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Winter is about as exciting
—#s watching a commercial
for Preparation H. -

.. ‘The most scintillating thing
T've done lately is to.stay up
“until 2 a.m. to set the clock
ahead to 3 am. It could've
been more -fun than New
Years Eve except 1 loused it _
up.

1 forgot to’ sel the clock in
our daughter’s room. To tell

- the-truth, I.couldn't find it.
Did you ever try scrounging -
for somethlng at 2. in the
morhing buried urider a.hair
dryer, an official Girl Scout
Indian beadcraft outfit, 127

“Mad” magazines, an elec-
tric slide rule calculator, a
. Camp Maplehurst tee shirt
and a sleeping Collie weigh-
ing 85 pounds?

Our daughler has been
known to miss Sunday School
when we tell her she has a
cold. But this Sunday, half
the class failed to show up

because -they slept ‘through -

Daylight Savings Time.

The whole thing is mind
‘boggling. I'm not sure if I
should be exhausted because
I lost an hour’s sleep or an
hour of daylight.! Or did I
pick up an hour? No wonder
I flunked math, -

‘About tlme senwrs
‘get better programs

Senfor citizens have been
traditionally overlooked by
politicians when it comes to
providing important services.

The US. Congress usually
givesretireesan annual boost
in Social, Security benefits
but there are.more problems

< for the senior citizens than

just money.

On a local level, several
suburbs are'doing something

to see that persons over 60 as -

a group are more than anoth-
er faction to'solicit votes ev-
ery two years at elecuon
time.

Too many cities . restrict
senior citizens’ activities. to
“fun and games” programs
within the recreation depart-
ment and stop there.

‘It is a delight to see’that
several suburbs, with West-
land being the latest, are

providing important services
and programs more mearn-
ingful to older persons. who

“fention, and recognition i

like \u be called ‘*golden
agers.’

‘The director ui one subur-
ban program for the elderly
stressed that senior citizens'
needs aren't really much dif-
ferent from those in other
age groups. .

The seniors. need love, at-

addition to the daily requir
ments of income,
portation, housmg food, and
exercise.

The -only difference - be-
tween seniors and other age
groups is in degree of their
needs and the way of deliv-
ering needed serviges.

One suburban mayor said
that a major problem for otd-
er people is simply getting
good advice, a particular
pmblem for someone living *

alone.
'

He feels the senjor citi-
zens’

Oh well, whats the use of

*Take a long, lelsurely

wallowing ‘in’ the January ride up north on 2 Sunday af-

blahs? I've got to do some-
thing ‘to beat
* energy crisis blues.

moved. out of the recreation
center and “into the cornmu-
nity."”
Federal
show that senior citizens rep-
resent about 10 per cent of
the ndtion's population. It's
refreshing to know local offi-
cials are recognizing that im-
portant part of their commu-
. nities. :

Southfleld stlll doesn’t

HERE'S MY LIST of
things to do on a bleak, win-
ter day. .

#Drive around looking for
a station that sells gas at 42.9
cents a gallon until you run
outofgas. - - -

eDrive around locking for
a car wash, that still charges
99 cents to bathe your aute if
you fill up with gas. If that
gets boring, you can alw:
watch your car rust to death.

ternoon. That will also give
you something to do
urday. On Saturda;
to your favorite neighborhood
library and take out the
book, “The Gentle Art of
_Hitch-hiking."

*Wrap your hoose in plas-
tic to keep warm. It costs
only $5.60 to do it, but there
are two hitches. Number
one, there’s a shortage of
plastic. Number two, you
may freeze- to death. It's
tough getting Xn with the
s . front door wrappe
*Shoot  your washer and

those old

dxyer Dm may “be back m
style this year. If not, buy &
scrib

erptor. That will discourage’
browsers. Put a lock on your,
oven,.all you pot watchers. A
peek costs 25 degrees. Throw
*away the keys and eat out.

share fascinating . hobbies. |
Everybody out of the tub ancl'
figuring how many gallons

D\ line: Someone invented fro-
you go

oif (hat mls tn capture
your imaginatio, and you've
decided against shooting the
; dryer, organize a lint clean-
Ing team and disconnect out-
side vents. Vent in for heat
and bumidity bonus and fam-
ily fun,

0.K., everyone, storm win-

v$ up, thermostats down,

gl:l;ks ?hesg' fireplace

elos .

