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MRS, ELIZABETH HAFLEY (left) and Mrs.

Manlyn Pierce’ show the Jesse Tree banner
made by women of Epiphany Lutheran
Church in Plymouth for the Christmas sea-
son. {(Observer photo by Harry Mauthe)

Epiphany Has F{|IM

Jesse Tree
For Advent

By MARGARET MILLER

A Jesse Tree blooms this
Christmas  season in the
sanctuary of Epiphany Lu-
theran Church. 413%0 Five

_ Mile, Plymouth.

1t is the most recent and

most ambitious example of a

banner - creating art that .

also has flowered at Epi-
phany. For several . years
people in the congregation
have been tuming out felt
banners with a message.
both in groups and individ-
vally.

Now the Epiphany sanc-
tuary. architecturally simple
almost to the point of stark-
ness, is at any church season
appropriately and color[ully
decorated.

‘The Jesse Tree came into
being this fall in time for the
first Sunday of Advent, Dec.
2. Sky-blue in color, with a
green tree and symbols in
red and white, it hangs in the
place of honor at the front of
the sanctuary.

Six members of the congre-"

gation,  Marilyn  Pierce,
Elizabeth  Hafley, Gerry

Coleman., Carolyn-Lyle, Ka-
ren Miller and Sue Prezioso,
worked on the banner that
depicts Jesus® “family tree”
and shows how the Messiah

came uut of Hebrew tradi-
tios

Manlyn Pierce brought the
idea from Florida where she
vacationed last Christmas.

“T saw a picture in 2 Tam-
pa paper of a banner some
women had made there,” she
said, "and we adapted it for
our own use.”

As fashioned by the women
of Epiphany, the tree has the
garden of Eden, Noah's ark
and a rainbow, Joseph’s coat
of many colors, Jacob's lad-
der and Moses in the bull-
rushes on its  lowest
branches.

At the top is the symbol of
Christ surrounded by doves
of peace:

In betweén can be found
symbols for the Ten Com-
mandments, the  burning
bush, David's harp, the
temple of Solomon, ‘a Christ-
mas rose and a sparkly
heart, included “‘because we
liked it on the tree we saw in

" the picture, though we didn’t
was -

quite know why it
there.”

Work on‘ the banner .was

done largely in one session in
the Pierce home, and Mrs.

Pierce finished it up by de-
_grees.

):Iesus’ Birthday Is Célebr‘aied

The Christmas season at
Orchard United Methodist
Church of Farmington Hills
will begin with a Christmas

the congregation. The cake *
will bear 20 candles, each
representing a century of the
Christian faith and an aspect
of the influence of Jesus

crepe paper stole as he en-

ters the sanctuary, and fol-,

lowing the worship service
there will be birthday cake
served in the church parlor.

vices are planned by Or-
chard church.

A family worship service
at 5 p.n. will feature music
by two children's choirs, and

b= ;,
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By THE REV. JAMES W.
SCHAEFER
Pilgrim United
Church of Christ

Do you know the difference
between sentiment and senti-
mentalism? The difference
between these two words
contrasts the various kinds of
celebrations at Christmas.

The American College Dic-
tionary defines them this

way:

SENTIMENT ~ 1. Mental
attitude with regard'to some-
thing: opinion. 2. A mental
feeling, emotion. 3. Refined
or tender emotion; manifes-
tation of the higher or more
refined feelings. 4. Exhibition
or manifestation of feeling or
sensibility. or appeal to the

- tender emotions.

SENTIMENTALISM - L
Sentimental  tendency or
character; predominance of
sentiment over reason. 2.
Weak emotionalism; ex-
cessive indulgence in senti-
ment. 3. Weakly emotional;
mawkishly .susceptible or
tender.

Get the difference? Senti-
ment is an honest mental
feeling expressing emotion
and more refined feelings.
Sentimentalism is to overdo
it - weak, excessive in-
dulgence.

