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PlymouthHome Your Glft-—A New Friend

F or Retardates
Gets State Nod

sile plans for a community
homé in Plymouth for adult
retardates now have the pre-
limmary -approval of the
Michigan Housing = Devel-
opmént Authority.

THe approval was an-
nounced by Jan Plas of Li-
voma president of the Com-
munity Opportunity Center, a
non-profit  corporation that
plans to build the home at
Wing and Deer Streets near
downtown Plymouth.

The project, which will be
the first of its kind in west-
em Wayne County, also has
the approval of the Wayne
County department of mental
health, inter-agency com-

tesess
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mittee, Plas said.

The COC, he added, now is
proceeding with securing ar-
chitectural drawings to acer-
{ain building feasibility.

The projected home would
house 16 retarded adults ca-
pable of living in a commu-
nity situation with house-
parents and holding jobs in
the area.

Plas said the COC has a
list of 72 persons whose fami-
lies have expressed interest
in the project but still is
looking for more applicants.

“IUs possible not all those
who have applied will qualify
for the home,” he said.
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Imagine your child's face
when he sees that cute, cud-
dly puppy he's been wanting.
all year, waiting for him un-
der the Christmas tree.

“Giving ‘a puppy or kitten
for Christmas is just like giv-
ing your child a new best
friend,” says Frank An-
drews, executive director of
the Michigan Humane So-
ciety, a Torch Drive service.

“A pet, like a new friend,
teaches a child how to be re-
sponsible and kind but a new
Christmas pet can turn into
heartbreak after the ho-
lidays. The giver must use
good judgment to pick a
healthy and compatible pet
who won't end up. back at the
Hurnane Society.™

Beginning this Christmas *

season on Dec. 15 and contin-
uing as year-around policy,
animals bought from the Hu-
mane Society’s Western
Wayne County branch at
3725 Marquette, Westland,
or the new Oakland facility
at 1700 Brown Road, Pontiac
Township, will get
bealth exams -and veri-
fication of good health. The
policy also holds for the Det-
roit shelter.

Velerinarians  throughout
southeastern- Michigan have
offered this service within
seven days after the pet is
purchased at the Humane So-
ciety.

The donation- at’ the shel-

free

THIS PERKY PUP and a lot of friends are
waiting in Humane Society shelters to be pick-
ed as Christmas gifts.

ters is $§20 for dogs and §15 -

for cats, and that includes an

- 1D tag, free vet exam, pre-

liminary shots, leash, collar
and $10 refund if the pet is
spayed or neutered within six
months. The Humane Society
shelters have some 500 pets
to dispose of before Christ-

Andrews also recommends
hamsters, guinea pigs and
tropical fish as family pets,
but warns against exotic pets
like monkeys because they
may be a deﬁmte health haz-
ard.

He cﬁers these tips to pet
shoppers to help them pick a
perfect pet.

“Survey the family’s needs
and requirements for a pet
before you make the decision
to get one,”” says Andrews.

Certainly don't give a.pet
as a surprise. If it's not for
your own family, check with
the family first and make

sure if they want a pet and
what kind.

“Consider the size of the
family and their home. Dogs
in general don't belong in

- apartments. They need room

to run around, and they tend
to mishehave if left alone all
day while their owners are at
work.” -

Apartment dwellers should
consider cats as pets, sug-

gests Andrews. They are
friendly but content when left
alone and now pure bred cats
are less expensive than ever
before.

Famnilies with- lots of kids
need tolerant, even tempered
dogs. Beagles, like Snoopy,
love everybody and make
terrific companions for kids
as do short haired terriers,
pointers, springers and set-
ters.

Give ‘Homemaker’
For Christmas

A gift that keeps on giving
all year long is the *Young
Homemaker " magazine.

The “Young Homemaker™
is a publication of the Coop-
erative Extension Service of
Michigan State University. It
is published six times a year,
and is full of helpful informa-
tion for today's busy young
homemaker.

Some topics covered Ias!
year were speech devel-
opment in children, how to

write “Young Homemaker,”
Extension Bulletin  Office,
PO Box 231, East Lansing,

“tremely happy with matts

" wet places. A nose is no ba-

“Most homes are ex-
with beagle and spauiel in
them,” concludes Andrews.

Such dogs can take a lot .
from kids, but Andrews
warns that children under
two years old are. not ready
for pets.

“They still don't under-
stand that pets are living
things,” he says. “They
could mistreat them.™

If you're looking for a dual

pet and watchdog,
toy dogs and miniatures
make lots of noise when any-
one comes near the house
but they're temperamental
and more likely than mutts
to snap at children.

Once you've decided on the
kind of pet you want, be sure
to pick a healthy one, An-
drews says.

“Contrary to popular be-
lief,” Andrews says, ‘‘pup-
pies only have cold, wet
noses when theyre in cold

rometer of a dog’s health.™
Puppies’ eyes should be
bright and clear and their
coats should be clean and un-
matted. There should be no
sign b:n the body of bumps or

A simple test for checkmg
the health of a puppy is
grasping the scruff of the
neck and gently pinching its
hair up. If the hair stands up
matted, the puppy is prob-
ably dehydrated, which is
symptomatic of many dis-
eases of dogs. Check that the
back side is clean and the
gums pink.

Judge the health of a pet
by the pet shop it is in, says
Andrews. Often an unkept
store indicates an unhealthy
animal.

When buying a-pet, it's al- _
ways a good idea to take it
to a vet to have it checked
before making a final pur-
chase. Have the health guar-
anteed in writing. If the pet
store owner is not willing to
let you do this, he may be
trying to hide something.

“You must be hardnosed
about buying a pet,” says
Andrews. “Don't buy it be-
cause it looks sad and needy.
If it looks that way, chances
are it's unhealthy and will
cause you future heartache.
Friskiness is a sign of a
healthy cat or dog.” N
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M the' festive spirit with
you. So, come and visit with ‘us.
Yow'll find every gift and accessory

item you can want to make the sea-
son bright for your family, your
friends and your home.

When you can't decide what

she would like to wear...

Give your special Lady a

Gift Certificate

From Harvi's For Christmas

Pictured are just a few
items from our fabulous
collection.

. Use this white planter to set off your
favorite plant. From ltaly, §” diam,
[T T — 13.95
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. Choose 2 elicate ceramic zebra in
white and black from ltaly, 6” high,
10" long.

. Add a Vera Cruz Sun
decorative touch from Mexica, Stone
finish, 24" high.... .. 119.50

. Charm 2 Irend with a beauttu! ndian
elephant in ether all white o white &
OI. 187 Hig ..., 90950
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go shopping for something

you would like her to wear

- St an authentic Bontebok replica
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24'nmn 8" wide
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...which could only

. For the hard to buy. This miniature
Dutch brass sauttle’ls just the an-
swer. 12" high, 8" wide ........24.50

. o this charming Dutch brass 4un
Wl 5" high, 8" wide ..

lead to a very Happy New Year

- for everyone
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