Rev. Lester Kirisolving's

Religion Update

Just five years ago, Pope
Paul VI issued his ex-
plosively controversial anti -
contraceptive encyclical
“Humanae Vitae.”

Primarily on the basis of
the immediale denunciation
of this encyclical by some
800 U.S. Catholic theologians
{not to mention what has
been shown. as a massive
disregard for it by most U.S.
laity), this column made a
prediction. 1 suggested that
within one decade the stalus
of the papacy might well di-
minish to the same kind of
powerless respect held by
Elizabeth II in Australia.

The key to the real ;;ower

of the papacy is the right to.

appoint all bishops. And in
view of reported clergy re-
bellions in the Dioceses of
Fribourg (Switzerland) and
Bocatucu (Brazil), it seemed
as if Catholic laity world -
wide might be in the process
of insisting upon the right to
local election of their bish-
ops. )
Papal investiture in both
cases seems to have weath-

ered the storm, and the holy
father appears to have re-
tained this key ‘to inter-
national ecclesiastical power,

But another problem has
arisen. The bishops them-
sclves have begun, politely
but quite definitely, to defy
the pope on birth control.

The Catholic bishops of
Mexico, for example, re-
cently issued a public state-
ment which should provide
considerable moral relief to
devout Catholics -- even as it
raised eyebrows and fevers
inthe Vatican:

“This decision of husband
and wife — to have another
child or not — implies the
right and responsibility to de-
cide upon the means. The de-
cision they take regarding
the means, following with
sincerity the dictates of
their conscience, must leave
them with peace of mind,
sinte they.have no reason to
feel that they are, drifting
apart from divine friend-
ship.”

The Catholic bishops of In-
donesia have further stated:
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‘Catholic- medical  in-
stitutions do not perform evil
if they responsibly advise
and aid the requests of par-
ents who -desire to avoid a
new pregnancy by employing
other methods than-total or
Jperiodical - sexual-  absti-
nence.”

The daring of these groups
of bishops may well have
been inspired by one of their
fellow -prelates who dared to
speak out oo this supject a
year before the pope’s ency-
clical.

The Most Rev. Thomas
Roberts, retired archbishop
of Bombay, has charged that
the arguments for **Humanae
Vitae™ were ‘‘quite uncon-
vincing,"” and a form of what
he «called “papal funda-
mentalism.” He continued to
say: “The pope would lose
credibility if he permitted
what other popes did not.””

A year before the encyclic-
al, Archbishop Roberts told a
Cambridge University Catho-
lic audience that individual
conscience should dictate a
Catholic’s conduct regarding
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contraception, as' well as
celibacy and abortion, '
The university's acting

Catholic chaplain, a rash fel-
low Jesuit named Joseph
Christie, actually disrupted
the archbishop's lecture, be-
cause, in his words:

“The  archbishop  was

. preaching heresy under my

roof, and I wasn't going to
stand for it!"™

This reaction and the arch-
bishop's trenchant response
was heard around the world
by Catholics who noted that
Raberts was head of his peer
in both ecclesiastical rank
and his ability to reason.

Hence for most Catholics,
it seems that the pontiff’s de-

mumnciation of contraception,

on the grounds that it is arti-
ficial is regarded with all the
énthusiasm of an encyclical
condemning ar!lhcial respl-
ration.

This opposition includes the :

inventor of *“the pill,” Dr.
John Rock, a Catholic, who
recently predicted that the
next Pope will approve of
both birth control and abor-
tion.
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BARBARA KNAPP, secretary at North
Congregational Church, arranged the mitten
tree that stands in the church foyer, awalting
more decorations as they come in from the
church’s Women's Assn. “Taeke the picture
now,” she said, “Iin another week .it will be so
covered you won't be able to see the tree.”
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