A School
For Kids
Who Never
Had One

By CORINNE ABATT

- Some sweeping changes
have taken place since the
state passed a mandatory
special education act Jast
summer.

One, closest to home, is the

opening of the Devel
opmental Training Center lo-
cated in the Cloverdale
School in Farmington. It is
one of five centers in Oak-
land County. Each is using a
slightly different approach to
the challenge of the act.
. Under the new law, educa-
tional programs for the sev-
erely mentally handi€apped
must be provided fo age 25.
Prior to the passage, pro-
grams for these people, not
considered either trainable
or educable, were offered on
a hit-or-miss basis under the
county mental health pro-
gram.

Parents had to scramble to
find something to megt their
needs, if indeed they could
even get in contacct with the
proper people.

Now with financial aid
from the state and county,
programs are being provided
regardless of mental and
physical capabilities.

Fred W Parker, supervisor
of the special education pro-
gram at Cloverdale, said he
called Lansing to clarify the
bili’s implications and quotes
a remark from the other end
of the conversation: “If a
severely handicapped child is
born at 9 a.m., the program
for it should be ready by 5
p.m. the same day."”

Parker says that, of
course, diagnosis takes much
longer, but that comment
does give an idea of the
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Mrs, Esther Friedrichs, Li-
vonia resident. with a long
list of community service
contributions, is winner of
the first “'salute to women™
award from the Livonia
branch of the American As-
sociation of University Wom-
en.

The citation was presented
to Mrs. Friedrichs when the
branch, organized two years
ago, held a Christmas lunch-
eon Saturday, in Hillside Inn,
Plymouth.

scope of the required plan-
ning.

The program for those 4
through 25 was started at
Cloverdale last summer
There are 50 enrolled. They
come every school day from
9 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 250 days
a year. The year around
schedule is also new.

More recently, the
pre-school ~ program  was
opened. The -age range is 11
months through four years.

pre-school class. There are
cribs in both the pre-school
and  kindergarten rooms
There are walkers and pad-
ded chairs A number of the
children who fall easily wear
protector helmets.

The school maintains a
complete laundry facility.

* Sheets, pillow cases, bibs and

everything but the clothes
the = youngsters wear to
school are laundered on the
site.

Like the other students, “'Bocanse many youngsters
pre-schoolers come from irat o
Clarenceville,  Souhfield, ¢ prone to respiralory ail

South Lyon, Novi and Walled
Lake as well as Farmington.
The staff for the 60 stu-
dents includes three teachers
10 teacher aids, a full time
nurse, a full time occupation-

al therapist and hopefuly,
and soon part-time physical
therapist. That comes out to
a ratio of six students to one

staff.

Even with a ratio like that,
Parker said, there is a real-
ization that volunteer help
could greatly augment the
program. .

“We have some volun-
teers,” he said, “and find
that we are keeping them
busy - we just need some ex-
tra hands in situations like
mealtime.”

He suggested this might be
an area in which senior citi-
zens might find a place,
“sort of like foster grand-
pareqts.”

The challenges
daily are far different from
those usually associated with
education. Many youngsters,
for instance, have severe
physical problems. Toilet
training goes beyond the

which
Parker and his staff meet

ments and other infections,
Parker says, ‘'We run a ster-
ile operation. Our cleaning
routine is\very much like a
hospital. Two of our special
education graduates, now
program aids, are in charge
of it."”

The nurse, on duaty
throughout the school day,
dispenses medications which
many must have. At least
three times since the pro-
gram opened, a city rescue
squad has been called when
students had to be taken to
the hospital.

Parker says, “Each time,
the rescue squad was here in
two minutes or less. They
are really great.”

He continues, “‘This is so
different from what we think
of an educational pro-
gram...Our philosophy is that
the place should sparkle, be
stimulating, and be a cheer-
ful, happy place to come. We

are trying very hard to
create a happy environ-
ment."” -

The pre-school dass, dif-
ferent from what other cen-
ters offer, is an outgrowth of
the home training program
where a teacher visited each

iT'S A NEW KIND of school now in operation in Cloverdale School in
Farmington for the severely mentally handicapped. At left, supervisor
Fred Parker helps a child put an ornament on the Christmas tree. Above,
Mary O'Leary of Southfield, one of the youngest pupils, sports a victory’
smile because she just managed to get from a crawling to a sitting

position. (Fran Evert photos)

home. When she was driving
many miles a day to get
around to the 10 or 11 scal-
tered from Walled Lake and
Novi to Southfield and Farm-
ington, a decision to change
was made.

“We decided.” savs Park-
er, “that it would be edu-
cationally sound to have
them in the building together
where we had the equipment
and the teacher centered.”

At first there was some
criticism from other centers
about the move, but it is al-
ready a proven success. Most
mothers accompany their
children, bring them in and
stay with them. The teacher
picks up one child whose
family doesn’t provide trans-
portation.

The program has had a re-
markable effect on parents,
and in turn the parents have
had a remarkable effect on
the program.

