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O’ldest school

sne is sought

|
By W.W. EDGAR
] FARMINGTON

The old Nichols school that
has wéathered the icy blasts
of winter and the heated rays
of the summer sun for many
years, is about {o get a new
lease on life,

History buffs are hoping
theé building that has stood
forlorn - looking at the cor-
ner of 13-mile and Farm-
ington Roads:will be moved
to-a new. location and be-
come one. of thd focal points
of the sesqui-cesMtennjal cel-
ebration. ..

Though recognized as the
oldest school building in the
district no one knows its ex:
act age.

“All we know," Lee Peel,
one of the leaders in the plan
to.restore the building com-
mented, “is that it was built
sometime between 1870 and

The drive to have the
building restored and given a
place of prominence got its

impetus when Bérnard
Sherry, the present owner,
offered it as a gift to the
community -provided .it was
restored and made 'a me-
morial. .

With this offer  Peel, a
teacher in the school system,
went to work and soon en-
listed the support of the
Farmington Historical So-
ciety. 1t now is spearheading
the fund drive to make the

proposed memorial a reality. -

‘The bmldmg one of the
last of thé old one room

“school houses in Michigan, is

a throwback to the days
when the rfed brick school
building was a vital part of
‘Americana.; It was soundly
built with three layers of
brick.

‘It is a bit weather beaten

now, and its roof is in need
of repa'u's, but the Historical
Society is confident the nec-
essary l’unds can be raised.
“Tt may require about

$10,000 to $15,000 to do the
job,” Peel explained, “‘but
we are going ahead with a
study to determine the fea-
sability of moving it.”

Two sites are under consid-
eration for the old school.
One is on the present Board
of Education property high
on the hill - where it again
could stand as a beacon. The
other site is across the street
from its present location on
the North Farmington High
property.

The present study also is,

designed to determine the ex-
act age of the building.
There are those who claim it
was built in 1870. Others say
_it was 1890. Still others claim
the present structure is the
-third building on the site.

All agree, however, that
the old building played a
prominent role in the old
days. It was where many of
the settlers got their educa-
tion.

Democrats are asking
for election reform

FARMINGTON -- The
Farmington Democratic Club
is asking local units of gov-
emment to consider reforms
in'election procedures.

The club recently ap-
proached the Farmington
City council with two sugges-

tions and anticipates present-"

ing similar proposals to the
Farmington Hills council, ac-
cording to Chairman Aldo
Vagnozzi.

The Democrats are askmg
local clerks to appoint *‘depu-
1y registrars’ to increase the

N local rolls of registered vot-
ers.

Suggested as deputies are
precinct delegates and mem-
bers of party committees.

“We feel that that naming of .

such 'regls!rars would ]e:ad to

.ed a “voluntary” reporting
of assets from people holding
public office.

The only note of support
from the suggestion came

citizens q
to vote not only in city elec-
tions but also in contests for
county, state and national of-
fices,” Vagnozzi said.

According to a report from
cny Manager Robert Dead-
voters are

from Ci William
Hartsock, who said he felt
public officeholders should
disclose their holdings' in
land, and tell - the public
where they derive their in-
come.

C Dr. John Rich-

already 90 - 95 per cent regis-
tered. The city council did
ot act on the suggestion.

The Democrats also want-

ardson disagreed, saying
such a proposal might dis-
courage some people from
running for office.

COURSES are still open at the Farmington Community Center. Marti
Bernstein is teaching a course in jewelry making during this session.

)
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) CALL THE EXPERTS NOW
427-3910 ror

'I'V REPAIRS

1 - * Dear friends,
Y The modeim funcral service has evolved in
response to public wishes from the more primi-
W tive service of our forefathers.
The funeral director receives thorough
) training in the technical skills of his profession
and the development of his innate tact, courte-
- gy, patience and understanding.
Y We continually strive to’ become ‘more
- proficient in our professional dutics.
A 4
Respectfully,
-

PHONE 474-5200

23720 FARMINGTON ROAD

FARMINGTON, MICH.

Dunton
joins Navy
FARMINGTON

Navy Seaman Recruit Mi-
chael J. Dunton of Farm-
ington has graduated from
recruit training at the Naval
training center, Great Lakes,
JUN

Dunton is the son of Mrs.
L. E. Walker of 39607 Ronay-
ton and a 1973 graduate of
Novi High School.

8 - Halstead
improvements
are planned

FARMINGTON - A State
Highway Department project
to improve an Oakland
ty intersection in 1974 has
gained approval by the Coun-
ty Road Commission.

‘The intersection involved is
the one at Eight Mile and
Halstead Roads.

The Eight Mile - Halstead
intersection would be widen-
ed and signalized at a cost
of $220,000 to the federal
highway fund and $80,000 to
the Oakland Road Commis-
sion. The remaining $50,000
would be shared by the
Wayne County Road Com-
mission and the cities of
Farmington Hills and Li
“vonia.

