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Reflections

Winter came in with doubled fists like an unpre-
dictable ruffian éudgeling the city. Winter is gray
bleakness, icy - fingered trees like iridescent con-

fetti. snow powdered lawns and.a brown syringa " -
" bush that has lost its golden aplomb. -

The New.-Year should ‘come in Apnl gentle as a
‘voung girl. soft as the pmmlse of spring, wearing a
heady pegfume. dressed inshades of green.

New’ Year.is April Fools Day, three months
early. The world outside is the colorless color of dir-
ty brush drawmgs Insrdz of the house it is warm
and still.

I sit bere knitting. My husband is decldmg be-
tween the Orange Bowl the Cotton Bow! and the
Rosé Bowl on color TV, We: watch the blue-gold
flames dance in the fireplace. We don't make New
Year resolutions. The day is a time to reflect.

There aren't any little children in silver tins
hats playing *‘Happy New Year"‘ki,p_ our living room.
. ¥

There |snt any off -key tooting of resplendent horns

or cranking of noise - makers or dumping of bliz-

2ards of confef

Only.the r%ar of the football crowd reaches a

crescendo on the TV set. That and the lick, lick of
the flames.and the click, click of my knitting needles
“break the stillness.

. It is a day to reflect. The football commentitor
yells of fumbles and interceptions, I drgp a stitch. Is
that what life is all about? Or'is it about tonchdowns
and kriltting a fabric that is lasting and per{:ct” In

- the:infinite variety-of life, it is-a Little of both.

- I refiect upon the passing of timie as the snow
falls like soft popcorn. I think, “Youth is a memory,
soon,'” Regret a single moment and another moment
passes. Wish the moments away and another mo-

ment flees. Opportunity hastens by if you fail to’

cluteh it
1 think- about when the children were little and

the house“was filled with laughter, Old paths tha
+ lure seem smoother in rejrospect. But to avoid ney
- footsteps is like tap dancing in your stodking [eet lo
. the sound'®f orie hand clapping.

1 see nothing in the crackling flames to measire
our fate in‘'the new year. Will a
per chemistry? Wil the economists chart depres-
slo‘:l’l'] Wil (he gas tank run dry? Will the rivers rm‘z

“On Dec.
our‘friends and drank to a better year. We keep hop-
ing and time dbesn't blur the pattern of our dreams.
Auld Lang Syne befongs to yesterday.

Do you believe life i is. 2 game of chance and
cards are shuffled and dealt from unknown Sources?
You may not like your hand, but you like the game
and want to play. You may not wln, but ynu don’l
want to be counted out.

I put my knitting aside and walk into the kit-
chen. There stands our grandson's high chair and

* under it;a plastic ring from the toy pyramld he likes:
to build.

Soon’ oun teen- age Lisa will come bulstmg ll,‘{
with words colliding in their mad scramble to Spll]
out. The two older ones,will call. We have followed’
the growing footsteps of our children and watched
their young-hopes run high. But we-do not mourn our

war be fought by su-

L, as.always, we dlicked glasses with

A Salute To Unsung Heroes

isthe hme of the year
residents of Redford

iy

Fownship, Livonia, - Time has made a remark- we do know that n 36 The sad part of the snln-
lymomh, Garden City and able change as was demon- - hours one gould go mdst any- ation is that efforts of the
Nestland know they are strated during the recent where in western Wayne workers from the road cnm- «

Fiucky to have the services of
"the Wayne County Road
Commission_as well as the
individual Departments of
Public Works,
“Never were the crews of
gthe road commission more
,appreciated than during the
“recent showstorms . the
big orfe of Dec. 20 and 21 and
““those that followed during,
the past week.
It seems just a rew -years
. back that main roads were
hopelmsly blocked after a

ma]ur snovifall.and motorists

were lucky to get out gf their-
driveways, let alone ‘get to
- the. -major thoroughfares.
Then they discovered “‘the
roads were. still blocked and*
they had very little hope of
gettmg to “jobs if n meant a

drive of more man a block or
two.

heavy snowfall. If you were
lucky enough to make it out
of the drive and over the si-
deroads to. the main high-
ways, you could go on tg
work at most any plant in
Observerland or in the met-
ropolitan Detroit area.

1t waso't that the roads
had been _enurely cleared,
but the cmm!y crews had
done an excellent, job of get-
ting salt down'with the result-
that all major routes were
passable.

* That meant the workers
had started in the wee hours
of the morning to make

‘things reasonably safe and-

then continued with scrapers
to move the snow to the sides
while-still spreading salt. We
have rio idea n}vf many coh-

tinuous hours were spent in
making driving much safer,

County without woly.

Conlmumg the " excellent
work, the crews shifted their
scraping efforts to the side
roads in - such communities
as-Redford Township and Li-
vonia, givig motorists a big

- break for the Christmas ac-

tivities.
- Meanwhile, n those com-
munities which have their

“own public works depart-,

ments, crews were doing the
same thing. Especially was

this true in the city of

Plymouth where -the DPW
takes pride in getting streets
cleared\as rapidly as pos-
sible. *

This wasn't an exception
and Plymouth residents had
safe driving much “quicker
than any of the o(her com-

- heroes of Lhe highways

miinities in what we like t
call Observerland.