+You and your family can! 100watt bulbs {0, pragaen

isn't enough to keep you

busy, go start a stamp col-
lection..

board-and ‘a clothes
'foods why not frozen
*Put a lock on your refng,

you can save by showering is.

a sire-fire cure for the dol-
drums, ’

Take my advice. Stop wall-
owmg in the energy crisis.

"/

census  figures !

_WRAPPED ¢u

N

reallze it is a major city

program ~ shbuld “ be
=" "

The City of Southﬂeld is still commg to grips
with its identity. In a short 16 years, the community
has feaped from the status of a township government

Who wants a radio revival?

Radio station WJR is making a big pitch not .

only to l nostalgia buffs but to the intelligentisia
with its lafe-evening broadcast of mysteries. It's re-
storing to the listener the use of a mental muscle
that: has grown flaccid in recent years - imagina-
tion. As Fred Allen onge putiit:

The radio listener saw nothing. He fad to use
his 1magu|auon It was possible for each individual
to enjo; e same program .according to; }us in-
tellectual'level and.mental capacity... Telewsmn has
taken that away from him.""

As usual, I have to be a bit of a wet»h]anke!
about the thing. Yep, the golden age of radio was
fine if you could stand the blatant way the SpoDsors
commiercialized during the signon and s:gl-olf and
even during the program itself.

- Remember how Dagwood Bumstead, when he |
was happy, would hum. the Super Suds tune? And
that Saturday night favorite wasn't just the *‘Hit Pa-
rade;" it was the **Lucky Strike Hit Parade.”,

“. Ed -(“Fire Chief") Wynn had an oil company

sponsor whose brand had the same mckname Smi-
lin' Ed McConnell's followers were the |“Buster
Brown Gang.” l
Bing Crosby's show "was “Philco Radio' Time,”
. Bob Hope's was “The Pepsodent Show,” Al|Jolson’s
ol

“The Lifeboy Program,” the Monday night broad-
cast of movie scripts was ‘Lux Radio Theater.

Senator Ford, Harry Hirschfield and Joe Laurie -
Jr. told great jokes—clean, yet-but also sang a bar-
berstiop versian of the Palmolive brushless shave
cream Song.

‘Walter Winchell's name survives among olq
newsmen, but at’the time his program was .“Jer-
gen's Journal.” Then there were the “Molle Mystery
Theater,” the “Fitch Bandwagon,” “The Vaseline
Program” (Dr. Christian) and the ‘‘Armour. Star

Jester”” (Phil Baker). Even Amos ‘N’ Andy got stuck -

with somé opening lines about Rinso with solium.

The worst of all was “om Mix and his Ralston

- Straight Shooters.” One of the things they teach you

in elementary school is telling time, and I clocked
the program. Of 15 minates, fully eight were devoted
to commercials and only seven to the stos

- They didn't have the term rip-off in them olden
days, but that's what Tom Mix was. You sent in a
boxtop and some coin for {say) a whistling ring, and
it took six weeks.to arrive. By that time, the eplsode
involving the whistling ring was over. The lousy ring
fell apart in two days. I hope the soul of Straight Ar-
row scalps the soul of Tom Mix. I would still be boy-
cotting Ralston Purina products if my dogs didn't in-
sist on Chuck Wagon

to the commercial center ¢f southeast Michigan.

That leap was so far forward that it has left
many community leaders with an identity crisis - an
acute inability to recognize what Southfield is and
where it fits Into the greater metropolitan area.

Many conceive Southfield as a2 bedroom commu-
nity, a fine, residential area, great place to raise the
kids, etc. That's nice, but Southfield is much more
than a residential comrunity.

Others view Southfield through the old “township
lenses” — purely as a local governmental mnit, a
separate enjity unto itself. One of the haugnvers
from the towhship mentality is a myopic distrust of
the Southeast - Michigan Counul of Governments
(SEMCOG).
he argument can be heard from any township
official, or any officer of:a city which was a town- .
ship within the past five - 10 years.

“SEMCOG is a regional agency ‘seeking to estab-
lish regional government which would, if accom-
plished, take away the powers of local governments.
Local must be left free to
make its own zoning decisions and enforce its own
laws.”

That type of parochial thinking is taﬁen a step fur- ,

ther in Southfield with some officials blaming the
city's problems on its close proximity to Detroit.

