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.Wayne County’s 1-111111
crime tax pro‘posal

faces flght on local frolnt' .'

An Observer Roudup

A one mill tax for
beefed-up police services
proposed at the Wayne Coun-
ty level is proving unpopular
with Observerland cities and
townshi

Most local governments
here would receive less mon-
ey from the tax split pro-
posed by County Board
Chairman Robert FitzPatrick
than if they were to levy an
equivalent amount of millage

+ themselves.
The county board’s general
i will

'!n Garden City, $140,000

.could be returned to the city.

This is actually $32,000 more
than. the city would get if it
levied the millage itself. Gar-
den City officials, who are in
the middle of police unien ne-
gotiations; are optimistic
about the benefits..

*In Livonia, however, the
picture i3 not .nearly as
bright. That city stands to
receive almost §120,000 less
from a county imposed mil-
lage than if it were to collect
the equivalent tax on its own.
Mayor! Edward H.

hold a public hearing on the
suggestmn Thursday at 7:30
pm. in the Westland' City
Hall, 36601 Ford Road.

As FitzPatrick (D-Detroit)
suggested it, the county
would ask voters to levy a
one mill property tax ($1 per

, 51,000 of state equalized valu-
ation. The county would keep
20 per cent and return 80 per
cent to the 43. cities and
townships on ‘a formula
basis.

Half the local share would
be distributed on the basis of

" each mit’s 1970 population —

. a boon to those umits with
stable or declining popu-
lations. The other half would
be distributed on' the basis of
each unit’s total valuation.

Garden' City and Westland
would appear to.gain by the
formula; Redford Township,
Livonia, the two Plymouths
and Canton Township to lose.

While FitzPatrick argues

that residents would bear-

. less than- half the burden of
the proposed one mill tax be-
cause industry would be re-
quired to pick up a large por-
tion, that argument applies
more to the heavily industri-

- alized communities than to
the more residential Observ-

-terland cities and townships.

1f the public safety tax
plan is successful, this is
what the formula allocation
of money will mean to local
communities:

(_'-a—-—_-\
‘
LEVSTIALIELS]
Advertising
Standards

Adverusing published 1 the o
sarver Newspapest
on the

ver-
usad price. Adveriisecs are swate
of thete canditions.
Adventising that does not con-
10 thase standacds, o that
it decepia or misieading. i3
pavar knowingly accepied
1t any Obsecver reader encoun-
tors. non-comptiance with these
standards, we ask that you in-
form the Acvertrsing Depariment
of this newspaper. and also eall
1he

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
962-6785

Published ia the interest of
truthful adventising by

‘plan,

Ths Gbserver Newspapers

a refused to take a
position in opposition to the
county proposal,, but said
that hesl"not really con-
v-mced that it's good for our
" Livonia “ab-

snlutely needs tHe money,
he said, put admitted that
so-called' ‘have’ dis-

In Rediérd Townshlp. offi-  $23,700

cials -reacted negatively.
That community : would - re-
ceive about $25,000 less under
the county plan than if it
were to léevy 0.8 mill on its
own. Supefvisor Bill Robbins
said the Qlan ends up subsi-
dizing the City of Detroit,
which, heiadmits, does need
the funding, but also benefits
communitfes (such as Dear-
born} which don’t! Under the
Détroit would gain
about §711,000 and Dearborn
would gain nearly $202,000
overa sel( - taxation plan.
*Westland is the only other

Observerland community - -

which would come out on top
if the. cbunty plan is ap-
proved, but even Westland
officials are reticent about

d stands to come
by aboln $36,500 if
ﬁ p!an tis adopted
-imposed 0.8 of a
mill, but Mayor Eugene
McKinney says he has mixed
feelings about the proposal.
“The county planiis basxcally
a oo\m(y revenue sharing
plan,” McKinney
question , a " for
gives Dearborn $600,000 and
Westland| $300,000,” The two
cities are aboul the same

In addi ion, McKmney is

also hesifant because his city -

is already planning 2 local
police

summer.;
'Plymnmh Mayor Beverly

‘ McAninch believes the com-

mission ls “going to have a
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hard time selling”. the one
mill propesal, and in that
city, which will. receive
nearly $7,500 less under the
county plan than it would by
levying the millage locally,
she may be right.

eIn Plymouth Township,
the county plan would result.
in nearly 30 per cent less
money being returned than if
the ‘township levied on its
own. The community would
receive ~ $100,000 from the
county, but could raise
$129,500 locally at the same
cost to residents. Clerk Helen
Richardson feels that while
the proposal may “bail out
the county" she does not see
what it will do for the town-
ship. .

®Also on the short end
would be Canton Township,
which could raise $91,500 if
left to its own devices, but
would get only $67,800 under
the county plan —~ a loss of

Spokesmen for most com-
munities were willing to ad-
mit that more money for po-
lice services was necessary
their own commu-
nities and at the comnty lev-
el, but most are concerned
that the formula ‘propesal
isn't the way to proceed.
‘Westland’s mayor hopes to
see some change in the for-
mula for the distribution of
the mxllage and in the dura-
tion of the millage (a 10-year
period is now part of the pro-
posal) before he could sup-
port the. package. Livonia's
mageo;, t00, remains .uncon-

The Redford Township su-
vervisor : and the Plymouth
Township clerk believe that

the proposal to bring the
matter to the voters in-a spe-
cial election is unwise and
would be costly.

age proposa] this

ELMER E. WEBER,
35061 Drakeshire Place,
Farmmgton, has retired
from Manufacturers Na-
tional Bank of Detroit af-
ter a 47 -year career. We-
ber, a second vice presl-
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