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OBSERVATION POINT

. By Philip H. Power *
e Publisher .

< Shortly after Miami crunched to that sec-
lond touchdown against the Vikings, 1
+flipped the dial over to Channel Four and
;found myself:in the middle of NBC's annual
Zyear-end\gnalysis and prediction public af-

:fairs show. .

- John Chancellor and Edward Newman
Zpredicting seemed more interesting than Al-
lan Page and Gary Larson flailing, so 1
>watched most of the NBC show, only occa-
~sionally dropping back to see just how far
- the Dolphins would run up the score.

< The NBC newsmen devoted a big segment
Zof time to the energy crisis, and at one

“point somebody dropped a remark about the

-suburbs into a throw - away line. It went
* *something like “. . . of course, one of the
“effects of the energy crisis will be'the de-
~cline of the suburbs, . .."”

N i e

2. I SUPPOSE what the guy was getting at
iwas the conventional notion-that the sub-
<urbs are totally dependent on the automo-
“bile, with mom lugging the kids to school
“and doing the shopping:in one car and pop
~driving-the other car back and forth to his
downtown. L .

With“gas in short supply and increasingly
isexpensive and with ' little public. trans-
- «portation, suburban dependency on the pri-
vate -automobile will inevitably lead to de-
line, or at least so goes the argument.

Locally, the theory has a few cute twists,
ch as the notion that the auto industry
il from now on be in' terrible trouble,
ereby hurting the income base-of Detroit

burbs. Some local theorists alse have, ’

n making the argument that life in the
uburbs will become so uncomfortable that

*scads of people will now flock to live in the ~

r city.of Detroit, thereby solving the

'

| Wlll the e:ne"rgy crunch
~spell doom for suburbs?

MY REACTION to all this speculation
can be summed up by a loud “phooey!"

1) The ges crisis® will not last forever
(assumning that there is, in fact, a crisis

~ right now, which may or may not be true.)
After a -while, there will be plenty of gas
available, L - '

9) Almost surely, this gas will be more
expensive than it has been'in the past. So?
So people in’ the suburbs will buy smaller
cars with better gas mileage, and the per-
centage of disppsable suburban family in-

" cdme spent on gas will be about what it is
now.: . -

3) There will be an effective mass transit
system, ‘even in the Detroit area, after a
while, The state is now financing mass tran-
sit; the auto companies are for it; SEM-
COG and the liberals are pushing it. After a
few years, if pop has to get downtown to
work, he'll be able to do so by mass transit
buses or trains.

-4) Increasingly, people who live in the
suburbs are working in their home town or
in a nearby suburb. The nption that the sub-
urbs are merely bedroom,communities with
all the employment opportunities in the cen-
tral city is simply false, as anyone can see *
in a quick drive Qom 1696 or Schooleraft
Road. .

5) Local suburban depression caused by
an auto industry collapse? Very doubtful.
Edward ‘Cole, GM's President, said_this
week that the corporation was: producing 25
per cent more small cars this year than

“last, and I suspect that’s only the start.
Sure there are a lot of layoffs right now,
but' that’s because the auto companies got.
_caught with much, much more iproduction
capacity in big cars than public demand
now warrants. That will be straightened out
in a year or so, and after that everybody
who owns a gas - guzzling monster is fair
target for a sales pitch to buy a small, low
mileage car. Result? A vast ircrease in
auto sales, beginning 1 suspect in 1975, with
perhaps 60 per cent of all automobiles then

IT SEEMS to me that the anti-suburb the-
orists, most of whom do not live in the sub-
, have made a key mistake- in pre-
dieting suburban gloom and doom. -
They have confused the techhology which- .

originally made the suburbs possible (good "~

roads, -cheap gas, widespread automobile
ownership) with the real reasons for living

- in the suburbs.

‘These reasons include good schools, single

-« family housing in safe neighborhoods, trees

and a back yard and a de-concentrated pop-
ulation pattern, and the chance to rear a
family away from the concrete jungle of the
center city.

