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Transit Needed Between Suburbs

N

By Philip H. Power
Publisher

Ever since the energy crisis came upon us,

lot

of people have been suggesting that it might well be
the spur that at last forces some movement in this
area’s Jong-stalled mass transit system.

‘The argument is slmpIeA

Gasoline will either be rationed or more heavﬂy
taxed {up to a dollar a gallon, some say) than

presently. At that peint, private cars will either be

too much hassle or too expensive for most folks. So
people will be forced to use public transport more
than they are now (an estimaled average of 3.5 per

The money is avaxlable.lo help pubhc transit sys-
tems, both from federal matching grants and from
the new Michigan gas tax, which is presently bring-
ing in something like $22 million per year for mass

transit.

: cznt of daily trips in this area are by public trans-

- HOWEVER BRIGHT, the outlook isn't all that®
good for pubhc transit benefiting very many peop!e

who live here in the northwest suburbs.
First problem is that public transit has been neg~
lected for so long that only very little can be done to

improve it in the short run.

. “It takes a long time to upgrade transportation,”

N according to Thomas Lipscomb, head of the South-

' eastern Michigan Transportation Authority. Mve're
now involved in too little too late.”

F uel Crisis
Being Felt --
‘With Benefits

i As I attended and spoke at
i “earth day” sessions, begin-
‘mng three years ago, we
talked in termis of major
cnses in some distant dec-

. Although we could see pol-
‘lution problems as imme-
- diate; we taiked of an implo-
“sion of resources and a decl-
“ining- gross national product
as something we should
+spare our children or grand-
" children.
' We didn't think an energy
+erisis would hit us this fast.
Last summer, when gaso-
line prices moved over the
;40-cent mark, there was
' some decline in tourist travel
“to Michigan’s northland. 1
"suspect much of the decline
was due more to the miser-
able weather of spring and
the first part of summer (h}n
to gasoline prices. And that'

ikckey of the ' car Mdustry, «

. the Auto Club, kept telling us
:there was plenty of fuel
+ = just fill up in daylight.
« In the last two weeks, how-
. ever, we’'ve begun to get a
* taste of the way we may be
:living in the 21st century.
" The change has begun and is
{ already noticeable.
Despnte some guilt feel-
ings, 1 drove to the wood-
-Iands of Livingston County
Ifor a little relaxation, Satur-
* day. Traffic was much slow-
- er than usual on 1-96. In the
“past, a car going 60 on that
stretch would be passed by
. three-fourths of the other ve-
+ hicles.
r  Last Saturday, a speed of
760 allowed one to pass
Atwmhxrds of the other ve-
~ hicles. People are really
; starting to observe a 50 mph
N speed {imit voluntarily.

.

Wood dealers are getting
swamped with calls from
suburbanites with fireplaces.
Folks are turning down the
thermostat but warming the
family room with a fire. Our
homes are taking on the
atmosphere of English cot-
tages in the novels. It's
really rather nice.

Girl watching at the office
is tougher. Mini-skirts, short
sleeves and low necklines are
being replaced by turtlenecks
and pantsuits. We Scorpios,
in particular, are no longer
so easily distracted, and 1
expect our work output to in-
crease.

Big car trade-in prices are
reportedly taking a dive. It
couldn’t have happened to a
more deserving bunch of mo-
torists. For years, humorists
mocked and later environ-
mentalists viewed with hor-
ror the propensity of Ameri-
cans to purchase
gas-guzzling dinosaurs. It's
gratifying to see:the dinosaur
Jockeys get it in the pocketr

Stores are reducing their
Christmas  decoration and
lighting. For years, certain
ruthless merchants have
scandalized Christians by
putting up decorations and
lights anytime after Hallow-
een and taking them down on
Christmas Eve.

Any theologian will tell
you, however, that this is the
solemn season of Advent and
that the Christmas season
begins Dec. 25 and ends 12
days later. The fuel crisis
will have the effect of toning
down our commercial dese-
cration of a holy season.

The fuel crisis is doing us a
lot of good.

For example, there are now only atound 1,000
buses operating in the metropolitan area, each with
a capacity of around 50 people, These buses cannot
themselves take up the added demand. SEMTA has
been trying to buy more buses, but federal money
for maichmg grants has not yet arrived.