]aycee Dabe Hammond

- sense of the meeting that

NICHOLS SCHOOL may be‘ moved to a permanent home if the
Farmington Historical Society is successful. (Evert photo)

is leaving the area

FARMINGTON

A job opportunity will

move popular Jaycee David

Hammond and his family

from their Farmington Hills

home to Indianapolis in the
near future.

Actually, Hammond has al-
ready started his job as pro-
ject manager with Gue-

-Demars, a construction
management firm. His wife,
Carol, and their four  chil-
dren, however, remained be-
hind until their home at 25661
Ridgewood is sold.

A graduate civil engineer,
Hammond was formerly
property manager in deal-
ership development with the
Ford Motor Co. The
monds moved here from
Ne\:v Jersey five years ago.

Hammond is past president
of the Farmington Jaycees
and is now that organiza-
tion’s chairman of the board.
He is probably best remem-
bered for his work in bring-
ing'a rodeo to the community

during the annual Farm-
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ington FOl’mﬂEl’S Festival last through various community
year. projects, he added.

The event was so success- l Hammond was also in-
ful that ;t will be repeated ' strumental in setling up the
again ths year, according to . Farmington area “Walk for
John Sprys, current Jaycee Mankind” last spring, He has
president. also served as president of

The rodeo’s success en- ! his subdivision’s homeowners
abled the Jaycees to raise : association and vice presi-
$10,000 whleh eventually is dent of the Alameda Elemen-
returned to the community tary School PTA.

I Létteré to

the editor |

!
E:DITpR ! !

The Michigan State H:gh
way iDept. recently an-
nounced, very proudly, that
they ‘have released several
mdhun dollars of our gas tax
monigs for rapid transit.

It appears to me that again
the citizens needs are in sec-
ond place to some nebulous
sellish-interests for need for
publmly

The actual expenditure is
for five separate installations
of moving® sidewalks. The
American public is con-
stantly being reminded that
we need more excercise -
walking lS recommended as
amm

The msiallatmn of movmg

i Our money for transit?

sidewalks would appear to be
against the walking recom-
mendations and should be
ed as a luxury that gas
yers do not need, ex-
pecially with the current
gasoline prices. The need for
rapid transit, at least to me,
means moving people many

miles, not hundreds of feet.
The tax and spend boys in
Lansing and Washington, in ..
their hurry to spend, appear
to be unconcerned with the
citizens’ actual needs. Spend-
ing for moving sidewalks
makes as much sense as al-
lowing ‘roads to deteriorate
and be called abandoned

minefields viz Drake Rd.

EDWARD K. BENDA
Farmington

Ordmance not passed?

mITOR ‘

Mnnday. Jan. 24, 1 allend
ed the Farmington Hills City
Council meeting. This! is the
first time I had gone and was
very ;. engrossed with the
lhmgs I heard and saw. It
was dn interesting and mfor»
matwe meeting. i

1 was interested in readmg
what | was said about 'the
meetmg in your Jan.!l6 pa-
per. 1 was somewhat  dis-
mayed to read that Mr.
Oates (sic) reviewed . the
changes in the zoning ordi-
nance. I know Claute Coates,
and I was naive enough to
assume that reporters
checked on names, obvmusly
they don't.

I was interested in the in-
troduction of the obscenity
ordinance later in the: meet-
ing and gathered from the

first an ordinance had to be
introduced, then passed at a
later  meeting—that was
what the . motion said; I
thought.

Imagine my surprise’ to
read on page three that the
obscenity ordinance had-
passed. 1 checked further
and discovered that indeed I
was. right in my assessment
of the meeting and yourre-

rter was reporting .a fact
in large headlines that was
indeed wrong.

How do you determme who

- charter? How can f'ou
“facts that obviously arent

covers the council meetings?
Don't they have some basic
knowledge - of government

a

res? i
Haven't they read the -
print

facts in the widest clrcula(» :
ing paper in Farmington?
‘The facts were correct in the
“other’* paper.

If a" woman with little
knowledge of government -
can figure out what is going - :
on, why can't.your reporter? -

It is your obligation to get .
the straight facts to the .
people - otherwise your pa- |
per doesn't deserve to be -
read.

1

SALLY GAINES
FARMINGTON HILLS
Editor's note: While the mis- -
spelling of Claude Coates’ .
name was an unfortunate
typesetting error, we stand
corrected on the adoption of |
the ordinance. City ordi-
nances, with the exception of
emergency ordinances, ‘must
pass the council twice, first *
at the enactment, and sec- -
ondly at the adoption.. The
story referred to erroneously
mentioned the “adoption’ of

- the ordinance. An ordinance

does not become law until 21
days after the final vote,
which may not take place at
the same meeting as the first
vote, unless it i5 an emer-
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The most convenient banking hours in Farmington, Metro’s Downtown Office is now
open from 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM five days a week. Saturday hours: 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM!
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