None of these characteristics of suburban .
living are dependent for their' existence on
cheap gas or big cars. None will be elimi-
nated by a-continued energy crunch. R

‘The suburbs are hereé to stay as an.impor-
tant part of the-American scéfie.’ Our na-
tional challenge in the days of energy short-
age is not to wish the suburbs out of exis-
tence, but rather to make both suburbs and
center cities into clean, safe, healthy places
in which people can freely choose to live.

’s problems at the expense of the s.ub-

¢ If you're old ehough; you
. rzwill recall the enlistment
3+ plea: “Join the Navy and see
s-the world.” Supposedly the
rlure of going abroad at the
¢ government’s expense was
f.something to quicken the
=!pulse of a prospective volun-
eer, and maybe it actually
+ - worked.
i? “Today, however, it could
‘:well be rephrased to read:
4+“Join your high schoo! band
::and see the world.” Several
v Observerland high schools of-
s-fer . immediate proof that

::ing as valuable to a musical
1= conductor as the score of a
+ istirring overture. >

¢; In the approaching sum-
+;mer, Redford Union and
<" Thurston bands will be giv-
:+ing concerts in Europe. Gar-
*+den City East is booked for
.+ appearances in Ireland, and
-Garden City West has Mexi-

-

%:co City as its destifiation. |

+’its band has had its trium-
phant moments ‘in Chicago,

*Ctravel itineraries are becom-

not only have exposure to
cultures outside their own
area but'invariably find that
marching alongside,; so to
speak, are other unils from
“back home,” like | maybe
Traverse City, Tpree Rivers,
Sturgis or"Ann Afbor..

To this writer, this has
been a wonderful’ devel-
opment in our educational
pattern — and also hespeaks
what I long have.thjught to
be one of Observerland’s
foremogt interests, namély a
love of music.

Development in }.recent
months of the Oakway and

. Westland Sympbonies to go

with the already established
Plymouth Symphony offers
new release to the| talents
that abound" within our com-
munities. But that isn’t all.
Our several calleges, our
myriad of pre-high school
bands and orchestras, our
general community
of music is a healthr
If nothing else, it i
conscious acceptancé
belief that in music one finds
a common languagé
all

the of

and Pasadena, Calif,, for the

Tourpament of Roses pa-

rade.

11 Whenever expeditions like
these occur, our youngsters

boundaries and the artificial
barriers of class distinction.
All this is being done, you
understand, not out! of ‘the
tax dollar you pay'to the

on the roads economically obsolete.

state, coumﬁ, city, township,

_or school district, but by the

dint of dedicated fund - fais-
ing efforts by the kids them-
selves, aided as much as pos-
sible by parents and out-

siders friendly to the cause. f

By all means, this is to be:

R
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Just follow tv ,commércial's ,'
and ruin your happy life

1f you take them seriously,
TV commercials can ruin
your life.

In case you are- pooh pooh-
ing my contention that the
boob tube can be a deadly
. phenomenon, here are some
glaring examples,

Try stretching your coffee
break with Juicy Fruit gum
and you'll be the first gum
chewer on the uriemployment

line. . .
Use “Soft and ,Dry”
anti-perspirant, Gillette hair
ray for the dryb;b and
'ampers for your ’s
cusu?r: fitts botlomi. 'gﬁ
“wet head may be out along

'ﬁ "
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with damp armpits and sog-
gy bottoms. But it's better
than having all your skin fall-
off. ¢ -

1 gave my cold to Contac
and got pneumonia. 1 came
home to the lemony fresh-
pess of Fab and my husband
walked out on me.

His parting shot was, “You
never give me Nyquil and
tell me to get into bed. The
husband “on TV gets some
rest and he tells his wife he
couldn’t do without hier.”

The day before, he walked
into the kitchen, started
sniffing the mold and mildew
and used a whole can of Ly-
sol spray. Did I walk out? 1
took an Excedrin for my
headache, a Repoz. for my
nerves and kicked the dog.