Another example involves the most likely
long-range mass transit system: rail. But since so

little has been done up to

now, it will take a long

time for any effective rail system to be put in oper-,
ation, even if construction is started soon. Lipscomb
estimates the first train would not be running until
1980 and an effective system would not be operating

until 1990

e

SECOND PROBLEM affecting people living in
this area is that the assumption of the mass transit
people is that such a system will be used to get
peﬂple back and forth from the suburbs to the inner

city. §

‘That's the proposition which is motivating efforts

to find more rail cars for the Grand Trunk commu-
. ter trains running from Pontiac to Detroit and to run
a study on a commuter rail line from Ann Arbor, but

it doesn't help families in Livonia or Farmington or
Redford Township or Southfield.

This assumption of old

as bedroom communities for the inner city is simply
out of date. In recent years more and more in-
dustries have built new plants in the suburbs instead
of in Detroit, and people living in the suburbs more
and more are driving to work in another suburb in-
stead of downtown. Shopping patterns are similar;
most folks here shop in local shopping centers or
stores rather than downtown.

Although I don't have any.of the fancy figures
the staisticians have, I suspect that right now as
much transportation need exists within and between
indivisual suburbs as does from the suburbs to down-

town Detroit.

It would be a tragic waste of money if in the
crisis situation we now face, transit planners went
forward in a rush on the unrealisitic assumption that
mass transit means transportatior, from the suburbs

to Detroit.

What is needed instead is a mass transit system
that runs within the suburbs, too, and thereby meets
{he real needs of people rather than the assumptions

of planners.

fashioned suburbs acting

Suburbs Like Women’s Lib

Women’s libkrase to its
highest heights in what we
refer to as Observerland with
the ‘“election of Beverly
MeAninch to the position of
mayor of the Oity of
Plymouth.

One might point out that a
Plymouth mayor is in effect
an_ honorary title since the
posL is filled by vote of the
city commission immediately
after the election of new
members to that board.

That the designation of
mayor only means the one
elected serves as chairman
of the commission and repre-
sents the city as its official
representative in greeting
guests of high ranking,
serves as official host aod is
the one usually selected for
participation  in und
breaking ceremonies and the

like.

The fact remains, that
even under the strong city
manager plan in Plymouth,
the mayor is the highest
ranking officer in the admin-
istration and as such is look-
ed up to as the one individua!
that has more responsibility
than any other in policy

making.
That’s why the selection of
Mrs. MeAnich

tant to women \sn the area.
For the first time in more
than 25 years they have a
member of the distaff slde

so impor-

perhaps better than, their
male counterparts.

As examples, there are
Southfield's Jean McDonnell
and Farmington Hills' Mar-
garet Schaeffer, who has
served on both the old town-
ship board and Michigan's
newest city council.

Mrs. Jane .Moehle, of
Plymouth, was a highly re-
spected trustee at School-

craft College for years,
serving in the formative
years when the college

needed guidance of the high-
est type. She played a major
role in developing many of
the policies that have made
Schoolcraft one of the fastest
growing community colleges
in the midwest.

Mrs. Esther Hulsing, of
Plymouth, and Mrs. Gerry
Joyner, of Livonia, had ma-
jor parts in the development
of their respective school
systems.

Mrs. Hulsing, generally
considered one of the most
outstanding trustees of the
Plymouth system, was one of
the members with most ser-
vice in the area when she fi-
nally retired two years ago.
She had held the board to-
gether in many trying situ-

ations and ‘her friends tried
in vain to get her to run for
another term but she decided
she had given enough time to
the system and wanted to en-

. joy her grandchildren.

Mrs. Joyner and Mrs. Con-
nie Hierta, as members of
the Livonia board, have sur-
vived some of the most hec-
tic periods of any school sys-
tem around and stili came
out with flying colors.

Mrs. Joyner, in particular,
has been an. officer of the
board for more years than
she cares to mention and still
manages to carry on as a
mother and housewife.

Mrs. Mary Dumas, of Li-
vonia, was a member of the
Schoolcraft College Board for
a period and then was elect-
ed to the more important
post of Wayné County com-
missioner representing Li-
vonia. She has made herself
well-known on that board,
speaking up for her district
in all matters pertaining to
this section of the county.