.

mission 'and the various
DPWs too often go unnoticed.
Folks take it for grapted that
the- streets will be cleared
quickly for the slmple reason

- that they were in prevlnus

snowstorms. *
Few if any consider the

* conditions the road crews

face and the long hours they
put in to get the job done.

We doff our hats to the
heroes of the storms. They
have to brave roads covered
“with deep snows, hidden icy
spots and risk théir own lives
to make things’ safer for we
ordiparydrivers.

The next time. we are hit
with heavy.-snows or sleeting
rains that make the driving
so bad, take a few seconds to .
offer thanks for the unsung

10 Thlngs ’74 Should Brmg

" Now is the time Tor all good polmcxans and pub-
lie officials to get those 1974 resolutions in writing
for the-new year.

- In case, our public leaders were late in dral’lmg
their resolutions, we have a few suggestions in which

. they.and their constituents will certainly benefit.

First, suburban offi¢ials and the Southeast Mich-

< tors should start ﬂunkmg of posmve alternatives to!

. cross - district school busing instead of wasting time;
tumu\g out form resolutions explaining why they are
opposed to the concept. *

Eighth, local school boards should recognize thal

* high\school girls, who make up about half of a
school's ‘enrollment, are getting the short end of the

_respected

own lost illusions.

w, 1 drink a toast to my husband who sits by
my side watching.the bowl games. And I take a Slp
for 1974, whatever it brings.

New Lawyers Get Challenge'
To Solve Today’s Dzsputes

As we near the mid- mark\clely in general to pay heed.
That

of the "70s, 2 decade which
has’ yet to gain the per-
manent identification” by
which historians will know it,
there continues to be in-
dications that if nothing else
this era of social turtnoil will
go down as one of significant
change. For- better or for

* worse it is too early to tell.

Not the ledst of the areas
under scrutiny is qur system
of eriminal justicefa subject
to which Wayne County Cir-
cuit Judge George E. Bowles
devoted ~considerable atten-
uon.durmg remarks welcom-
ing a recent new class of la-

.wyers into the State Bar.

Bowles is a Plymouth resi-
dent, who is among the most
jurists in Mich-
igan, a devoted student of
the law whose counsel com-

lawyer who looks
upon the law, principally, as
a money - making calling de-
means both the law and her-
self or himself,” .said the
judge as he.challenged the -
neophytes to give part of
their time and skill to the
profession itself-in keeping
with a canon of the Ameri-
can Bar Assocla!inn which -
states:

“‘Changes in human affairs
and imperfections in human
institutions make- necessary
constant “efforts to maintain
and improve our legal sys-
stem . . . They (lawyers)
should panicipate in propos-
ing and supporting legislation

- acterized

dmslnn to know “helher
public policy .is™ begetting
more breakdown or better
family life. In this venture,
the lawyer's skills would not
be enough. You would need
to wnrk with other pro(es-
siol

’mmmg to lhe cnminal
justice system, Bowles char-_,
it as an -area
“where debate’is swirling as
never before.” "~

There have been succes-
sive tides of public sentimest
for reform for more than a
century, he said, with the
setting .about the same -~

_riots and strikes by prison-

ers, followed by suppression
of lnsnrgents, lhe media‘

4 to improve the
syslem without regard to the
gerieral interests or degires
of clients.or former ctients.”

therapeutic  services,

n

inmates -

voluntary
and
through affirmation of pris-
oner rights. 1 :

“Both the approaches in-
volve . hypotheses not yet
fully tested iri thd crucible of.
proven expene jce. Ultima-
tely, much /will be “deter-
mined  in American  trial
courts.
" “Skilled lawyers employing
the tested. tools of advocacy,
searching cross gxamination
and expert opinion will help
to arrive at a solid residuum
that we call truth.

“Already in Wayne Circuit
Court we haveghad a number

of
time,

conrhlmns
shorter

of ‘historic confrontations - ° )

the Wayne .County jail case,

and lmnlly, hmad agreem:n\t\ the right to treatment in

Wmethmg must * be
one.”

mental'institution cases, and
the application of the prin-

: i fields of the law  “This timeit would appear ciple of informed consent in
it A) should step ~” athletic budget and correct the problem . .mands aftention throughowt Two fie

,‘f;;”ém,“ﬁ?}i." 2;“:: 2&22?(:! p(uslﬁirfll;u; Sand - or ~ Ninth, c%mrch leaders smﬁi concern themselvis the legal profeision. When he ;"ﬁ'ﬁ -Sﬂ!‘;‘l Bowles, mvm: that °"“"§de'§ ng;-,ges to o w\mgzﬂ g;@:zu;f:ge "

. 5 ople listen. undamen re-assessment cur,” con as he .

