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PAM BURT, of Troop 271, decorates the German tree with a gin-
gergerman. (Photo by Fran Evert)

Tree Festival Is Success

FARMINGTON

Hundreds strolled through
the second “festival of trees™
at the Farmington Commu-
nity Center recently to ad-
mire the trees of every na-
tion decorated by local Girl
Scouts and Camp Fire Girls.

Tree altendants stationed
in every room of the center
described customs and tradi-
tions of each country and
served refreshments.

The Farmington Musicale
was represented by Sue
McCallum. Marlowe Bela-
nger. Nancy Morrow and
Eleanor Skillman, singing a
sprightly collection of Christ-
mas songs.

Scottish dancers Jennie
and Janet McCrie pirouetted
in their plaids, and Finnish
exchange student Pauline

Jarvela played piano selec-
tions.

Bea Scaglione directed a
cadette scout glee club, led
by Judy Cleveland.

Troops who participated in-
cluded: Brownie troop 303
led by Joyce Cortez and Ja-
net Frederick, assisted by
troops 823 and 46, led by
Joan Whitehead, Bernice
Rigt. Nancy Neill and Diane
Holappa.

Judy Houser’s troop 761
decorated a Scottish tree,
troop 703 led by Debbie Pot-
ter and Debbie De Courcey
did the Finnish tree, and
Herb Piilo’s troop 1047 did
the Japanese.

Troop 701 led by Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Pryor were re-
sponsible for the Lithuanian
tree; Betty Burrell's 326 for
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the Armenian, and Joyce
Thomas® 838 for the Irish.

The Italian tree was the. re-
sponsibility of Troop 555, Peg
Tillier and Wanda Wight-
man: 684, Janet Martell -
Bowon and Connie Hattchen;
633, Elaine Hertz and Diane
Dolson,.and the tree from old
England was the contribution
of Nancy Passfield’s- troop
3.

Eleanor Brown's troop 309
did the French tree, Janet
Burt's 271 the German, Cyn-
this Hearick's 362 the Cana-
dian, Victoria Sharpe’s 258
the Norwegian, Barbara
Freedman's 273 the Swedish,
and Carol House's 259 the
Czechoslovakian.

The Greek tree was spon-
sored by troop 856 under the
leadership of Barbara Levin-
son and Carol Dallman, the
Mexican by troop 212 led by
Marilyn Smart and Veronica
Leld.

Campfire girls who worked
on the American contempo-
rary tree were Maureen
Maier’s group with Sue Han-
na's, Nancy Finnell's, Gail
Swineharts, Lynn Willshaw’s
and Judy Baturoni’s.

Those who decorated the
Danish tree were directed by
Gerry Burgess. Marlene
Aughton, Virginia Diehl, Gail
Swinehart and Judy News-
om.

The Polish tree was under

the direction. of Arlene
Schofield. Jan Vanderwill,
Marylyn Doyle, and Judy
Baturoni.

Cookies were donated by
troop 510 led by Sue Geraci
and Peg Cyrowski: troop 644,
Lauwra Langdon, Pat Tuck
and Marilyn Meclnally; 702,
Yvonne Gerich and Lois Sin-
naive: 11, Martha Barrie,
and a special award was due
Debbie Potter.

Area chairman for the
scouts is Dorothy Piilo, for
the Camp Fire Girls, Bar-
bara Lanigan.

Wins

FARMINGTON
Susan Frontczak, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Waller

Frontczak of 26339 Dundatk
in  Farmington Hills, = re-
ceived second prize for her
poetry reading in a contest
sponsored by the Swarth-
more College English depart-
ment and the Owen Moon
Fund,
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Christmas Past
Was Pretty Good

By W.W. EDGAR

When you drape that pine
or spruce tree in your living
room with tinsel and the
little colored lights. chances
are you'll wonder who
trimmed the first Christmas
tree.

You might also wonder
who discovered the existence
of Santa Claus or who hung
up the first Christmas stock-
ing. You might even wonder
who sang the first Christmas
carol and started some of the
other activities that have be-
come traditional with this
season of the year. And you
might ask, “Who was the
first to select -a strategic
place for the hanging of mis-
tletoe?™

It is surprising to learn,
upon research, that some of
these Christmas customs are
of recent origin while others
date back even beyond the
earliest Christians. .

