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Community groups pledg-
ing support include Sacreds
Heart Byzantine Church in
Livonia, the Ford Motor
Girls Club, Daughters of Isa-
bella in Farmington, Salem
United Church of Christ in
Farmington, Saunders candy
company, Girl Scouts neigh-
- borhood 70 of northwest Det-
roit, Xi Beta Chi sorority
downriver and Ironworkers
Local 25. .

Highway Dl‘.lYlllg Peril

Motorists are expected to
stay close” to home this
Thanksgiving weekend - and
close to danger - since sta-
tistics show that about 75 per
cent of holiday deaths occur
within 25 miles of the vic-
tim’s residence, according 10
Automobile Club of Mich-

igan.

*“Since Thanksgiving is tra-
ditionally the time for short
trips to see family and
friends, it is potentially the
most lethal of all holiday pe-
riods,” - said Fred Rehm,
Auto Club general manager.

He noted that although mo-
torists travel about 50 per
cent fewer miles over the
102-hour Thanksgiving ho-
liday period than on major
summer holiday weekends,
traffic deaths usually are as
high or even higher than
summer holiday totals.

“This trend appears to be
caused by the fact that most
motorists are driving pear
their homes and tend to be
less alert and more careless
in familiar surroundings,”
Rehm said.

Twenty-nine persons were

killed on Michigan roads last

Thanksgiving weekend as
compared to the 1973 state
count of 26 traffic fatalities
over Memorial Day weekend,
13 during the July 4th period
and 27 over Labor Day week-
end.

“We urge all motorists
traveling during the Thanks-
giving weekend ~ especially
those who will be near home
~ to drive with extra caution
and to avoid overindulging in
aleohol,” said Rehm.

‘The Thanksgiving weekend
officially begins at 6 p.m.
today (Wednesday).and ends
at midnight Sunday.

A round trip of 200 miles
should be the maxmum
one-day travel distance for
any motorists. If a motorist
starts at 8 aum. and allows
four hours to drive 200 miles
romd trip by freeway, he
can spend. five hours at his
destination and still be home
by dark. On non-freeway
roads, the same 200 miles
takes between five and six
hours.

Motorists driving through
downtown Detroit on Thanks-
giving Day should time their

trips o avold fraffic from
two scheduled events.

The J.L. Hudson Parade,
which starts at 8:20 a.m. on
Thanksgiving Day and ends
about 45 minutes later, is ex-
pected to draw more than

to Wood-
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Serum{

,000
ward Avenue. Large crowds

also will turn out for the Det- -

roit Lions - Washington Red-
skins football game, which
begins at 12:15p.m. -

Travelers planning/trips by
air will find most flights to
Florida and New York Gty
already fi Space still re-
mains on/Tlights to the Carib-
bean and southwest U.S., but
resort accommodations are
reported as booked solid in
the Las Vegas, San Diego
and Tuscon areas.

1f weather permits, several
Michigan ski resorts. will be
open with limited facilities
by Thanksgiving. Skiers
should call ahead to a resort
before making a trip, how-
ever. The resorts expected to
be in upmunn include:

East  Michigan
Maria, near Spruce.

Southeast Michigan - Pine
Knob, near Cl'arksl‘on.
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