. “Southfield has but two problems; traffic and
crirne, both of which are D:etroi‘t's fault.,”

If this is true, then it must be that the bound-
aries surrounding Southfieldy aren't formidable
. enough to stop problems from penetrating. If so,
then one could :certainly go- outside thos¢ same
boundaries in quest of :solutions. But “Southfield
seems to want to solve its problems locally without
the Help of regmnal technicians.

" The transportation pmblem is probably the best
examp]e of s current identity crisis. The.

(.

Philip H. Pouer. Publisher
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:Nonsense

Schooleraft: + College’s
f switchboard operator re-
sponded with a common
sense solution to a com-
plicated question.

When asked by an Observ-

= - = board asked the deve!ope_:s
Smhlmmm,,,,k,“ attorney —-who was in the

Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth Townsﬁlp, Canlu;l Townslup, Fannmg‘nn'\ gug::ﬁ ::kese?mw?haet ;fit:»ng

Farmington Hills, Redford Township, Garden City, Westland, s
L » Soutild, Lathrup Village, Bingham Farms - f":{:d;’:]ﬁ:f;?m o of-
J. fer adviee.

Edl'orlal & °p|n|°n | %SenseAnd'

A The Farmington Enterprise & Observer

e er reporter to find someone
i .}, on the staff who might be re-
\ . searching new sohutions to -
. N\ Member energy problems,” she put the
" \J susurean call through to the mainte-

N NEWSPAPERS nance department.

) A lf?EH “ OF AMERICA .,
ORI Aok . The Plymouth Township
pocision Peeggyd 143 in discussing a suit
against it by a devel-
, oper; raised quest
Pubhshed by Observer Newspapers, lne> aﬁu’ t the mmm& fons
36251 Schoolcran Livoma, Mich. 48150 : - Since its own attomney ra-
rely . attends | m

: shnpthm!dngmustgomlm g ;

city recognizes it bas a transportation problem. Af-
ter all, this city with a population of 75,000 residents
has a daytime population of some 500,000 persons.
‘This is a.residue to be dealt with when one becomes
a commercial center. .

Thus, for every person whn lives in Southfield
there are six more who live elsewhere but drive into
the city each weekday to ‘work. During daytime
hours, then, about 85 per cent of the population are
non-residents, most of whom drive automiobiles into
and out of the city.

1§85 per-cent of your tramc problem is caused
by motorists from other cities, how can a solution be
reached by relying purely on local expertise? These
figures ery out for a regional approach, and literally
demand much greater reliance on- SEMCOG and
SEMTA, its sister regional, transparmmn azency

Surely fhie Southfield resident doesn’t View Fed-

Mogul, The Bendix Corp., Prudential Insur-
ance, "Northland Center, Amoco Gil Co., Kelley Ser-
‘vices, Eaton Corp., Allstate, Delta Air Lmes Vilican

American Motors, Sundberg-- Ferar, or
Emsl & Emst as purely local businesses.

The list could be longer. ‘but the point is that a
portion of Southfield’s taxpayers do business on a re-
gional, national and international scale. .

Sauthfeld is, indeed, a reg;anal cnmmemal

“enter of southeast Michigan-and will not begin to
Solve its problems until turning to regional agencies
for assistance. The township died in-1957 and town-

b
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Be responszble
to our pe

EDITOR:

This letter is in regard to
" the articles by Joan Weaver
on pet ¢ control.

T raise and show two Irish
setters and have one neu-
tered cat. . The dogs are
trained m’stayrm the yard,

- and the cat always'stays in

the house. I am not a profes-
sional trainer, so I know any-
one. can and should train
their dogs. The training al-
one would cut back on neigh—
borhood strays.

1 have these commems on

the pros and cons of various
proposed methods of pet con-
-trol:

Non - urgnﬁal con-
traceptives é)'u(ld be effec-
tive only if owriers go to the
trouble  of administering

them. We already have lack
of responsibility for pets, let
alone an added responsibility
of administering con-
traceptives.  Also, most
people do not know tow to
give or are afraid to give
medication to their pets.
Higher license fees will
only “force breeders of pu-
rebred dogs to pay a “penal-
ty™ for their profession.
More stringent leash laws
are fine, but who is going to
enforce them? The/ police are
not sufficiently staffed, and
the Animal Welfare Dept. of
Oakland Cmmly is also under
- staffed.
. Therefore, in order” 9.0 pro[r

- erly enforce the leash law,

more government émployes
would be necessary, which
means additional taxes. Why
.should everyone be fined for
the neglect of some?

