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Brotherton Looks Back

/By EMORY DANIELS

PONTIAC-

Desplle original setbacks
due - to organizationai de-
mands, the Oakland County
Boatd of Commissioners has
accomplished a lot in 1973,
says Comimissioner Wilbur
Brotherton (R-Farmington).

Brotherton, whose 27th dis-
trict: includes Farmington
and part of Farmington Hills
and :Southfield, recited some
of this year's major accom-
plishments in an interview
with' the Southfield News &

Tver. - .

“We must recognize one
thing: The board started the
year as a new organization
with many new members. It
took a certai amount of
timefor persons to get their
feet on the ground and learn
their functions.

“The- Republican caucus,
in my experience, is com-
posed of individuals who are
devoted to the good of Qak-
laid County. One thing the
year has shown is that demo-
cracy in action sometimes is
slow in getting things going.”

There were many issues
the Republican majority on

'WILBUR BROTHERTON

vice to persons not taken
care of in the past, such as
the blind. Farmington Li-
brary will be one of the
branches to add services for
the blind. We will also pro-
vide library service to jail in-
mates and are considering
changes in the hotline pro-
gram run by Oakland Uni-
versity for persons who want
reference materials from the
Kresge Library.™

This year, the board is con-
ducting  information studies
on the manner in which Oak-
land County government is

- functioning, Brotherton adds.

the board was divided.-on;
Brotherton adds, and this
meant legislating would take
longer than if they all fell in
line.

“But there are a number
of accomplishments commis-
sioners can be proud-of, pos-
sibly the major one being es-
tablishment of an Oakland
County Library Board.

“Other boards had been
unsuccessful in this area, but
we were able to establish a
library board which enables
us to do important things in
the future.

“We can give library ser-

An important study topic he -

cited is the Qakland County
Health Dept. which might re-
sut in modemi proce-
dures, reduced work posi-
tions by about three persons,
and improved service.

Expanded health service
could include - educational
programs in the school con-
ducted by the heaith depart-
ment, Brotherton added.

A major step taken was
when commissioners recently
approved the position of an
QOakland County executive,
says Brotherton, who added
that the appointment will
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n Year In Government .,

probably go to Daniel Mur-
phy, chairman of the board
of suditors.

““We hope to give him new
authority and make him re-
sponsible for operating the
line departments of the coun-
ty, excluding those headed
by elected officers such as
the sheriff and prosecutor.
.“This will give us the op-
portunity to see if a county
manager form of govern-
ment can be effective. Mur-
phy has done a great job,
and he was appointed by the
previous board which was
controlled by the Democrats.
Apparently, Democrats then

so I don’t see this as a politi-
cal appointment in the parti-
san sense.

“The majority of Republi-
cans favored- an appointed
rather than elected adminis-
trator to select a manager on
the basis of his background
and skills rather than his
ability to garner votes. This
was a major difference we
had with the Democrats, who
wanted an elected adminis-
trator.”

Brotherton, former mayor

of the City of Farmington,
said another area of progress
has been that the county has
received quite a bit of state
funding for drug abuse pre-
vention programs. Some of
these funds will be allocated
to the county mental health
board, he added, but others
will go m local programs to
administe
He a:lded that Ozakland
County has been designated
as manpower agent for the
federal government and has
received a §75,000 planning
grant to develop a program
which could eventually be
funded with $1 million in fed-
eral funds.
This effort will be an at-
tempt to place all manpower
agencies under one umbrella,
he said, and improve service
as well as avoid over-lapping
and duplications.

These programs will in-
clude job skill training, ben-
efits for senior citizens and
youth, minorities who have
trouble finding work because
of language barriers, older
displaced workers, and possi-
bly a public employment pro-
gram

Another ares, still In the
formative stage, Is the Oak-
land County Hospital. Broth-

oy
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erton that Demo-
crats once wanted to close
the hospital and then decided
to relocate it Republicans
have come up with new in-
formation from the state, he
added, and are considering
building a nursing home type
faclity.

“There is a surplus of hos-
pital beds in the metropolitan
Detroit area, and the state
doesnt want expansion- of
hospital beds. We feel it will
be better to build a new
building, with a nursing
home type service, to pro-
vide the kind of service now
given by the county hospital.

“It is possible to provide a

higher level of care than is
found in the typical nursing
home without building a full
hospital. We have had some
excellent mental and physic-
al therapy programs in the
county hospital which can be
transferred very nicely to a’
nursing home setting.
“It looks like the cost fig-
ures will allow us to move
ahead with a new facility
which will be more econom-
ical and provide the service
which meets the real needs
of the community.”

Brotherton cited progress
made in negotiations with the
state for more equitable for-
mulas on determing state
equalized valuation (SEV)
for property taxes. Legisla-
tion has been introduced, at
the urging of the board of
which .will

allow cities and townships to
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CHRISTIMAS DECORATIONS were the subject of a do-it-yourself
course led by Farmington teachers recently after school. Robert Ben-
iamin instructs Carolyn Hall in the art of making a paper snowflake.
(Evert photo)} .
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