For a genuine-slice of life,
1 often waldr\1 Mbirdc.;us W?lby

« Speeding to the ide of an
Indian %vho stubbed his toe
doing a rain’ dance. Close on
Welby'’s hurried trail to the
reservation is Dr. Kiley on
his motorcycle wearing an
anxious frown.

Fadeout: Commercial. A
worried mother is taking her
child’s temperature, pre-
paring to dose him, with
Bayer’s orange flavored
béby aspirin. She knows darn
well her doctor doesn't make
house calls.” And it's pretty .
dumb of the kid to get sick
An Wednesday.

.. The confilct between wait-
ing for a Welby:type medic
0 savé your life and knowing
in your heart that you can’t’
get an appolntment with your
dwn doctor. for two weeks
‘when the hearse will drop

“You off at his office Is really

3rammatic,

1 Your mother never told

you about ‘“Ultra-Brite”
beca

she. ob-.

H

viously didn’t think you could
ever be -too appealing any-
way. That shattering ex-
perience alone is enough to
send a galdo the funny farm.

Many an old maid is
munching her way through'a
case of Certs waiting for a
guy to kiss her .once.’In the
meantime, she's’ putting on
10 pounds a week.

Think of all the lonely spin-
sters in the world going up
and down elevators waiting
for guys to hand them a can
of Alpo, hanging around laun-
dromats ~ expecting some
dingbat to share a box .of
Tide and hovering around su-
permarkets till the tall, dark,
handsome man they saw on
TV comes along to take their
Clorox away.

It makes me want to ery
only I don't kmow if T should
use Puffs or Kleenex Bou-
tique with the green and yel-
low flowers. )

How about the young single
girl who is considering mar-
riage? What kind of a ro-
mantic image. does she get
out of watcuing the house-
wife cleaning her bathroom
bowl, , unplugging the drain
stopped up with coifee
grounds, dog: hairs, * bubble
gum and smelly grease, or
racing to see if she ¢an beat
her TV oppcnenL{lzup the fil-
thy kitchen floor,

Let’s take thé mother - to'~
be. She sees a smiling moth-
er singing:away 'while her
kid squeezes the toilet paper,
another romping through the
woods with her ‘exquisite
da -.while both their
blond tresses bounce in the
breeze and . still another
da.r_lcin%‘ with joy while she
ﬁﬁ er mbm’lshdtge Lipton
Cup. - 2 -*Soup.Is the preg-
nant gal in for a shock

EDITOR:- . '+ -

.~ Who wants a radio revival?
1 do! -1 was brought up on
imagination: and am - sorry
most people today cannot ex-
ercise their “mental' muscle”
because of the ‘‘boob tube.”

‘The golden age of radio
and ‘all of their characters
Il-navg lgodne I;{althe wayside.

'm glad nostalgia is trying
to make a comeback.

As a kid; 1 hurried to finish
my paper route to listen to
“Superman,” “Jack Arm-
strong” and *Captain Mid-
night.” T wish 1 had all the
decader rings, pedometers,
and ‘badges 1 sent-away fo*
then. It was no rip -.off, but I
sure made the mail mad
each day I asked him if he
had‘a package for me. Those
pieces of nostalgia are worth
hundreds of dollars today. -

Reviewing all the greats
{oné of which you forgot —
Fibber McCee and Molly),
what they said then parallels
toddy! How about *‘Hermit's
Cave"? “Grand Central Sta-
tion”?

Shovel those z_’ddlks.

EDITOR:

- Shovel snow
4
EDITOR:
Detroit” and ‘Suburbs have
been hit with two large’snow-
storms within the last month

last one brought to mind a
* way of helping others and in
the process ourselves.

If - homeowners, renters,
sons, daughters or whdever
would shovel out the section
of street in front of their
homes before the snow freez-
es, crusts and ruts, then as
two cars approach each.oth-
er in the one center rut, a
shoveled space would be
available to maneuver.