Even more surprising is
the fact that the Christmas
season we know ~ gifts under
the tree, friends calling to
admire decorations, espe-
cially in the Pennsylvania
Dutch Country where the
Christmas  “‘putz” oftimes
fills the entire living room ~
has existed for only the past

200 years.
To our ancestors who cele-
brated “Christes Masse™

(The Mass of Christ) several
centuries ago, Christmas was
a time of solemn rejoicing
and deep religious dedica-
tion. with little of the modern
gaiety. As a matter of fact
the New England Puritans
actually prohibited joyous
Yuletide celebrations.

Eventually these New Eng-
Tanders and other Americans
succumbed to the charm of
“San Nicolaas™ -- better
known as Saint Nick or Santa
Claus - who .was brought
here by the New York Dutch
settlers. The jolly old gent
was nothing new for he had a
flourishing career long be-
fore reaching the shores of
Manhattan.

History records that more
than 1,600 years ago there
was a St. Nicholas - a Tur-
kish bishop whose many
charitable acts made him a
tegend in his own lifetime.

Martyred in 342 AD., he
became the patron saint of
children throughout Greece,
Holland and Belgium. People
pictured him on a white
horse ascribed to by early
‘Turkish tradition.

His fame soon spread and
when the custom was
brought to Scandinavia a
great change took place. The
Scandinavians felt more at
home with a Saint Nick who
rode a reindeer drawn sleigh.

They also gave him a red
suit. a hand - me - down
from the ancient Norse God,
Thor.

The rosy cheeks, white
beard and big belly were in-
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spired by the famous poem

.“The Night Before Christ-

mas” that was written by
Dr. Clement Moore who
modeled Santa from an old
Dutchman of his aequaint-
ance.

The origin of the Christmas
stocking also is most inter-
esting. One legend has it that
the original St. Nicholas, tak-
ing pity on a man too poor to
provide for his daughter,
dropped gold pieces in a
stocking hung up by the fire
todry.

It is believed, however,
that the stocking custom
originated in Germany. And
it is interesting to learn what
the children in various parts
of the world find in their
stockings on  Christmas
morning.

In Ilaly for instance, good
children find gifts in their
shoes and stockings. The
naughtier children find theit
stockings empty and ashes in
their shoes.

Here,” in America. espe-
cially in the hard coal areas
of Pennsylvania and West
Virginia,  the  naughtier
youngsters find chunks of
hard coal in their stockings.

Despite all the gifts, the
Christmas tree still is the
cénter of most attention and
given a place of homor in
most homes.

Thousands of years before

“Chyist's birth, it is said, ev-

ergreen was revered as a
symbol of long life and im-
mortality.

The first person to deco-
rate a Christmas tree may
have been Martin Luther.

It has been told that one
night, while he was watking
home shortly before Christ-
mas, he felt a strong feeling
between the starry night and
the love of God. Arriving
home, he placed candles on a
little evergreen tree to help
his children experience the
same wonder of God. From
there the custom grew and
spread throughout Europe
and then to America.

Equally intercsting is the
ancient background of the

mistletoe. Primitive Britons
called it “all heal.” They be-
lieved that it was a cure for
all disease and protection
against witcheraft and that it
would bestow fertility on hu-
mans and animals. Also, it
was believed that if a young
couple sealed their marriage
with a kiss under the mis-
tletoe they would have good
luck the rest of their lives.
‘Then there is the origin of

the Christmas carol. The
word ‘“‘carol” means " lo*
“dance in a ring.” It is be-

lieved that the practice of
sitting around in a ring and
singing was populamed by
St. Francis of Assisi.

*t was back in the i2th cen-
tury when he sought to bring
the Christmas message more
vividly to the villagers, few
of whom could read. that he
arranged a manger scene us-
ing real people and animals.

According to this legend,
when the villagers came to
see it, St. Francis led them
in the joyous celebrations
and thus gave “caroling” lo
the world.

Such are the legends of
Christmas that have been
handed down  through the
years.
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COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY

A regulus meeting of the Council of the City of Farmingten Hills was held De-
cember 10, 197
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FLOYD A. CAIRNS, City Clerk

ROBERT A. McCONNELL, Mayor
Putlish: December 19, 173 ‘
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