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Humldlfler Is A Pet s Best Friend Plant Of The Week

Your lhx‘oat is parched the
fumniture - is'_creaking, -the
‘plant’s wﬂtmg. the piano is
out of tune.-and the wallpa-
per is curling.

Worse yet, the cat is about

to haul off -and give you a .

swat inthe ankle.

If you think the static elec-
tricity " that charges your
-dried-out winter home is bad.
just look at it from the cat’s
point of view.

Everytime someone reach-
es down to give him a loving
pat on the head - zap!

‘WatchThat Faucet’

'So what does be kmow or
care from static electricity?.
He just knows that he is.on
the receiving end of an’al-
most constant - barrage- of

mps. -
_And if it doesn't stop, some
human is in line for some
shocking feline retribution.
As a'matter of practicality,
the state of a cat or dog's

coat {and disposition) may

give the pet owner best

and most urgent indication of

the need for a portable home
ier.

Is Good Advice

Home comfort experts ex-
plain that static electricity is
one of the: most common
problems  associated with
dried-out winter air.

In the case of the cat, he
becomes a conductor for the
-static electricity when you
touch him. Just as you be-
come a conductor when you
simply walk’ across a carpet-
ed' floor and touch a
grounded metal object, such
as alamp.

If and when this happens,
you (and your pet) are
among the millions who

could benefit from a portable
humidifier which adds mosi-
ture to the air in your home
efficiently and automatically.

The portable units, for ex-

ample humidify. up to 3,000

square feet of living area.
With the relative humidity

corrected to more comfort-

able levels, other household

and pet problems will be re:
uced. N

When the shock of static’

electricity is- gone, , daily
grooming sessions with the
cat will no longer be trauma
time, His hair will no longer
“follow the comb” and stand
straight dp in the air ater
brushing. .
And with static electricity
gone, long - haired cats and

dogs will no longer -sound
like walking cereal boxes as
they glide, snapping and
crackling, across the rug.

A pe(s dry skin conditign

will no longer be aggravated.
In, environment
flakmg scalp can be quite a
problem, especially for fur
folk whose. “scalp” goes
from nose to toes.

Not all advantages accrue
to the cat or dog.

Pet owners _dispositions
have’ ‘been noticeably im-
proved with the addition of
an automatic humidifier. For
with  heightened humidity,
cat and dog hair become im-
measurably easier to pick
up. .

In a dried - out house, it
may seem that faithful Fido
is shedding emough to outfit
another German shepherd.
But _ that's just < because
you're trying to pick .up the

same dust and pet hair day * Dieffenbachia picta,
after day. called Dumbcane, is a

Hair and dust particles 80 sturdy, thick~ - stemmed
wafting through?the arid air 'plant. with large, oblong,
anly to land on the same pointed glabrous leaves, say
floor, table or chair before’ Michigan State University
you've pyt away the cloth, horticulturists,

But with the added mois-+
ture from’a portable humidi-
fier, Fido is.out of the dog
house and dust, hair and dirt
are gone.

Experts point out that in a
too-dry home pets suffer just
as much as humans from the
discomfiture of dried out nas-
al passages.

But with a portable humi-
difier restoring needed mosi-
ture to the home  atmos-
phere, pets as well as hu-
mans can breathe easier.

DIEFFENBACHIA PICTA
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The leaves are deep green
marked with cream - white
bands and blotches along the
lateral veins.

Subdued to fairly bright
light is needed for best
growth. For mere mainte-
nance of these plants light in-
tensity may be lower. A
place near an east window is
ideal. A-southern exposure
must Be lightly shaded from
direct sun.

Loamy garden soil with %3
part peat or humus and '
part perlite or vermiculite is
desirable. Keep the soil mod-
erately moist. Dieffenbachia ,
are heavy feeders. Apply a |
complete plant food once & :
month.
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