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Senior Citizen Ride
Program To Be Tried

A 50 cent ride; one day a
will give trans-
portatxon to senior citizens
anyplace in Farmington next
month.

The Farmington City Coun-
cil approved an experimental
program to begin in January
on Wednesdays providing .
limited taxi service to people
over 62 years of age.

The council approved sub-
sidizing the program for a
trial period of 90 days, up to
six months, for a total of
$260, to determine how it wilt
be used and what it will cost.

Vern Foster, owner of Sub-
urban Checker Cab, Inc., told
the council he would be will-

FHS Yule

Concert
Is Tonight
The Farmington High

School vocal music depart-
ment will present its annual
Christmas concert “‘A Christ-
mas Music Box™ tonight
(Wednesday) at 8 p.m. in the
-auditorium.

Five vocal groups will be
featured including the Falco-
naires, Twelve Tones, Con-
cert Choir, Women's Chorus
and Mens' Chorus.

Under the direction of in-
structor William Feucht and
Janeen Ellis, FHS Senior and
concert chairman, the con-
cert will also feature a visit
from Santa Claus who will
lead the traditional holiday
tumes.

ing to assign a taxi to the
city one day a week between
9a.m. and 6 p.m.

A senior using the service

would be picked up at his
home and delivered anyplace
mlhm the city limits for 50

The cab would be con-
stantly “on call” and others
could be picked up en route.

Foster said he was willing
to subsidize part of the pro-
gram, if the city would con-
tribute $10 a day. He said he
is willing to subsidize all oth-
g{tcnsts during the trial peri-

At the end of the trial, Fos-
ter will meet with the council

to review the actual cost of
operating the program.

The council would then
have to decide whether to
continue the program.

Foster hopes to find out
both the.demand for such a
service, and how practical it
would be economically.

“Although it is very limit-
ed in scope, it may aid us in
determing if our local senior
citizens would use a Dial -

- Ride or point - to - po‘mt
service of an expanded na-
ture if it were available,”
city manager Robert Dead-
man said

Foster said he would be
willing to start the service

after the first of the year.
The city plans to prepare
handout materials to be dis-
tributed at the senior citizens
activity centers.

The program got started
following an investigation of
several possibilities for mass
transit for Farmington.

Newly - elected councilman
William Hattsock made im-
a proved mass transit a cam-
paign issue, and raised it
again shortly after taking
seat on the council.

Preliminary reports to the
council indicated little help
would be coming to Farm-
ington from the Southeastern

COUNTING UP the proceeds are Mrs. Lola Clarkson, Mrs. Betty
Evans, and Mrs. Dorothy Ogelsby. (Evert photo)

New Forms Are Used

Michigan Transportation Au-
thority, the” unit which con-
trols mass transit plans in
the area.

Farmington Hills recently
began a -am of listin,
car poolpngrrs and Ci!)g/
Manager George Majoros in-
dicated about 50 applications
have been received so far.

Farmington's program
would nrot serve Farmington
Hills, and Foster indicated
there would be an increase in
cost to go the longer dis-
tances in the Hills.

“We certainly will be look-
ing at the program anyway,”
Majoros said.

GOODFELLOW DOLLS are on display at the Farmington Library, 12
Mile branch, prior to going into the Goodfellow baskets. Tracey Myers |
looks at two of the dolls before they go to some needy child. (Photo by

Fran Evert)

DR. EDWIN BLUMBERG sells a Goodfellow paper. (Evert photo)

Goodfellows
Best Ever

‘The Farmington Goodfel-
Tows collected a record $3.475 -
during their paper drive, ac-
cording to Chairman Richard
‘Tupper. but they sull could
use more toys.

‘Tupper, who is heading a
new Goodfellow organization
which is operating for the
ficst time this year, said
some big contributors of toys
were unable to donate this
year,

Contributions of usable. or’
new toys should be dropped
off at the Elks cIuh on Or
chard Lake Rd.

Names for recipients are
to be turned in to the Cham- *
ber of Commerce office,
Grand River and Farmington
Rd.

Retirees Are Enlisted To Help With Taxes

By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER

If you're a senior citizen in
the Farmington area with a
tax problem, an information
booth stafied by senior citi-
zens can help you.

Following a meeting at-
tended by more than 500 per-
sons held to discuss the new
property tax relief law, city
officials realized that senior
citizens in the area would
peed information and help in
filing for rebates.

That resulted in the infor-
imation booths currently open
from 13:30 p.m. five days a
week in the city offices, 23500

Liberty. Although the service -

is primarily for city - of
Farmington residents, no one

" is questioned as to residence.

The group of six volunteers
is chaired by Heary L.
Trombley, a former post-
master in Farmington for 45
years. Since retiring
Trombley has been a "hob-
byist,” repairing and build-
ing furniture.

