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ERA BRACELETS, to be worn in support

. of an Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S.

< Constitution, are on sale now by members of
the League of Women Voters. Southfield-Lath-
rup representatives Evelyn Billesdon (left) and
‘Shirley Wall are two of the bracelet sales-
women Iin Observeriand. (Evert photo)
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LWV Selling Bracelets

By LORAINE McCLISH

A new " bracelet scen
around Observerland these
days is marked ERA and is
meant to be worn until the
Egual Rights Amendment,
the 27th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution becomes
law.

‘The bracelet is on sale now
by the Southfield - Lathrup
and Farmington - West
Bloomfield Leagues of Wom-
en Volers (LWV) for $3.

“We make “a profit on
this,” said Mrs. Thomas
Wall, president of the South-
field - Lathrup chapter. “*The
proceeds will go into the
league's special ERA budget
to provide materials and as-
sistance, public cducation,
lobbying, court suit fights or
whatever  in  nonratified
states.”

Michigan is one of 30 states
that have ratified the amend-
ment, ‘but eight more are
needed before it will become
a federal law.

However, the bracelet is
also worn as a consciousness
raiser and as a means of
showing support for ratifica-
tion.

Being in the business of
selling anything is new for
the LWV, Local chapters all
are supported through a fi-
nance campaign conducted
every spring through local
businesses.

And the LWV did not have
too much to do with the pas-
sage of the amendment in
Michigan.

“We took up the campaign
because of our (long-
standing) stand on cquality
of opportunity,” said Mrs,
Wall.

1 think we were all caught
by surprise when we learned
that it {the amendment) was
running - into  stumbling
blocks. The whole business is
indigenous with our organiza-
tion, thouph, so when we
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other to give the fami-
lics who turn to us all
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found out we, were going to
have to work to have this be-
come law, we quickly sup-
perted it,”” Mrs. Wall said.

Along with each bracelet,
purchasers receive a pamph-
let entitled “The ERA: What
it Means To Men and Wom-
en” is concise and ecasy - to -
read. :

It covers what the ERA
will do; why it's nceded;
why it will not interfere with
individual privaey; its cffects

on discriminatory  labor
laws; its effect on states’
rights; and its effect on

women'’s rights in marriage
and divorce. .
“The main need is stifl for
proper understanding without
emaotional dcbating,” said
Mrs. Alex Billesden, who
handles public relations for
the Southfield - “Lathrup

group.
Training

Girl scout leaders come
from every educational, ra-
cial and economic group, but
they all have one thing in
common — they enjoy shar-
ing their knowledge and™
skills to help girls grow. No
matter what the background,
each leader and assistant

leader has something to con-
tribute because girl scouting
gives them the training and
help they need.
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(Last Orders Taken

“We slill have to reach
those who have not been
touchied by the problem,™ :

The general principle of.
the league is that if a law re-
stricts rights, it will no long-
er be valid; if it protects
rights, it will be exlendcd to
men.

The bracelets, the women
warn, are made of nickel sil-
ver so they won't take a lot
of bending.

Orders will be taken by
Mrs. Wall, at 29858 Fall Riv-
er, Southfield; Mrs. Billes-
don, 13860 San Jose, Lathrup,
or Mrs. Helen Prutow, 31741
W. 13 Mile Rd., Farmington,

Mail orders will be filled
by mailing a check for $3.25,
made payable to the South-
field - Lathrup League of
Women Voters, PO Box. 215,
Lathrup Village. 48075, or the
Farmington-West Bloom-
field League, mmled to Mrs.
Prutow.
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