" just” wonderful.

PagedA <«

Observer

to mor

By CORINNE ABATT

I think it's about time,
someone offered a course for
. fourth decaders like me on
. how to cope with the new
- morality.

Most everycne who has a

, couple of teenage kids and
. has hosted their many
! friends runs into the same
_ problem.

Once upon a time, girls in
their late teens and early 20s
did a lot of talking about or-

. ange blossoms and weddings
and showers and trousseaus.

' Their friends' mothers got

* into the act, helping to plan

- showers, tatting a pillow
case border or two, and later

* knitting baby booties and
funny little -pink or white
sweaters.

While still programmed for
this sort of nuptiat and pre-
nuptial rituals, here comes a
new flap.

“Guess what?” said a

. sweet young thing at our

kitchen table ‘last . week.
“Chuck and I are going to
live together. I'll be moving
into his apartment next
week.”

My first thought was to
hug her and screech joy-
owly, “Hey, Tudie, that's
Just what
you've always wanted -~ a
roommate.”

= -
What are answers

ality code?

Then I got to thinking that
maybe her parents wouldn’t
think the announcement was
so all-darned cool. And
maybe, 1 ought to be stand-
mg there saying pontifically,

“Tudie, have you considered
the consequences of this de-
cision?”

‘The question of posture in
the face; of such pronounce-
ments is a bothersome one.
Hey, ~professor, what role
should 1 be playing? Should 1
stand firm on my 193040
morality’ code, or- should I
just let: the congratulations - ¥
rip knowing full well that
Tudie and a good many
young folks just like her are
also going to share their bed
and board, for an undeter-
mined length of time.

The problem reverses itself
with my generation. Once
upon a time, the announce-
ment of :a divorce called for
a certain amount of com-
miseration and shedding of
tears — real or otherwise.

Now comes in my mail at
regular intervals, party in-
vitations. with a note that the
celebration is in honor of a
final divorce decree.

T suspect this new type
freedom: fest also merits a
new approach

Call in the nature of crepe
hanging and the tragedy of it~

Students find many

uses for pin money,

not for la

In these grave times when

: neither of our two most in-

fluential presidents, Mr. Nix-

. on of the Republic and Mr.
. Woodcock of the UAW, can

agree on the goodness or the
badness of the economy,
there comes in the morning
mail a news release from
Eastern Michigan University
demonstrating that the col-
lege student’s purse is no
less than ever a vagabond.
The Ypsilanti university
winter enrollment of 17,07
includes an untold number of
our Observerland youth,
lying as it does virtually at
the outskirts of our Plymouth
- Canton sector whose ‘own
population is growing in no
small part because of the in-
flux of the EMU professorial

sect. .

Universally these days,
parents of college types
shudder at the cost of living
which a higher education for
their children. represents.
Tuition, fees, books, ‘room,
board ~ !hey ve. all gone sky
high, rig!

But lhal's not where it
ends at all.

It took a man named
Ralph Bock, director of aux-
iliary services :at EMU, t
unravel student, spending on
the trivialities of life and un-
wittingly demonstrate that a

undries
hat

student’s: pin money can go
many a devious route before
it ends .with a cum laude
chapeau.

The point is that the 415
vending, :laundry and pinhall
machines located in EMU
residence halls, :classroom
buildings and McKenny
Union took in $218,000 for the
1978 calendar year. As a lone
statistic,!this is méaningless,
for the vending machine way
of sustenance long has been
upon us. ; .

But it's in the breakdown
that ‘one finds solace that col-
lege is :still college. That
EMU’s 120 food vending ma-
chines averaged $1,125 each
probably: doesn't prove any-

all are no longer appre-
ciated. Levity is the new
mood and you had better
congratulate the new di-
vorcee on finally getting on
the stick and getting rid of
the flake she mistakenly
married some 15 or 20 years
ago.

“We'll bust apen a bottle of
champagne and drink to your
new fuund freedom,” you re-
spo

She PleS up the mood and
yells into the phone.

“You better believe it. If

yau want to bring a single
friend to my little do. be my
guest.”

Between the lines is the ~

message that she is not going
to be moping around. She’s
on the loose and available..

Seems -the sacrament of |

marriage is in a transition

period. To. fight it would
seem a little like standing on
the ocean beach during a
hurricane and telling the
waves to calm down.

Legally married or not,
maybe Tudie would like a
couple of my tatted pillow
cases.

Cheap puoflitics

Some of the cheapest poli-
tics is played by persons who
aren't technically politicians.
1 refer of course to Ivan Bar-
ris, president of the Detroit
Bar Assn.

Barris held a press confer-
ence with several others last
week to denounce Wayne
County commissioners for
their alleged failure to pro-
vide more and better circuit
court facilities. He also op-
posed a county board plan to
set up some courtrooms in
the western suburbs.

Barris indulged in sore
head politics by threatening
to sue the county board for
more court space. In other
words, the most important
single function of a legisla-
tive body — allocating pre-
cious, limited funds - is to
be the subject of a court
procedure. We all know how
fair a judge handling this
kind of case would be.