The pre-schoolers come
two mornings a week, § a.m.
to noon. One morning moth-
ers are in the dassroom with

Friedrichs Is Given
AAUW?’s Ist Salute Award

The Livonia AAUW de-
cided -this year to make an
award each year to the wom-
an in the community who
makes the greatest contribu-
tion in the four areas of
AAUW concern — education,
community issues, . clutural
interests and international
relations.

Mrs, Friedrichs was se-
lected after a committee sub-
mitted a list of candidates
and the organization’s execu-
tive board reviewed the
names.

“She has a long list of ac:
complishments, at least one
of which falls into each of

. the above categories,” said
Sister Margaret Basso, vice -
president and program chair-
man for the Livonia AAUW.

*. Listing these, she said Es-
ther Friedrichs is:

* A volunteer probation of-
ficer for the Livonia Distriet
Court. -

* A member of the Li-
vonia City Planning Commis-
sion. e

MRS. ESTHER FRIEDRICHS (cénter)'is winner of the.first "salute to

women” award presented by the Livonia AAUW: With her are Sister
Margaret Basso (left), vice president and program chairman, and Mrs,

Penny de Stigter. (Phato by Doug Johnson)

* An active member of the
Livonia League of Womnen
Voters, in which she has
served on committees study-
ing local land’ use, trans-
portation, international rela-
tions and youth services in
Livogia.

 An active member of the
Livonia Rotary Anns and the
Livonia Town Hall.

e Active in the Bentley
High School chapter of
American Field Service and
the American ‘“mother” to
an exchange student during

one school year.
In addition, the citation
stated, Mrs.  Friedrichs

spends several hours each
week with a blind friend,
reading to her and taking her
and her child te classes at
the Livonia Family Y, and
she has made herself avail-
able to drive cancer patients
to the doctor and for therapy
treatments.

For three years Mrs.
Friedrichs has been tutoring
a fourth grade class in Ink-
ster once 2 week. She and a
fellow member of the Li
vonia LWV, Mrs. Mary Lou
Lively, worked for several
years in an inner - city nur-
sery- they established in an
Office of Economic Opporta-
nity center.

They also established a
clothing depot there and op-
erated it until the center
closed.

The award was presented

. by Sister Margaret and Mrs.
Barbara

Mansfield, president
of the Livonia branch AAUW.:

the teachers and aids, and
the other morning they are
given a special in-service
program by the murse, the
school psychologist or by
some of the special education
staff. :
This gathering together ol
the parents has proved to be
a great morale booster.
Previously every one had
the heartbreaking “I am al-
one" feeling, and here they
found they were not alore.
“The camaraderie and so-
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cial rapport between the par-
ents is excellent...the parents
are. terribly cooperative. We

Parker said, "It would be téo
stimulating for many chil-
dren, but these kids need all
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have a lot of input from
them, and we respond to
their suggestions.”

The pre-school room is a
lively place, full of light and
gaily decorated, much more
so than an  average
pre-school room. .

Looking at the mobiles
hanging from the ceiling, the
vast array of wall decora-
tions and the colorful toys,
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they can get.”

Near teacher Ruth White-
man's desk 11 sheets of pa-
per are posted. Each con-
tains the name of a child and
the goals which she has set
for him - crawling, sitting
up, reaching for toys and the
like.

The few who cannot be
transported because of phy-
sical involvement are visited
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Give the lasting beauty

by the homebound teacher.
.In the rest of the schoo!
youngsters are grouped ac-
cording to chronological age.
Onpe group of six is being
prepared to enter the train-
able program in the schools.
They are learning appro-
priate behavior in a school
setting.

In the other rooms, the
mental ages, Parker says,
“go all over the range.” The
center is now involved in a
testing program to evaluate
and find the mental ages, but
this is an arduous process.
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Some are not secure enough -

yet to speak, and others are
different tv evaluate becawe
of physical involvements.
“The main thing is," Park-
er explains, “our staff are

pleased with any growth they - -

see. They are satisfied with
minimal
people say we're just
baby-sitting, I don't agree,

but if in fact we are doing-

just that, it's still helpful. It
gives moms and dads more

than five hours a day in -

which their child is getting
good, professional care."”

g"fg
N

%

of a dried-flower bouquet!
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Come see our marvelous selection of

dried-A

custom

‘made in our own shop from the finest domestic and imported real dried flowers and”
grasses! Choose “sure to please” gifts from our wide assortment of colors, sizes, and
shapes... priced from $10.00. BankAmericard or Master Charge.

OPEN MON. THRUFRI. TIL @ @ SAT: TIL5:30 ® SUN.12t04 - FORBROWSING

Michigan’s Largest Ethan Allen Dealer \

" LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELT

Just North of Five Mile Road

PHONE 422-8770

\4

UTICA
50170 VAN DYKE
Between 22 and 23 Mj
PHONE 739-610

Roads -

progress..Some