Thus it isnt unusual for
women to serve on many of
the important governing bod-
ies in their communities but
the selection of Mrs.

heading g
Plymouth, and now that the
ground has .been broken,
they hope to make similar
advances in other commu-
nities of the seven in the Ob-

ser':ryNewspapers cireula-
tion-are:

Women have served on
school boards in Farmington,
Southfield, Garden City,
Plymouth, Redford Town-
ship, Livonia and Wayne -
Westland with honor in the
past several years and there
are instances where jhey
have been members of city
councils and city commis-
sions. .

In each instance they have
performed just as well, and
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McAninch as mayor is a new
high point.

Out Garden City v«ay. folks
are still talking about the
campaign waged by Mrs.
Mary Markowicz in the may-
oralty race. Mrs. Markowicz
had the electors wondenng if
that ecity might have'its first
feminine top executive. It
was a grim battle all the
way before she finally lost,
but you can bet that Garden
City will hear more from her
in the future.

And don't forget that
Southfield, Farmington and
Redford Township are repre-
sented in Congress by the
venerable Martha Griffiths.

Women’s lib is with us and
we can expect more and
more gals entering the politi-
cal races in the future. We're
wondering how long it will be
before Livonia has its first
woman mayor or when Red-
ford Township and Plymouth
Township will be governed
by a female supervisor.

Want to make a wager of a
bob or two right now that it
could happen in another elec-
tion or two?

How To Cétch Yourself

An Exotic Disease

Do you know any
card-carrying members of
the “Disease of the Month™
club? I met the president
and vice president the other
day. .
It was in the waiting room
at the hospital where I was
busy clutching the back
strings of my jazzy White
gown in preparation for an
X ray. Two ladies sitting next
to me were excitedly dis-
cussing their ailments with
up-to-the minute  news
flashes, Here's how it went.

Lady No. 1: “I've just read
the most marvelous article
on headaches. It really gives
you all the dope.”

Lady No. 2 with eyes
gleaming: “‘Oooh, can I read
it? You see I get these awful
headaches over the right eye.
T've been to 10 doctors and
they can't diagrose it."

o

Lady No. 1: “You think
you have troubles. 1 am a
border-line diabetic and I
have low blood sugar.”

Lady No. 2, scoffing, “Bor-
derline, you say. I am a gen-
uine diabetic and also have a
touch of anemia. By the way,
have you read ‘Low Blood
Sugar and the Married Wom-
an?' It's a thriller.”

Lady No. 1:-%] haven't
read that one but must put it
on my list. I loved
Heartbreak of Psoriasis.’ It's
a four handkerchief book."™

Lady No. 2: “Did I tell you
my doctor discovered a heart
murmur? He says it's just a
little murmur, but I know
better. When I run up and
down the stairs, I can't catch
my breath.”

Lady No. 1: “I haven’t told
you about my gall bladder
operation. The doctor said, in
all his years of practice, he's
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Will certain politicians in
Macomb County please re-
turn to the United States of
Ameriea?

State Sen. John Bowman,
Prosecutor George Parris
and Drain Commissioner
Thomas Welsh have publicly
urged former Detroit Mayor
Jerome P. Cavanagh to nm
for ‘governor in 1974, Their

begins:

=Sense And Nonsense

“We are cmzens of Ma-
comb County

No they're not. Only a na-
tion has citizens. States,
counties and municipalities
have residents.

Tlus is probably the first
year-in our nation's history
that a lump of coal will be a
welcome addition in any

" Christmas stocking.

“The -

never seen a gall bladder

that size or color. He might
even write a paper on it and
1 want a copy to frame.”

Lady No. 2: “I bet, you
never had your varicose
veins operated on. Let me
tell you, you don’t know what
real suffering is.”

Lady No. 1:_“What do you
mean 1 don} know what suf-
fering is? HOw about my kid-
ney stone, my goiter and the
lump on my third toe? Be-
lieve me, I've been through a
lot. The only thing my hus-
band ever had was a nervous
breakdown and he blames it
dnme.”

Lady No. 2: “I know what
you mean, dear. My husband
won't even take off work to
drive me to the doctor. He
says he'd have to ‘retire
first.”

Lady No. 1: “What do men
know about pain and sick-

ness. I was in labor three
days with my last baby. It
was a breech birth and I al-
most lost him.”

Lady No. 2: “It was touch
and go with me. I got the
feeling if my husband had to
make a choice, he'd want to
save the baby.”