Falsely, Barris complained
that lack of public trans-
portation in the western sub-
urbs would prevent persons

without cars from using
‘courts placed there. If' he
were up to. date, he would
know that the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Au-
thority is now running a bus
line down Middle Belt and
Inkster roads to the county
property at Michigan Ave-
nue.

" The pras' conferees also
wept and moaned that poor
people would be dis-
advantaged by a suburban lo-
cation of some circuit court-
rooms. They should know
there are ‘many scattered
pockets of poor and old

people in Livonia, Redford,

Plymnuth Northville, Can-
ton, Westland Garden City,
Inkster, Taylor, Romulus .
all over the place. Detroit
has no morjopoly on poverty
and low incomes, and the

suburban poor deserve some
_ consideration from the bar-
risters,

; Detroit was founded as a
riverfront trading post in
1701 and became the county

thmg except that
aren't any more popular than
ever. i

However, realizing that
pinball intake averaged $766
per machine compared to the
§22 from each of the auto-
matic coin - operated wash-
ers and.dryers does tell a
story.

Whoever suggested that
“cleanliness is second only to
Godliness™ may not have had
today's’ typical college
campus in mind at all. 05 do

to “the kids still send their soiled

unmentionables home in a
cardboard box every week as
we did yéars ago?

Help needed to fzg

By MAURIE WALKER

These are the days of
shortages. If one item isn’t in
short supply, somehow, or
someone, manages to create
a shortage of another.
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It's senous and yet almost
humorous, itoo. A recent
news wire story stated toilet
tissue became the target for
a phony shortage when a
television personamy an-
nounced this was the latest
item that would soon dis-
appear from the store
shelves:

" Christmas: was darkened
by the antouncement that
“energy was in short sup-
ply.” Homes and some of-
fices and public buildings are
cutting back on heat to con-
serve energy.

" Yet, there is one thing that
is not in short supply. There
is still plenty of crime. More
women are being raped,
more homes broken into,

more violence on the streets.

1t's a strahge thing how all

forms of government, nation-
al, state, city, county and
townships will all pitch in to
battle the shortage of elec-
tricity, gas, gasoline and
food. Still, when it comes to
battling criine, the plea of
law enforcemen! officers
leaf ears.

Police chiefs from ail over
the country, including those
in Livonia, Redford,
Plymouth and Southfield, —
in fact in every major area —
try to put across to the
“powers that be” that-addi-
tional men and equipment
are needed. and needed bad-

eat of Wayne County nearly

however, downtown Detroit
in no way qualifies as a cen-
‘fral location for courtrooms.’
Check a map of Michigan,
and yuu'll find downtown:
Detroit is one of the least
centrally located:of our ss
county seats.

| This is not to suggest lhaL
lhe county seat be moved to'
(say) Dearborn Heights; just
to support Commissioners.
Tom Taylor of Westland and
Mary Dumas of Livonia for
their championship of the
idea that a few courtrooms
shnuld be located out this
wa

Commlssmner Thomas P:
ORom“ke notes that many
circuit -courtrooms are emp:
Ly; judges take vacations and
get sick; so there is plenty of
opportunity for judges to
double up on court space un-
il new courtrooms are set
up.
Mrs. Dumas points out
there are 28 circuit judges
w:lh five new ones to be

i
|
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|

CHerilet™ .

wo centuries ago. Today,:

hits its peak

elected in November. Subur-
ban commissioners say the
new seats should go in the
western part of the county,
most likely on county proper-
ty in Westland.

Suburbanites get a raw
deal from their circuit courts
in one important respect.
While circuit courts handle
all of Wayne County’s big
civil cases, they only handle
part of the criminal cases.

Thus, all criminal cases
handled by circuit judges
emanate from the suburbs,
yet all the witnesses, law-
vers, defendants, and par-
ticularly police officers have

. to journey to downtown Det-

roit, with its outrageous
parking fees, to get to a cir-
cuit court.

O'Rourke, Taylor and Mrs.
Dumas are on the right track
in fighting to get five court-
rooms for the western part eof
the county. Less than 20 per
cent of the courtrooms is a
modest demand for 50 per
cent of Wayne County’s popu-
lation to make.

t rising crime rate

ly 10 combat the rising crime
statistics.

1
| Somehow money is avail-
able for increased salaries
fnr various government offi-
cmls Money is available for
trips out of state for oux
elected “representatives,”
fact, money is available (or
just about everything except
beefing up our law enforce-
ment agencies.

. There isn't 2 police agency
in existence that doesn’t need
additional manpower. In this
area, Redford is under-
staifed so is Livonia, and so
is Plymouth. The Michigan.
State Police are under-
staffed, so are the local sher-
iff d ents- in Wayne
and Oakland Counties.

|In recent years, federal
funds have been increased
for police training, for new
equipment, but still, this is
not enough. The federal gov-
emment, along with local
governments, have got to re-
alize priorities. The over:
worked officers in ‘the vari-~
ous departments have been
doing a tremendous job in
keeping crime from " rising
faster than it has.

