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01iday Ob‘sevaions On Ethies,

Driving Speed, Newspapers As Logs

By PHILIP,H. POWER

A holiday grabbag of observations, mostly
Scrooge - like:

Last week the State Senate gave a big Christmas
present to one of its own, Sen. Charles N. Young-
blood, (D-Detroit).

Sen. Youngbleod has been convicted of attempt-
ing to bribe a member of the Liquor Control Com-
mission. As state law forbids anyone convicted of a
felony from holding public office, it had been ex-
pected that Sen. Youngblood would have resigned or
been removed from his Senate seat.

Not so. The Senate $oted not to expel Sen.
Youngblood after he decided he would not resign.
One of those voting against removal was Sen. Wil-
liam Faust, (D-Westland). One of those voting for it
was Sen. Carl Pursell, (R-Plymouth). Registered as
not voting was Sen. David Plawecki, (D-Dearborn
Heights). Sen. Daniel Cooper (D-Oak Park) was ab-
sent entirely. .

Doesn't the law require Sen. Youngblood's re-
moval? Yes, but the law also says that the Senate it-
self shall be the ultimate judge of the qualifications
of its members. And after all, the case is still being
appealed, and® Sen: Youngblood's lawyer says he
may have been entrapped by state authorities, and
so forth and so on.

Well, you would have thought that if the lessons
of Watergate and political morality were being
heard around the country, they might have seeped
into the chambers of the State Senate. It keeps oc-
curring to me that those who hold public office have
an obligation to observe the highest possible ethical
standards.

1l be interesting to see just how many mem-
bers of the Senate run for office next year on a plat-
form of high ethical principle ~ and how many of
them get away wittfit.

sos

WHILE WE'RE THROWING editorial snowballs,
it might be of interest to report that this newspaper
is getting a lot of letters from readers who are
trying to slow down their driving to around 50 miles
per hour, only to get nearly blown off the road by
buses, trucks and ordinary folks driving at the pre -

* fuel - crunch 70 or so.

One is tempted to lean on the horn or make a
rude gesture or hold up a sign saying “50 MPH,
please™ or some such when that happens. 1 felt the
urge myself last Thursday, when I was driving along
16% when, whoosh, come by me no less than five
pickups and vans all in a caravan and all towing no
less than two snowmobiles each.

Not content with ignoring the need to save gas
by holding speeds down, these guys were then ad-
ding insult to injury by going up north to use more
gas driving around in their snowmobiles.

1 suspect the only way we'll ever get uniformob-
servance of fuel conservation is to have a uniform
state speed limit. Then, at least, everybody *will be
in the same boat. Or snowmobile.

o .

ON THE SUBJECT of fuel conservation, I'm de-
lighted to report that if you've got a fireplace ar
wood stove, there is yet another use for this news-
paper. Properly done, it can be made into an ex-
cellent log for burning, as clean and warm as wood,
without smoldering or popping.

Take the paper, divide it into sections, and then
fold them to about 12 by 15 inches, one half inch

thick. Place the piles in a tub of water and soak over
night, or add one-16th cup of detergent to a laundry
tub of water and soak for an hour or two.

Then roll the wet sections individually on a
onedinch rod and squeeze out the excess water.
Smooth the surface edges, slide the rolls off the rod,
and let stand on the end to dry. Burn just like a
wood log when completely dry. -

With firewood at something like $50 a cord these
days, this could be a real money - saver. Have a
pleasant evening, -courtesy of your hometown news-
paper!

DECK THE WORLD Wit¥

Don’t Abort,

Offer

Child

For Adoption

EDITOR:

I am a volunteer member
of Birthright, which is a
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to helping women and
young girls with problem.
pregnancies. We concentrate
only on alternatives to abor-

tion.

‘We have helped many of
those who come to us reach
a positive rather than a
negative attitude toward the
life of the unborn child they
are carrying.

Must a woman have an
abortion because she be-
lieves she is carrying an un-
wanted child? No child is un-
wanted. Anyone who has
tried to adopt a baby in re-
cent months finds it is al-
most  impossible  because
they are being killed before
they can be placed into the
arms of loving, adoptive par-

ents.
If anti-life people truly be-
* lieve that abortion is a solu-
tion to stopping child abuse,
as they claim. then how do
they explain the fact that our
representatives in Washing-
on-recently found it neces-
sary to authorize $60 million
to study the child abuse syn-
drome now that abortion has
been legalized?

These battered babies are
not children of unwanted
pregnancies, but children
who had the misfortune to be _
born to a sick parent or par-
ents who choose to keep
them rather than giving
them to adoptive parents
who would love and care for
them.

Legalizing abortion did not
curtail child abuse but only
added to it by giving a moth-
er the right to have her child
killed before birth. This, to
my way of thinking, is truly
child abuse. ’

What type of reasoning
tells us it is perfectly all
right to kill a child in the
womb by pulling or cutting -
that child apart or by in-",
jecting a poisonous salt solu-
tion into the baby's sac
which causes the outer layer
of the baby's skin to be.
burned off by its effect? 1t~
takes over an hour to kill a
child with this method which
is commonly used.

