mieet-
ing- with 8. ‘cmwd of 9,74

n Lhmugh

bhll game on the tube. There
wasn'’t any such happening
last Saturday and the result
is recorded above.

If the weather continues,
look for the track to better a
million every Saturday from
~ TOW 1o the seasonfinale on
Dec. 22.

Windsor ~ Raceway and
Jackson-at-Northville  also
are having amazing seasons
due to the unusual weather.

“Windsor had 6,888 in the
stands Saturday and wager-
ing soared t9°$591,481. North-
ville entertained 4,920 and re-
ported a handle of $426,960.

That's more than 2 million
for the three tracks in the
area and is quite remarkable
for this time of the year.

Ambrose scoring three quick
buckets and Franklin found
itself down after three quar-
ters, 5449. Wayne had seven
of eight from the line in that
quarter while the Patriots hit
on seven of 18 from the floor
and did not take one free -
throw shot.

Franklin’s first one - on -
one situation came midway
in the fourth quarter.

The Patriots didn’t say die
and recaptured the lead with
four minutes remaining on a []
free - throw by Rich Gibson,
5358 Wayne responded with ]
a four for 14 from the field M
quarter and made good nine [
of 14 at the-line to overtake 1
and subdue the Patriots.

“We were tight and this [
combined with their
(Wayne's) . pressing did us
in,” added Visser whose Pa-
triots finished at 24 of.68 for
235 per cent shooting mark.

‘Wayne hit on 25 of 65 for 38
per cent gnd converted 21 of

Kaseta’s 17 grabs. paced
thé rebounding game which
Franklin won, 40-29,

“We are still going to go,”

added Vigser who realizes
better anyone -that this
Friday’s clash with Glenn
has to be an opening key to
the Northwest title.

Box score:

FRANKLIN

WAYNE

'MAKE WAY FOR THE ALL-NEW

1974 SCORPION

NOW ON DISPLAY IN OUR
- SHOW ROOMS

OTHER COMPARABLE SAVINGS

1973 SCORPION 440 Regular $1,295.00 .

1973 SCORPION 400 Regular §1,245.00.

1973 SCORPION 340 Regulor $1,145.00

1973 SCORPION 290 Regular  $995.00 .NOW §695.00

1972 SCORPION 290 ET  Regular- $895.00 .. ...NOW $695.00
*Ptus Fraight & Set-up. Full Factory Warranty Set-Up Ready to Ride.”

. KOW $995.00
NOW $895.00
.NOW $795.00

. w -
MAKE YOUR CHOICE AT. . . Vo
_SHARROW'S SERVICE * SEATON'S EXCAVATING BLUE WATER McCULLOCH
ALGONAC : PINCKNEY. PORT HURON. -
| GEORGE'S AIR COOLED ENGINES ~ MORTON ENTERPRISES
DETROIT PLYMOUTH DICK'S L@g\'l‘lh n& SPDBT
7-LAKES SPORT AND MARINE DETROIT SUBURBAN UNION LAKE
HOLLY LAWN CUTTING
PETERSON PLUMBING & FONTIAG . .
HEATING LEE'S LAWN AND GARDEN. 1 HOMAS SPORT CENTER,
MONROE PONTIAC
WASH-ME- H,  TREANOR'S TRAILER " & -
o WAS OUTDOOR CENTER RECREATION UNLIMITED
0XFORD PONTIAC - WYANDOTTE
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