‘Many local and suburban
communities have reported a
decline in the overall crime
picture, but there ‘are many
categories where there is an
increase. These crimes, rob-
i

|

bery, rape, and assault
could be reduced with addl-
tional police on the streets.

A police officer, forced to
ride alone in a patrol car
during the high crime hours,
late evening to early morn-
ing, has little chance of cut-
ting the crime statistics.

He is alone when he has to
stop a suspicious vehicle, one
of the most dangerous tasks
an officer has to perform.

How can the nelghborhoods
be properly patrolled with a
limited number of patrol
cars available?

As criminals try to move
out of the cities into the sub-
urbs, it is only common
sense that these suburbs re-
quire more police officers.

A recent murder in Livonia
had as its victim a woman
who *“moved out of the inner
city to the safety of the sub-
urbs.”

A ford man just re-
cently, was attacked in the

—driveway of his home as he

unloaded groceries.

Party stores, réstaurants,
persons in parking lots of
shopping centers are falling
victims to criminals.

Perhaps these incidents
would have happened regard-
less of the number of police
on duty. But the only way to
assure a reduction in these
crimes is to put more offi-
cers on the streets.

]

Nixon forgets
hzstory lessons

. j By PHILIP 1. POWER
oo Co-Pubhsher

President Nixon was right. One year of Watergate
is enough.

Yet the very techmques used by the president to
demonstrate his point in the State of the Union speech
last!week are exactly the reasons the Watergate-crisis
will go on and on.

TThe president said: “There will be To recession in
the United States of America.”
et last Friday the government announced that
368,000 people had lost their jobs in January, or a 0.4
per|cent jump in the unemploymenl rate to 5.2 per
cent, the largest one month rise in four years.

On Thursday Herbert Stein, chairman of the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisors, admitted that the adminis-
tration foresees no recession this year because it has re-
jected the popular definition of the term — six con-
secuitive months in which the economy declines.

In the State of the Union speech, the presi
promised to “break the back of the energy crisis” in
and pledged American self - sufficiency in energy
he end of the decade.

Yet on Friday, John C. Sawhill, deputy adminis-
trator of the Federal Energy Office, said the nation
could not break the back of the energy ¢risis this year;
he explained the president had only meant the country
could “get started in 174" toward a solution. of its
engrgy problems.

i Sawhill also explamed the president had not meant
(he United States could supply all its own energy by
1980, but rather the goal is to ‘“‘demonstrate to the
world we can be self - sufficient.”

| Dramatically, the president announced in the State .

of the Union message, “that I have been assured .
!hal an urgent meeting will be called in the 1mmed|ale
fulure to discuss the lifting of the oil embargo.”

i Yet on Thursday, administration officials admitted
Lhey knew of no meeting planned by the Arab oil pro-
duters except a Feb. 14 get - together, which had been
announced back in December, and that there was in
fact no dramatic new development to which the Presi-
dent referred. !

i Yes, one year of Watergate is enough. But the scan-
dal cannot be exorcised by a traditional political speech
which suggests one (hh:g but means something else,
which depends on changed meanings of terms, and
which presents as new and dramatic the old and well
worn.

! The environment in which Watergate flourished was
one in which our very language was devalued - like our
rleclmmg dollar - so that it was used as an inStrument
to conceal meaning rather than to reveal it.

| The president affered us a speech last week in the
same tradition, and sadly and ironically sought to em-
plny these very techniques as reasons for putting Wa-
tergate behind us. !

|"And in so doing, he forgot the philosopher who ob-
served those who fail to learn from hxstory are doomed -
to be trapped by it. !
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meoln fallures

key to success

i
i By HEN'RY HOGAN
} Co-Publisher

There was a man who failed in business in '31.

B SRR

He failed again in business in '33.

He was finally elected to the state legislature in '34,
His sweetheart died in '35.

He had a nervous breakdown in '36.

4
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He was defeated for presidential elector in "40.
He was defeated for Congress in '43.
He was finally elected to Congress in '46.
But he defeated for re-election in *48.
He ran and was defeated for the U.S. Senale in '55.
He was de(azted for the vice presidential nomi-
nation in '56

And he was elen(ed the 16th president of the United
States in 1860. -

1 apologize for repeatmg
these facts, but I think
about them as Feb. 12 ap-
proaches each year.

This repeated fallure was
none other than Abraham
meoln |

‘His record should be an
inspiration to Lhose who
feel that they are always
facing an uphill battle with
few tangible results. ‘

Lincoln, in his own time,
was not considered al great
man. He was accused of
splitting the Repuhllc with
his meddling in what we
now call “civil rights.}’

i Even the speech he
made at Gettysburg was considered trite by the press
of his time.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Yet it has survuved long after its critics were bur-

i
v

i . .That this natlon, under God, shall have a new

bmh ot freedom; and that government of the, people,

by the people for lhe penple shall not perish from the
earth.”

| . P N
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! He ran and was defeated for thé state legislature in :

He was defealed for the speakership in the state

And it is still appropriate today as the democratic”
syslem has been lhreatened over the Jast year and a’