Is this the answer to pre--
venting a child from possibly
being. born to a mother.who
might abuse it? God help us!

VERDA BONELLO ;
* Livonia

READ ERS

> FORUM -

Please type {or write
to 300 words.

clearly) and limit letters

® Letters must be signed, with the writer's

address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-
er's request and for good cause.

® The editor reserves the right to reject un-
suitable letters.

Westland Salutes Civic Servant

Suburban politicians honor-
ing one of their own at a tes-
timenial dinner is a common
occurrence “usually reserved
for pre - election campaigns.

Westland officials - past
and present — gathered re-
cently to salute a retiring
city councilman who stands
alone in regional political

ry.

The councilman, William
P. Anderson, holds some
kind of area longevity record
by serving 16 years in an
elective office in an 18 year
period.

Mayor Orville Hubbard, of
Dearborn, has long set a na-
tional record for being in an
elective office but there is
nothing unusual abont a
white politician being elected
and reelected to office in an
all-white community.

What makes Anderson’s
feat more impressive is that
he is black and has been
elected and reelected to the
Nankin Township Board and
Westland City Council des-
pite the fact that blacks ac-
count for about four per cent
of the community’s popu-
lation.

What makes Anderson’s
accomplishments more im-
pressive is that he won and
retained an elective office
long before it became politi-
cally fashionable by subur-
ban liberals to even mount a

political campaign for a
black candidate, let alone
elect one.

Anderson was first elected
to the township board in 1955,
just one year after the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled that
public schools are racially
segregated by governmental
policies.

It was just one year after
Mrs. Rose Parks of Mont-
gomery, Ala., defied an an-
cient southern law and tradi-
tion.

She decided one day that
she wanted to sit in the front
of the bus rather than in the
back reserved for blacks.

Anderson retained his polit-
ical strengths not by doing
what was expected of him ~
to fight for improvements
and services for blacks to the

. exclusion of everything else.

Indeed, he did fight for
programs for blacks when
they were needed but he wi-
sely saw the dangers, of just
being a “black official” in-
stead of an “official who
happened to be black.™

He envisioned an entire
community of people with
their needs met.

He realized that people, re-
gardless of race, want an
honest government that will
provide public safety - ser-

- vices, offer recreation pro-

grams. collect rubbish on a
regular basis, and keep local
taxes at a reasonable level.
At his testimonial dinner,
City Council President Henry
Lundquist of Westland said

that Anderson was the
“great equalizer” on the
council.

Anderson refused to breach
his independence and join
any political faction.

Though Anderson didn't in-
troduce any landmark legis-

lation or programs on the
council, he did inject a sharp
question during the debate on
~a complicated issue and find
that the query shot straight
1o the center of the topic.
When it came to public
talks, Andefson put more
emphasis on quality than

political life at the end of the
month so he can devote more
time to his fulltime job as
president of the Wayne Coun-
ty General Hospital employ-

. es union, which represents

an estimated 1,800 workers.
The quality he introduced

into the political fiber of the

community will be remem-

quantity.

contact with.

Anderson will retire from

*“Tis the season to be jolly, Falalalala, Lalala
1a.” All I can say is when [ run out of fa la las, I ery a

lot. .

Just pick up a newspaper and read the gloom of
doom. “‘Stocks Dive 29 Points,” - “Fuel Crisis Unplugs
Christmas,” “Near-Recession Coming in '74," ‘‘Jobless
Rate May Hit 6 Per Cent,” “Gas Shortage Spells
Trouble,” ““Secretary Teils of Erasure of Nixon Tapes.™

Do you need any more or are you still singing, “Joy
to the World™? Since nobody has thought to rewrite
Christmas songs to keep up with the changing times,
here’s some music' to hang yourself on the tree
by *Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way.
Since our gas went up two cents, I'd betier get a
sleigh.”

“Chestouts roasting on an open fire.

1 can’t cook upon my range.

I can’t set my thermostat any higher.
This Christmas sure is strange.”
“Come, all ye fithful,

Your president's a saint. .

It’s not what's on the tape that counts.
And I'll never tell what ain't.”

“On the first day of Chrlstmns my true love ‘gave to

.me.

—
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The art of being a good
host isn't confined to the
home. In fact, that's a role
far easier to play than being
owner or manager of any of
the fine restaurants which
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dot Observerland, where the
hour - 40 - hour requirement
often is to deal with over -
aggressive strangers rather
than invited guests.

‘We're among those who for
years have made a game of
just watching people ~ be it
in.a hotel lobby, restaurant,
or any general form of public
arena. If patience is de-
manded of management any-

“where in our sociedy, it is

’ Serving the commanlties of:

Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth Township, Canton Township, Farmington, ~
Farmingten Hills, Redford Township, Garden City, Westland, ~
Southfield, Lathrup Village, Bingham Farms -

= with this group who deal
N .daily with thirsts and appe-
tites.