Pustiing autos may be fun
but very tiring (also snow
shoveling, hire a young per-
son). Now you say Ha! not

Law erodes our fréeedom

i
EDITOR:

(Can I sue Ralph Nader if 1
have a heart attack?

. (how could one. forget)! The "

.. Wednesday, January 18,1974 (

As for commercials, they

. were nothing as compared to

tv. Talk about insulting the
intelligentsia. Television has
done it! You have to ride a
white horse:to use Ajax; you
don't dare squeeze rolls of
toilet paper! Did you ever
se¢ an arm pop ‘out of a
washing machine?. Or how
about your. dog chasing a
-miniature horse and covered
wagon through the kitchen
and then disappear. into the
cupboard. Peanut buiter is
sold by a-“Gay Peter Pan”

that falls out of a kitchen
window. S

| Last but not least, there is
one channel that has its lead

newscaster shooting up the .

Wild West dressed ali in
white and of cousse rides a
white horse.  *

Give me old time. radio
anytime, I'm sick of all the
explicit violence on tv' any-
way. :

LOU LaRICHE
N Plymouth

READERS’ FORUM

. Please type {or write
to 300 words.

clearly} and limit letters

@ Letters must be signed. with the writer's
address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-

er's request and for good

cause.

® THe editor reserves the right to reject un-

suitable letters,~
e erery

!

)

i Considering today’s gasoline shortage, and since we.
are urged to reduce our driving, it seems that residents
. of Westland would exert extra effort to keep the side-

< walks in front of their homes free of snow.

: For those who do not voluntarily clean their walks,
the city, ordinance requiring sidewalks to be cleared
with 24 hours-after the snow stops should be enforced.
More of us are walking instead of driving.

But since the recent snowfalls, walking
too hazardous, About two - thirds of the sidewalks in
my area {Avondale - Merriman) have not been cleared. .
| By the way, shoveling helps keep you warm. ' - °.

CHA

has bécorqe
RLES B. SLAUTER
Westland

before freeze .

me — that is a public worl
er's. responsibility. We

Kinsolving
‘story offends

'EDITOR:

. Alter vreading Rev. Kin-
solving's “Religion Update™
iof Dec. 21, I'd suggest you
read his articles also. Surely
you don‘t intend to print at-
tacks against peoples or reli-

. gions?
He has insvited many reli- .

gions and clergymen. This

article, his altack of the pa-

1 pacy, Pope Paul VI, his en-
s cyclical “Humanae Vitael”
: and Catholics is certainly not
iin keeping with the Christ-
mas season and unseemly for
,a man of his standing and
wocation.

. Pope Paul VI has been
criticized by many people
including. Catholics) but ‘is

“each time I pulled into a sho- also loved by -many people

veled ‘space, I mentally

.and religions, Has.the criti-

thanked whoever was respon- cism been constructive.or de-

sible. Maybe you also have
used such a space and never,
gave it a second thought as
you drove on home, dry and
comfortable and unstuck!

Also, most Livonians have
side drives, yet I observe a
lot .of -street parked cars
plowed ip. If the driver had
pulled into the drive during
the worst of the stolm, I'm
sure a lot of extra work
would have been’eliminated,
not to mention hit - run ac
dents (freeze of Dec. 21.-
2!

" ROSALIE GISS
Livonia

K] .
it and fasten. But when I get
_ around the car, the belt has

slipped back a fatal six

structive? What ‘are the rea-
sons behind the criticism?
That could bear looking into. *

The pope is the living wit-

i ness of Christ, the embodi-"

ment of the church in one
man-who is father and broth-
er to all men.

