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Dry Air Harms
Antique Furniture

Most antique buffs don't
realize it, but it takes more
than fumiture polish to keep
an antique in good condition.

“Dry air is the enemy of
anything made of wood, and
that goes for antiques as
well,”” warn engineers.

They point out that most
homes today are too dry in
wintertime.

Dry air seeks to regain a*
moisture balance by drawing
water from everything it
touches.

Since the natural moisture
content of wood is from five
to eight per cent, wood ob-
jects are quite susceptible to

warping, cracking, and buck-
ling as the moisture is drawn
out.

Veneers can peel, joints be-
come loose, and finishes
crack and craze.

The answer is to maintain
proper humidity with the aid
of a good humidifier, one
that keeps indoor relative
humidity at around 30 per
cent in cold weather.

Other precautions to safe-
guard antiques include keep-
ing them out of the direct
sunlight, away from windows
or doors which may be left
open, and away from heating
registers or radiators.

i’lant Of The Week

The Chinese evergreen,
Aglaonema, is among the
toughest house plants, says
William Carlson, Michigan
State University horticultur-
ist. It is characterized by du-
rable, leathery, waxy, green
leaves.

Ideal conditions include
good water and light. The

CHINESE EVERGREEN

temperature  should  be
warm, 6265 degrees F. at
night, rising to 80-85 degrees
F. in the daytime.

The Chinese evergreen
will, however, tolerate the
reduced light of a living
room or office with a dry at-
mosphere, says Carlson.

Place the plant in a shady
area, away from the sun,
preferably a north window.
Fifty to 500 foot candles of
light is adequate.

A commercially prepared
touse plant soil mix avail-
able at retail garden centers
or a mixture of % peat,
Y% perlite, % sterilized gar-
den soil is recommended.
Keep the soil evenly moist
but not constantly wet. The
Chinese evergreen will also
grow in whter.

The Chinese
can be propagated from stem
tip cuttings, seeds, division,
or stem segment cuttings.

How To Keep Drains Clear

Plumbing contractors get
more calls to unplug drains
and clogged water closets
than for any other service.
Yet most stoppages can be
avoided with just a little

For example, if you pour a
kettle of boiling water down
the kitchen sink every day,
this will help to keep the
drain clear, Large food par-
ticles, coffee grounds and
grease should never be wash-
ed down the drain.

In the bathroom, stoppages The

in the water closet are the
most frequent problem.
The water closet should

never be used to dispose of
trash. And if the lid is kept
closed, the chances of any-
thing falling in accidently
are lessened.

A booklet that contains
dozens of tips on plumbing
maintenance, including how
to clear clogged pipes, what
to do about noisy plumbing,
how to prolong the life of
your water heater, ete, is
available for 30 cents plus an
eight-cent stamp. Write to:
Plumb-
ing-Heating-Cooling Informa-
tion Bureau, 35 E. Wacker
Dr., Chicago, Il. 60601.
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