The celebration of Christ-
mas (the Christ Mass) prob-
ably was the last of the four
great holy days to be ob-
Serve

Easter Epiphany and Pen-
tecost go back further in his-
tory. Easter celebrates the
Resurrection; Pentecost is
the birthday of the church;
Epiphany on Jan. 6 has been
variously a celebration of

Two Observerland clergymen, in Christ-
mas lefters to their congregations, found dif-
ferent ways to express the same basic idea
underlying. the Christmas season. We share
their thoughts with our readers.

logical | word _with " various
shades * of -~ meaning ‘ but
primarily , signifies - two
things: First, that Jesus was
born a person, a human
being: and second that he be-
came the Messiah'(christ) of
God.

Because of him, we do not
perceive God as  some
far-off, fearsome being. To
the contrary, God is known
to us as compassionate love,
ever-forgiving an
ever-faithful. All this mean-
ing became personified: “In
Jesus Christ, the man of
Nazareth, our crucified and
risen Lord. he has come to
us and shares our common
lot.”

Christmas is more: it cele-

brates life itself, the miracle
of birth and the ongoing na-
ture of life through the gen-
erations. Jesus was one of us
in the evolutionary cycle of
tiuman beings. Sentiment?
You bet!

No wonder we make
Christmas a family gather-
ing. . for the Incarnation
speaks of birth and families.
Family times together in-
clide as many generations
as_ possible. We know the
perpetuity of life in our own
families. Jesus was one of us
with a mother and father.
brothers and sisters.

The sentiment of Ciirist-
mas arises out of life itself
and the meaning that God
has given to us for that life.

By THE REV PAUL D.
RSCHE
Nurthwcst Christian and
Missionary Alliance

Christmas belongs to'US —
it is OUR season. What we
possess in Jesus and what we
feel as a result of him i$ far
maore valuable than anything
that can be peddled in a de-
partment store. Let’s not for-
get and become engulfed in
the trivia.

However, we cannot expect
the commercial world to un-
derstand this. In fact. a
“Keep Christ in Christmas™
sticker evoked this response
from a passer - by ~ “Can
you beat that! The church is

trying to horn in on Christ-,

mas too!” There are some
who feel that one can have a

der how anyone feels it can
be possible to top the first
one!

Just think. the Lord of all
glory came down to earth
without fanfare, without a
welcome, and without the
common necessities.

So if we expect a special
gift to *'make Christmas™ for
ﬁ, how disappointed we will

‘The point is this: we do not
have to withdraw from all
the lesser things. or even re-
act against them -- but we
should learn not to expect too
‘much from these things.

Only Jesus gives reality,
peace and joy, and he does
that all year long.

Let Christmas time sharp
en your sensiti toward
Jesus - his love. his grace

Chanukah

By JACKIE KLEIN

Jews throughout the world
will be celebrating the festi-
val of Hanukah Dec. 18
through Dec. 25.

1t ‘has been stated that the
Jewish people exist today be-
cause of the resistance of the
Maccabees beginning in 168
BCE. This was the first fight
for freedom of worship in the
world.

In 175 BCE, Antiochus IV
became king of Syria. the
land to which Palestine had
been annexed. He tried to
force the Jews to renounce
their faith and to worship
Greek idols. Heathen altars
were erected in every Jewish
community.

Jewish places of worship
were desecrated and Greek
culture was imposed on the
Jewish people. Antiochus de-
creed that any Jew caught’
observing the Sabbath or
having in his possession the
Torah seroll would be killed.

The flag of rebellion was
raised by Matityahu and his
five sons. Their battle cry.
“Whoever is for God, follow
me.” rallied Jews from the
entire country to join their
guerilla forces.