I had felt pre((y good when
I came in. But waiting for
my x ray 1 was sure I had
diabetes, heart murmur,
varicose veins, psoriasis, gall
bladder, low blood sugar and
a few other ailments the
ladies overlooked.

And they think they've got
problems.

CURRENT ALTERNATNE g
TO SUGURBAN TRANSIT

READ ERS’ FORUM

Please type {or write clearly) and timit letters

to 300 words.

® Letters must be signed, with the writer's
address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-
er's request and for good cause.

® The editor reserves the right to reject un-

suitable letters,

Everyone Should

Help Save Fuel

,EDITOR:

The president of the United
States just finished his ad-
dress to the U.S. regarding
our present fuel shortage.
His speech really hit home to
me, as I have been worried
about this since our gas
prices began to rise.

What troubles me is that a
lot of people either didn't
hear his speech or when they
did said, “Later . . I'm
worried that most peop]e
won't start budgeting them-
selves until we are at an
emergency leve].

1 assume some people will
heed his words and form car
pools, cut their speeds and
unnecessary long trips. But
will the major companies?

President Nixon called his

proposal “Project Indepen-
dence” with the goal of not
baving to depend -on other
countries for our fuel.
would pnz(er “Project Ev-
eryone.”

He said we consume 30 pe
. cent of the fuel in the world.
One of his suggestions was
“fair system of taxation,”
which is unclear. Does he

= Why so many

N
mean the more wealth, the
more you're entitled fo?

This is my personal plea to
start " cutting down all the
way around, everyone. To
earn money to pay for what
you need to live, you've got
to be able to get to work and
stay warm. Double up on
rides. .

Housewives, use less light;
during the day. you don't
need it. Conserve fuel; space,
energy, water, air. We
haven't got much time left
on this earth, and I dont
want to be so greedy that [
deprive my sons of their
rightful future.

Three questions for three
organizations:

1. Detroit Edison ~ why
such large watt lightbulbs?

2. Oakland Community Col-
lege, Orchard Riqge campus

ights burn-

ing constantly?

3. Smowmobilers, boaters,
motor home owners -- please

conserve; it's your future,
too. .
RAYNETTE SIELAFF
Westland

Catch Greedy, Not Needy

"df welfare reform
d

greedy.

Two points must be made:

First, had the critics both-
ered to read the welfare re-
port issued by the Oakland
County prosecutor’s office,
they would have discovered
this on the first page:

“We must be careful to
separate the attack on wel-
fare fraud and those who ab-
use the system from those
who are legitimately receiv-
mg public assistance and are,
in need of help. It is the"
s the greedy, it is

mismanagement, it is b
reaucratic waste which is the
subject of this attack.

“The needs of the legiti-
mate recipient are not to bé
overlooked, their plight is not
to be ignored, and their re-

Girls H%)ckey:

EDITOR:

This is a special thank you
to the 'Plymouth Hockey
Assn.  for letting my
eight-year-old daughter final-
ly participate in a sport. Af-
ter many a year of sitting at
the hockey rink watching two

brothers play hockey, she is’

in seventh heaven. in full
dress playing girls hockey.
As a mother who enjoys all

- v

ception of public assistance
ould not be at the forfeit-

a counter- ure of their self-respect.”

Secondly, the needy ARE
helped by welfare reform.
California, a state leading in
welfare reform, reported the
following statistics this year:
264,000 fewer people on wel-
fare (down 12 per cent over
two years): $l billion savéd
from apticipated welfate
spending;’ $852 million state
surplus; and most interesting
to note, a family of four” on
welfare which previously re-
ceived $255 a month (in-
cluding food stamps) now re-
ceives $315 a month plus
medical care, an increase to
those who are truly needy by
eliminating the dishonest and
the greedy.

Honest cnucxsm of our re-
port we welcome, deliberate
distortions we condemn.

L. BROOKS PATTERSON
Prosecuting Attomney
Oakland Courty

7th Heaven

kinds of sports, I have al-
ways. felt it quite a shame
there wasn't more sport ac-
tivities for the athletic girl.

1 understand that next
spring there is even a chance
the girls may be able to play
softball in a Little League
situation. Wonderful! We've
come a long way, baby. -

JO ANN OST-
Plymouth