Also a volunteer is Gerald
Harrison, former_school su-
perintendent in Farmington,
who has traveled and served
on numerous local boards
since his retirement.

Other volunteers include
Herb Taylor, Claude Loos,
Gordon Sherman and Mrs.

One Edition Next Week

Your hometown paper will
be published only onmce a
week for the two hollday
weeks.

. Observer Newspapers will
publish on Thursday, Dec. 27,
and Jan. 3.

To get your news items in
those editions, the editor
must receive them in Mon-

day’s mail, as usual.

Classified ads will be ac-
cepted by our phone room
until 11 a.m. Wednesday
each week.

The curtailed publication
will give Observer News-
papers employes a holiday at
home with their families and
conserve newsprint.

“Really, the form is quite simple, buta
number of people get shaky about any-

thing new!”

--Gerald Harrison

Ruth Henke. All volunteers
received a training session
with a representative of the
state treasury office.

Trombley said that during
the last two weeks more than
40 persons have been helped
by the staff. This doesn't in-
clude information given over
the phone and referrals to
treasury offices located in
Detroit at 18347 w.
MeNichols and in Pontiac at
2253 §. Telegraph.

He said that it would be
impassible to determine how
many persons are affected
by the new law. Harrison
added that he would estimate
5060 per cent of those 65
years of age or older would
be affected by the new law.

Three other categories of
those eligible for tax relief
under the law include those
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who are blind, who pay no
tax, and servicemen, veter-
ans or their widows.

“Because of a change in
the law this year, many who
received some relief in prop-
erty tax last year may be
confused,” explained Harri-
son. “Under the new law
many senior citizens not pre-
viously able to qualify for
tax relief now can and don’t
know it.”

Under the mew law, the

‘maximum relief available ‘is

$500 with a sliding scale
based on income. In this
sense, family income in-
cludes social security and all
other forms of income.

Also under the new law,
renters can apply for proper-
ty tax relief by using 17 per
cent of their rent as a prop-
erty tax. Previously income
was limited to under $5,000:
however, now there is *“theo-
retically™ no income limit.

Property taxes are limited
to two per cent of taxes for

Powers Road
To Be Paved

Powers road will be paved
next spring from Grand Riv-
er south to Nine Mile.

Virtually every resident on
the street able to walk ap-
peared'at a public hearing on
the propesed paving Monday
before the Farmington City
Council.

The residents, who had pe-
titioned for the paving, were
approximately 3-1 in favor of

the project.

Powers residents have
found !hemselvs on a minor
through st;

Despite the present unim-
proved condition of the.road,
traffic-from Grand River to
Nine MLIE has generated

from. the resi-
dents. .

near Nine Mile and Powers
was blamed by many as the
‘main reason for the traffic.

Few of the residents
seemed concerned the im-
proved street would attract
more cars,

Most in opposition were o
posed to lhepggg v

Engineering estimates for
the concrete paving approved
by the council are approxi-
mately $20 per front foot,

David 'Kelly was among
those oppesed, mentioning
the increase in assessments
expected from Oakland Coun-
ty next year.

But the majority of those
at the hearing supported the
project, citing bad drainage
along the road and problems

An enfrance

with

income between  $4-5,000,
three per cent of taxes for in-
come between $5-6,000, and
3.5 per cent of tax bills for
incomes of $6,000 or more.

The form for filing for
property tax relief is similar
to an income tax form.

Trombley described the six
page form as a “crossword
puzzle.”

In order to complete the
form, the total amount of in-
come for the previous year
must be known. Refunds
may be credited against

state income tax. or will be
refunded through that office
if no income tax is paid.

“Really, the form is quite
simple, but a number of
people get shaky about any-
thing new,” said Harrison.
“And that's what we're here
for.”

VOLUNTEERS man an information booth on tax relief for senior
citizens from 1-3:30 p.m. five days a week in the City of Farmington
offices, 23600 Liberty. Claude Loos, one of six senior citizens who staff
the booth, helps Dorothy MacDonald with the six page form.

Does Anyone Have

A Good Suggestion?

Unsightly vacant lots, dam- )

aged street signs, messy

places of business and trash’

problems all have been
called to the attention of the
Farmington  Beautification
Committee through the sug-
gestion box program.

“A lot of good suggestions

have been received through
the boxes in the past,” said
Mrs. Joan Barbrick, com-
mittee chairman.

The boxes are located at
the White House Valet store,
3215 Grand River; the
Farmington City Hall, and
the Farmington Chamber of

Commerce office.

“The Farmington Beau-
tification Committee is inter-
ested in your suggestions for
making Farmington a beau-
tiful place to live and work.
All suggestions will be re.
viewed at the monthly meet.
ings held at city hall.”
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