After the death of Mati- -
tyahu. the fignt for freedom
continued under the lead-
ership of Jehudah Maccabee
which means ‘“hammer.”
Maccabee and “his small
group of followers won a
series of victories against the
well eqmpped Syrian legions
in 168 B

Maccabee and his _men "
gained possession of Jerusa-
lem and cleaned and rededi-
cated the Holy Temple which
had been polluted by thé-Syr-
ians, 4

Birthday celebration during i i e - ! .
mes:auyam.'worship service Christ in the history of the A second service at il am. there will be communion anlinl;(y}“llah; V/]\ssltlmlzfg e:sh)e perfectly wonderful Chnsl and his faithfulness. Let The observance of Hanu-
Sunday, Dec. 23. world. will follow the fellowship served during festive worship (. ne bantism of Jesus, Mas Without Christ. Christmas be a great time kah was instituted by the
“hour. at9pm. and 11 p.m. Christmas pcelebrates In- You see signs in the slore for you and your family, a early rabbis to strengthen
A birthday cake will be Each member of the con- The public is invited to all o avon windows: “Make this the golden worship time."a love the Jewish historic con- -
presented by a member of gregation will receive a Three Chrigtmas_Eve ser- services. In camaiion is a fancy theo- _ best Christmas ever." I won- and joy time. sciousness.
' GARDEN CITY \ /" Grace Farmin ; i princaof Poaca N\ [ _
FREE METHODIST CHURCH - Lutheran ngton First United Lutheran Church | Faith Lutheran Church
24715 MaplewoodatInkster Rd. 425-1453 Church’ Methodist Church b 30000 Five Mile Rd.
Rev. Nelson A. Brandymore ~ 422-1075 25630 Grand River 33112 Grand River Ave. 474-6573 Rev. Victor H. Mesanbring Livonia .421-7249
SATURDAY, DEC. 22 V.F.Halboth Sr., * Ministers: -

Neighborhood Christmas Pany mv chlldren
gradestthru6  2:00-4
Games-Food- Frlms-Magu: Fnzss
ALL CHILDREN WELCOME
SUNDAY, DEC. 23
Sunday School 9:45AM.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Christmas Message by the Pastor
Candlelight Service
“Candles & Carols” 6:00 P.M.

_ New YEAR’S EVE SERVICE DEC. 31
Communion Servlce

M.-12.30A.M.
FUEUC CORDIALLY INVITED

{j

(EMERITUS)

V. F. Halboth Jr.
Rodney A. Hilpert
Pastors
cordially invite you to
attend Christmas serv-

"85 MONDAY
DECEMBER 24
(CHRISTMAS EVE)
4:00 &11:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY
11:00 ag

JOHNN. HOWELL
HOWARD F. SNELL

Christmas Sunday
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
MORNING WORSHIP - 10 AM.

“GOD WITH US™

CHRISTMAS EVE-
Candlelight services
7:30 p.m. &11:00 p.m. -

Nursery Care Available

\_

. o AUGSBURG
First United LUTHERAN CHURCH

Methodist . 24601 W. Chicago_
Church ' Redford 534-5389 {522-1486)
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
6443 Merriman Rd. o bt
Garden City Worship Service

Christmas Eve t
2:30 p.m. Candlelight Service
for the whole family

DEC. 24 7 P.M. Communion
with Biessing of the Children
11:00 P.M.

AN

COME - JOIN US
FOR A

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service 7: 30 p.m.
Christmas Da
FaStval Service
with Communion
10am. -
SPECIAL MUSIC
BY THE

THREE CHOIRS

GENEVA
UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

s34

N

* Chiétmas Eve
Family Service 7 p.m.
Festival Communion 11:30 p.m.

New Year's Eve
Holy Communion 7:30 p.m.
' The Rev. Roger H. Schieel

and
The Rev. Joel R. Benbow
Pastors

Pioness Middle School
48031 AKN ARBOR AD.

Maria Schmitz, Director of Music

1 Mk West of Sheidon Ag. Plymoutn
Rev Jelliey S Golasmih

- Livonia

'St. Paul’s Lutheran

Church & School
{Missouri Synod]

- Middlebelt at 8 Milc Sun.,Dec.23. 10am.

Thomas Scherger, Assistant Pastor

NATIVITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST\
9435 Henry Ruff at W. Chicago

Rev. R. Paul Koans, Pastor

421-5406

Church School and
Worship Service with
Choir Cantata .