It is very popular now to
criticize, rebel and belittle
authority; even the authority
and existence of God Him-
self, so the pope receives his
share, as does our govern-
ment, its leaders, teachers,
parents and; anyone in au-
thority. <

It's funny, isnt it, that
when people disagree with
apyone or :anything, they

. somehow think that that al-

one makes them an authority
on what they disagree with.
_Rev. ‘Kinsolving  meedn't
speak about the feelings of

Recently we leased a '74- inches becaise the elderly Catholics regarding thejr re-

Maverick when our family
car was unavailable to us.
My morning route to work

parent hasn't the strength to
keep it taut. i
In six degree weather, I

ligion, pope, bishops, priests,”
etc. unless
formation than he apparently

includes driving an obese, €l- made three rear - end dashes has (barring diving revela-

derly parent to an addlt day pefore we finally got that tion).

. care nursing center. I was
-really hit by the seat belt
“thing” when I- found 'this

belt fastened.
“While this is only one i
lated instance of extreme

Granted these are trying

» times for religion, but I'm
. sure God will see us;through.

car could ot be started with- convenience, it illustrates my One thing we don't need are

out the BUZZZ unless both of
us were firmly seat belted.
Not being able to reach
across my passenger to fas-
ten the belt, the procedure is
to pull the belf to its max-
imum, the passenger to
keep.#_taut while I-dash
around the car so I cah grab

I!lndians had
fine Christmas
EDITOR:

st Hank Chruscial gave

me your mewspapers’ name
as a great helper in acquir-

point. I'm all for seat belts
and our family does buckle
up. However, 1 feel it is
wrong that our right to
choose to belt or not to belt
has been legislated away
-from us. This is another in;
stance of Big Brother - ism
which erodes away personal

freedom.

I plan to write to every
/legislator in Michigan. Join
me, anyone? FLORENCE M.

RAD Mrs. Kops' letter.
troversial, yes; offensive, no.

ssed chance to-help

vehicle atrive and leave. I-

ivonia

She

EDITOR:
Around 2 a.m. New Year's

ing the shipment of clothes, Day, I was awakened by the

toys
dian

wIps,

gro .
very much for your part.

and candy

for our In- doorbell being rung over and
was

mission children and over again.

too. Thank you not expecting anyone at that

.- hour, T did not answer it.

Please thank the two stores ~ We have a large, windowed
which helped and wish to re- porch on the front of the
main anonymous as well as "house, and as I stood by the.
all .individual donors. May door, afraid to answer and
God bless and reward all of wondering who was out
you. You made. the children there, I heard the person

very ha

Py-

-leave the outer porch, then

We d};livered a large box saw him run across the yard
filled with gifts on Dec. 22 and -down the road. I looked
and then had "a. Christmas in the direction he was run-

- party at the church on Dec. ning and saw two cars, one
23 At this, each child re- sitting cross - wise in the
céived a grocery bag filled road and the other in the

with the smaller goodies. diteh. To my great relief, a
The children said to thank police car was approaching.
you, too! - the scene. :

. all of

FR. ELMER STOFFEL

I sat at the window and

St. Catherifie Missiori  watched the police direct

L'Anse traffic, saw a rescue squad

i

o ’ : : . ‘

. - i’

articles so full of venom, like
Rev. Kinsolving's. Many
peoplé  believe what _they
read. Wouldn't it- be nice if
they really could? )
MRS. C. KOPS
Plymouth
EDITOR'S NOTE: ‘At least
two editors ‘read each .of
Rev. Kinsolving's articles
prior to publication. They
found nothing offensive ei-
ther before or after receiving
Con-

stayed- thére until two wre-
ckers came and towed the
cars away. One passed in
front of the house, and I
could see how -badly the car
was damanged.

All the ‘while 1 watched, 1
wondered -how badly anyone
had been hurt. I felt very
guilty (in faet, sick to my
stomach) .for not having an-
swered my door and offering

help. At the time, that person.

was frantically ringing m

doorbell, he didn't knms helg
was on its way, and I wonder
Wml?;; was going through his

1 wantjto say to him: “1

had a chdnce to help a fellow .

man, and I et fear get in my
way. I am sorry. Please for-
giveme."” :
MRS. JOEL PITTAWAY
Plymbith

SN W

he’ has more in- +

'

IV insults, bring back ™



