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Better Pet Control thges On Thetr Owners

f: EDITOR'S NOTE: Our ani-
‘mal populstion s soaring

‘four timas-es fast as the hu- -

-man population, and excess
‘animals are “put to sleep” by
“the thousands. Tfis, the last
of four’ mrticles, suggests
what good citizens can do
‘about . The writer Is a
.homemaker, graduate stu-
dent at Wayne State Univer-
sity, and. journalism Intern.

biting children — and often

they end up on our streets.”
They ‘also end up in our
shelters, our. crematoriums;
they get hit by our cars,
starve and freeze to death.
Veterinarians, animal .con-
trol officers and perhaps you
have all seen cars pull up to
a curb, foss out an animal,
young or adult, and then
- /

speed away. . There' is Im.le
recourse, ‘even if’ you jot

down the license nurber and-

notify the proper authorities,
It's almost impossible ~ to
prove, and usually the case
gets thrown out of court.

.

Some *of the possible sofu-
tion3 to the multiple prob--

lems of animal -population
control, according to the ar-

ficle in Modern - ‘eterinnry
Practice; by Don Mahan, iz-
clude’

*The develupment of non-

surg'lcal contraceptives for,

animals. .

sHigher license fees for in-
tact animals (which Detroit
has just started).

eMore "~ stringent leash
laws, . -

Public education on pet
ownership responisibilities.
*Humane. euthanasia. of
surplus animals.

Dr. Richardson, who feels
spay clinies are a financial
burden on the non-petowning
taxpayer, would like to see
existing leash laws more con-
scientiouslv enforced.

He-{eels that the greatest
hope foPsolving some of the’
problems lies in- educating

Jthe” public on the true situ-

ation and.on -the responsi-
bilities of owning a pet,

Péts must be innoculated,
should be spayed. or nen-
tered, and need medical care
perfodically. All hat - costs
money. ““There is no need to

llmll pet ownership to the
very wealthy,” Dr. Richard-
son says; “but people should

" be able to afford a pet.”

If you are having trouble

. meeting the bills and putting

groceries ‘on ‘the table, it
might be a- good: rule of

* thumb to- wait until you are

more financially secure to
get that little puppy or kitten

that you saw in the pet shup
the other day.

They are. not Loys to be
thrown -away when -people
tire of them. Rather, they
are living creatures - whose
behavior, welfare; ‘reproduc-
tive habits ‘and_gobd health
become the’ responsibility of

the people who uke them in-
side their homes. .
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By JOAN WEAVER
Special Writer

- If something like 45 per
‘cent of the 122,000 families in
Observerland have pets —
- 1f more than half are dogs
and the rest mostly cats ~

If, as authorities say, %0
per cent of all dog owners
dutifully get annual licenses
for their pets —

Then why do 18,000 ani-

- mals end up each year in
area-animal shelters? ~

And why are’ more than
12,000 . of those
sleep?"

Many veterinarians and
animal _ control
blame ' Detroit. They say
_thousands of animals are
simply dumped out in the

suburbs by Detroiters and

others wander across bound-
aries from Détroit. -
. An‘estimated 100,000 strays
voam the streets of Detroit,
end as with other big. city
_problems, the suburbs re—
ceive the overflow. .

Farmington  veterinarian
John Richardson says:

“The thousands. of dogs in
the inner city don't bélong to,
anybody. They go home for a
meal, then roam the streets,
defecating on sidewalks, tip-
ping over garbage cans and

Cycling To Get
State Attention
In Panel Talks

lANSING

" Joseph Seavey, Michigan-

‘Department of Natural Re-
sources” Recreation Services
‘Division chief, will moderate
‘a panel discussion entitled
“Bikeways, Their Planmng
Design and Opetation,” at a
Jan. 8 bicyeling symposium
at the Olds Plaza Hotel in
Lansing.
. Those attending the sym-
posium will listen to and par-
ticipate in a number of bi-
cyclingrelated  discussions
featuring up-to-date informa-
“tion on various aspects of bi-
cycling, all intended to stim-
ulate a positive interchange
‘of ideas and promote cooper-
-ation - and  coordination
cycling” enthusiasts
Tand public and private recre-
.-ation agencies.

-%  Attending will be represen-
Utatives from Ohio, Hlinois,
::Indiana, Minnesota, Wiscon-
;-sin and Michigan; including
~.gavernment - officials . of
J-varying - responsibilities and
*-members of bicycling organi-
-7 zations.
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Exira care inengineering...it makes abig difference in small cars.
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THE SMALL CAR

You can buy a Volkswagen
You can buy a Chevrolet Nova

You can buy a Ford Maverick

You canbuy a Chevrolethega .
You can buy a Ford Pinto

You can buy a small car that
doesn’t offer Electronic
Ignition standard'
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you can buy a small car
that can beat it on gas

you'can buy a smaII car that’s prlced
_Iess than VW’s most popular model*

you can buy a small car withup to
20 inches more total hiproom.

~you can buy a small car with two-
to-three times more trunk space.

you can buy a s’mall car with
Electronic Ignition standard that can
.save you up to $62 on recom-
mended ignition maintenance in
the first 24,000 miles alone!

The answer is a small car

at your Chrysler-Plymouth and Dodge Dealer’s.

(And you can drzve one home today.)

DODGE DART
SWINGER SPECIAL

torens’ supgested retall prices. yictud:

PLYMOUTH
DUSTER

SEE ALL me DARTS AT YOUR E2XZ DEALER,

W
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CHRYSLER

CORPORATION
' DODGE + CHRYSLER + PLYMOUTH « DODGE TRUCKS |

you can buy a small car that S
_seats an extra person or two.
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