Such  thoughts  passed
through the mind only a few
days ago while occupying a
secluded luncheon corner of

-/

bered by all those he had

Playing H

Yule Spirit?

Ninety-nine shares of I T and T."

On the second day of Christmas what were they worth
to me? .

Two turtle doves and a partridge in a pear tree.”

“One dark night when it was very late,
Ten wise men broke into Watergate.™

It be home for Christmas.
“I'm no domestic lass™

But I'll be home for Christmas,
1just ran out of gas.™

“God rest ye, merry gentlemen

Let nothing you dismay.

We lost Ehrlichman and Haldeman.
But Nixon's here to stay.”

“It came upon a midnight clear.
1 may be unemployéd next year.”

“Come Dancer,come Prancer, come Dunder and Nixon.

See the Christmas dinner [ am fixin’,

With the price of meat, it's perfectly clear.
We may have to shoot Santa’s reindeer.”
“Peacq on earth, be of good cheer.
*'Christmas could be worse next year.”

A

2453

one of our most popular
noontime spas.

In the room, known to the
writer by profession even if
not by name - which is a
knack one gets on this job,
were such cross - section
representatives as these:

A vice president of one of

‘the metropolitan area’sbest

known banks and his top co-
horts, a go-go dancer accom-
panied by her agent and a
boy friend, at least two car
dealers plus assorted sales-
men,: three steel tycoons, a’
retired banker who still car-
ries great area influence,
present, past and yet - to - be
political  types, two at-
torneys, a handful of real es-
tate salesmen, one whiskey
peddler, and assorted dele-
gates representing the great
unwashed public where I find
myself listed on that great

American principle of one -
man - one vote.

Keeping an even keel of
service, ‘with irritations at a
minimum when catering to
the broad spectrum of indi-
vidualized demands, must be
a physical and mental. strain,
albeit profitable. And with
today's prices, maybe even

B
Sense And Nonsense

Members of the audience
and several council members
complained of the heat in the
Farmington City council
chambers recently. A check
of the thermostat revealed
although the pointer was set

Tell People
About Abortion

EDITOR:

My family sees nothing
wrong in informing people
about abortion information. I
have reference to the writer
(Nov. 26} who was stopping
your paper because you had
information on abortions in

it

We all realize abortion is
not the answer. Sex educa-
tion is. Abortion is not mur-
der.

ALFRED ISMOND
Redford Township

Pet Death
Story Morbid

EDITOR:

We're a sociely.-of crime,
murder and anything that
turns us on.

When we read the papers,
there’s never much heart-
warming news in it, and the
article we're a society of too
many pets, realistic as ‘it
may be, is also morbid.

Our children don’t need to
read articles like this. It
hurts enough to see dead ani-
mals on the highway or wild-
fife out in the bitter cold
seeking shelter and food.

Some people can't afford a
veterinarian’s fee so that

ost Can Be Difficult

the latter assertion is quas-
tionable.

We are blessed in Observ-
erland with some of the res-
taurant profession’s finest,
but there isn't a housewife
who has prepared for just
one ~holiday season open
house who would change

__places. These folks deserve a
pat on the back.

at 69 degrees, the room tem-
perature had soared to 74.

“All those people generate
a lot of heat,” City Manager
Robert . Deadman  com-
mented.

their pets don’t become preg-
nant.

Most people do know that,
animal shelters kill unwanted
pets, but children don’t. al--
ways know this. .

Please, Joan Weaver, don't
write morbid articles like
this. Write some joliy - arti-.
cles for the holiday season. -

'Y BRINK:
Plymouth,

EDITOR'S NOTE: The edi-
tors deliberately decided to;
publish the series on the high*
mortality rate of pets prior
to Christmas because that is
precisely when many emo-
tional but unwise decisions
are made to buy pets,

Indians
Say Thanks

EDITOR:
Dear people of Observ-
erland: '
‘We wish to express to you’
our sincerest thanks and
gratitude. ;
We greatly appreciate all
the help you did in your pa-

pers.

Again  thank you very
much for your kindness and
generosity. Wishing you a
very Merry Christmas —

LORRAINE LIVINGSTON
Secretary
Thornapple Indian Band

EDITOR'S NOTE: The
Thornapple Band was a
recipient of food and house-
hold items given by our read- "
ers and collected by the In-
dian affairs committee of the
Western Wayne County Cori
servation Assn. e

Trapping = =
Is Barbaric ~
EDITOR:

any
per”  (Southfield, ~Farm-
ington, Redford, Garden City
and Westland editions, Noy.
21) by Bob McCellan. I hope
that many young readers will
understand what the authgr
felt when he saw the fear:in
the eyes of the muskrat he
had trapped. '
Trapping has been credited
with being the cause of more
animal suffering than_any
other form of cruelty. Four-
teen countries have outlawed
the steel leg hold trap be-
cause of the barbaric nature
of the device. I
Hopefully, the Unit¥d
States will soon reach a B
enough level of civilization4o-
recognize and abolish this
kind of inhumanity,. . -3
DOROTHY N. THOMPSQ)
Westland -