10:45 am. Christmas Eve
Sunday Morning Worshm

Rev. Glenn E. L. Kjellberg

BIRTHDAY

. d(ihll!'h;;!!sn . 4 p.m. Children's Christmas Program
andielight Service

DEC.30 9:308 1:00 AM.
Service of Lessons & Carols

Chnslmnps bay ) )
Tues., Dec. 24—11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight

8:30 a.m. Sunday Schodl . s
b ~ CELEBRATION _
Sunday Schooland Bibte Class ALL ARE WELCOME J

. I
Season’s Greetings R
3 FROM

g:45a.m. -
Salem ‘:"c'f‘,’ “For, Unto Us a King Is Born This Day...” Orchard United St. Timothy \
, Church of Christ CHRISTMAS EVE Methodist Church United Presbyterian

Oakland at Farmington Road
REV.CARLH. SCRULTZ

CHRISTMAS EVE

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICES:
7:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M.

Church
16700 Newburgh Rd.
Or. PaulMcBride Gillis

30450 Farmington Rd.

626-6820
(between 13 and 14 Mile Roads) .

THREE SERVICES :
Worship and
i progrs DECEMBER 24 hurch Schoo!
Sunday School Christmas Prog Christmas Eve Candlelighting Services ¢ T oasmc 0

7 P.M.
Candleligh_l Services—11:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Family Candlelighting

5,9.and 11 PM
DECEMBER 30

Handbell Choir and Organ Recital
at 6:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

} § Student Recognition Service 0 p.m.
H
& All Welcome! / 9-30 and 11 am Jm Anderson, Muscs

Regular Sundaif Morning Services at
S 9&ttam.

i
OURLADYOF
GOOD COUNSEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH]
1160 Penniman Ave., Plymouth

7~ Aldersgate

United \

Methodist Church
10000 Beech Daly Rd.

NEWBURG UNITED METHODISTCHUHCH\
;6500 Ann Arbor Trail

/— Apaostolic \

Lutheran . .
Congregation A Festival of Christmas Music with
26325 Halstead Rd.

LIVONIA 422-0149

Christmas Schadule of Choirs, Handbells, Instruments & Organ g William A, Ritter, Minister  Donna Lindberg, Assoc. Minister
o Somices | Farmington . ‘ . pe"‘"tM .
Communal Celebation of Pe- | | Raymond H. Tulkki, pastor e CHRISTMAS SUNDAY
nance Thursday, Dec. 20, 7:30 474-6554 e Ministor DEC. 23

m,
P Private Confessions
Ssturday, e, 22.300-52 30p.m.
and atter 7:30 Mas;

WMandsy, Gec. 26,3:00-530 p.m.

Ruth Hadley Turner,
Minister of Music

CHRISTMAS

SUN.DEC, 23and
CHRISTMAS DAY
11:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M.

ROSEDALE GARDENS
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN

Duplicate Services of Worship & Church School
915AM. 11:00A.M.

o SUNDAY SERVICE
cr;n?xénulett'“:'a'e p.m. Fest- 7:30PM. CHURCH 30 a0d 11:00 8m. Spsc:alcharalhgﬁgs H&rfl?rt both services
1200 “Fhignight—Solemn_Con- SUNDAY DEC. 30 o e os
mr:ﬁ?alff Ei““‘ 0rs Nn"(mcy:uu 7:00 FR: oAy HUBBARD AT V;Esaf":"uam BILVD‘ - LIVONIA 7.9 and 11 pm. Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service
l:hcu) 14:00 (cn idren's Choir), i - Rev. Arthur Baumler X 3 ) 11:00P.M.
2:30 ! ) Rev. Donald Elly DEC. 30 T:00P.M

Rev. Aaron Storm

Student Recognition

Sunday
am /

Vow Years Eve 5:20 ang 7:30

Day 54

Shirley Harden—Director of Music
Steven Egler—Organist

Guest Speaker

kALL WELCOME_/

‘Special Music—Meditation
“THE STAR THROWER"

N /

9:30 and 11

J\