Public education is a
“must.” Most parents buy a

pet for their children and ex--

(o ge

ts

pect
of the pet as well as treat the
pet with kindness. Of course,
a child will promise anything-

are that having a pet is
having another _child
regard‘to responsibility
pare. If more breeders
pet stofgs in particular
more selective:in sell-
pets. — i.e., why does
mer want pet?
of environment?
therd might be - fewer un-
happy pet owners.
Unfortunately, . pet
thought of as a toy or even'a
“poung
When a child is-
adap

be a
like
with
and
and
were|
ing
custe
kind

bemg
ed, the prospective ‘par-
ents |are carefully screened.
If-a|child is neglected, the
courfs - take him from his
home. Why can't we have a
similar system for pets?

For example, if enough
complaints (three) are made
against a particular pet own-
er, there should be a heéavy
fine jof no less than $50. No
one wants to be fined $50 for
anything.- If after two fines
the ‘pet owner is still irres-
ponsible, the animal should

" be removed from his owner

and destroyed.

It sounds cruel, but the an-
imal will probably .end up
that.way anyway. This meth-
od might motivate people to

me more responsible to
their pets as well as to their,

1The word *‘responsibility™
is mentioned .quite often. If
more people felt a responsi-
bility to each other as wil as
to t
of problems could be solved.

PAMELA SCHAAR
_Farmington Hills

READ ERS

FORUM

Please type (or wme clearly) and limit letters

to 300 words.

® Letters must be s|gned with the writer's
address. Names wul be withheld only at the writ-
er's request and for' gnod cause. i

® The editor reserves the right to reject un-

sullable.lgners

UF éut protested

ED[TOR

a pet. Parents should

what -

is -

ding board ™ at times. .

eir pets, a large number

\,l

The poor people’s mosl lenacmus and” devastating
.probléms  are! created and perpetuated by the
continuous avalanche of babies amiidst poverty -
stricken familiés. These unfortunate children - are
doomed to a life of deprivation. i

Not only is there not adequate food and shelter, but-
, the most essential elements for emotional growth, sqch .

as_being wanted; loved and appreciated, are denied
them. They are deprived of social, cultural and
educational opportunity. These “children then have no

* alternative when they are adults bu! to join the vicious
poverty cygle. .

1 question the wisdom of our Umted Fund’s action in
withholding all funds from the\Planned Parenthood
League, which does educate' the poor in family
planning. This cold - blooded det by a so - called
charity organization touches us_ all We pay the burden
in welfare taxes; decay of our cities, crime anq denying

the poor to rise above thelr chains of povert; .
ALFRED ISMOND. Redford -

Their Yﬁle

EDITOR:

1 would like to thank aJI
the people, Jaycees, Kiwanis
and all the carolers that
came here to Tonquish Man-
or to do all the lovely things
for us at holiday time..

A Brownie troop came and
brought -each one of us a gift
they had made themselves.
And our thanks to Capt. Yo-

was brighy

der of ge'salvauon Army
for taking .ug to the market
lhrough the year to do our
shoppi

All o[ lhese things are the .
meaning of Christmas.

We .m‘sh all a happy and
healthy year to come.

MARY MIHOS
‘Tonquish Creek Manor
Plymouth

Club th/ank= frlends

EDJTOR

“Thank . You™
servation Club for the

-

On behal.f of the Boys™ Clubs of Melnipalilan l)el-
roit, Adam H, Sarver Building,
to the Western

we wish to say a big
Wayne County Con-
help it has given the

Boys’ Club.

This help includes the sending of a number of vol-

unteers to the club who have
functions such’as running the
Club, the Stamp .Club, hunte:

Club and snowmobile safety cours

Many valuable and-useful
put to excellent use in the' Bo;

result of the efforts of men senf
Wayne County Conservation Club

One of these most valuable
tions was an allotment of sevel
;'glch were used by Boys' Cl

J
s
urs

i

&l

erved many valuable
unior and Senior Rifle,
safety course, Model -

e.

ems which have bden
Club program are the
to us by the Western

nd far reaching dona+
al thousand notebooks
bs in seven midwest

and used at several conferences and institutes

plus an irner city youth project.

‘Hank Chruscial con- ~

tacted Fred Frohlick and Jerry Wilton of the Adistra.

Corp. who graciously made the,

able to the Boys® Club.

In addition, they donated

‘Bosy’ Club Chnslmss p y.

above material avail-
50 model cars to the

CHARLES WILSON,
* “Director, Boys® Club

he children to take care -