-train. commuter system going to discourage ‘people more with raising the splrltual levels of-their con. Pﬁﬁ Psvgm e revealed begawse  of in'adequate cled contrasting claims on - if you warm to AT

“deed support Gov.

from using their cars from getting to and from
work. :

ork. . . .
Second, elected officials should. by word and
William Miffliken's proposed
‘clean” politics bill. That bill requires full, public dis-
closure of campalgn financing and- tells voters who
have their hands in whose wallets.
Third, candidates in thé 1974 congressional,

.'state, and county elections should promise to mount
“clean fssue - oriented ca.mpangns instead of the “anti

- school busing, my-opponent is & hum
too many times in the past. ;

Fourth, the state legislature shd local governing
boards should move away, if not actually, abolish
the frequent executive sessions where public busi-

style seen

. EDITOR

stituents instead of just improving their social life
and patting them on the back for-perfect Sunday,
church attend3nce.

Tenth, all elected and civie leaders should work

harder for solutions to community problems instead -

of merely enunciating more clever variations of the
problems facing us. .
By L%ONARD POGER

two of his own gredest con-

cems in his ‘address to the
newly admitted lawyers, it
was" worth the time for' so-

| Many Klds Unwanted

ness is decided in private without the benefit of pub-

lie input into those igsues.

Fifth, suburban offidials should stop knocking the

Southeast Michigan Council*of Governmfents and re-

. gionial government while, at the same time, pleading
for more money from state and,federal agencies.

Sixth, the state legislature should make a mean-

. ingful effort to reform public school ﬁnancmg 50 that

local property t.

es aren't the pnrnary source o[

support for Michigab children.

Seventh, local -school officials and s;a!e legisla-

response “Don't
Aborl Offer Child Fér Adop-
tion™ lett?r by Verda Bv_

" nello.

The “Life” people are us-
ing the same tool, fear, guilt
and anxiety. Now it is Senate
Bill 221, “Comraceptive in-
formation in the schools.”
They. loudly and emotionally

. expressed their religious be-_

efs at the heanng in Lan-
sing; like Verda Boiello did.

Veneral disease, drug abuse,

problem pregnancies among’
the young are increasing.

The representatives -.in
Washington authorized $60.
million to study child abuse
‘because that battered child is
not only in the hospitals, he
is in the. mental institutions,
criminal and.divorce courts,”
\our schools and streets. Who

‘ﬁ

Y w

for that and
“what'to do are the reasons
for the research. ;

.to the Social Service Office.

Publlshed by Observer Newspapers Inc.

tarded or undesirable? What

standmg of one’s reproduc
tive abﬂlly and its control

will help to]prevent the un-:

wanted pregnancy and abor-
tion or adoption. Who can
know the degree in the evll .
of an" abortion or adoption »
but the mother who - knows
the pain and anguish of part-
ing, whether it is belore»or

“after birth?
We must concenlraie ourA<

Bullard Bi

efforts and work together to
prevent it. Permit those par-
ents who do not know how to
teach their children at home

-tive in Lansing and the ‘Com-

,READERS
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present knowledge or ques-
tionable praupposmons j are
family law and the criminal
justice system. |
“Through mrfzul( d:vorce
we have made it easy m ‘dis
vorce; but even hefore
t, and even more so-

peopl are happler aﬂer

whether the ease of
dissolutibn  finds _them! yn-
. ready, and whether the ‘besl
interests’ of - children | are

achieved through easier di-
voree,

“Theye are mary theorie
but no solid empirical dala to -
enable- the judiciary or its
arms, the friend of the-court
and the marriage qounsf[mg

gaté ‘female, politicians as

‘Ann Arbor Demnocrat, says
words like “‘person”. should
be substituted for-*“man’ in
some of our labor and mil
tary laws, and “chalrperson

whether a hard prison sys-
tem does or does not work to
society’s best advantage.

“The winds of change are
blowing in at least two very
different directions,” he cau-
tioned the new lawyers.
“These two approaches are
ona collision course.

“The one is the approach
of stréngthening ‘and improv-
ing correctional  manage-
ment. That is, re—enwrcing
the system.

“The second approagh is to
challenge ‘that system fron-

tally and to look toward its "

eventual abolition through re-

ducing the discretionary pow-

er of - correctional officials,
through improvements in the

body -and soul or spirit. In
that context, you can't sub-
stitute the word *'person” be-
cause a corporationis a per-

challenge. The field of family .
law and the" criminal “Justice
system would be the better
for your jojning the battle, a
battle that over your long ca-
reers would test the best in
you. both of heart and mind.
for the lawyer in action must,
be both brooding philosupher,
and skeptical pragmatist.”
Accepting Bowles as a
spokesman for one of ‘the *
greatest helping professions
- the law - his words may
be taken as a porlent. of the
future, of debate that will
continue’ betyveen fine minds
as our society does/in ac-
tualit
eliminate imperfections
human institutions.
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The problem both intrigues
and pains me. Margaret Mill-
er, who edits our Women’s --

ty. seek-to identify and .

ill Poses Problems
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