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‘Eqﬁal’..-ffeatmen't is.i;’t

S0 you own this gas station on E)ght Mile Rnad and
times are basaad.

It's winter and your hands get awful cold when
yowre jerking gas, and, your allocation has been
ﬂhﬂpped from whm it was last year, .and.then the oil

the wholesale price -and only a

mpanies bum,
whole' Tt of shouting got the guys at the Cost of Living .

Council to let you the increase on to your custom-
ers, but even then your volume's.down $o much you
can't make it even on the old margin and then - Sweet
Lord; ~ then what do they do?!  ;

Then they tell you that you can’y take care of your
regular customers. You can't save a little gas for the
guy who's been buying from you.for 15 years, or give
him a slip in the line, or make an appointment to fill
him up.

Why" Why? Because it's d:scnmmatory. that's why.

‘To take care of your old customer discriminates
agdinst the out - of - stater, against the guy who's just
cruising. The government passes 'a rule that says you
gotta treat everybody who comes to your station equal-
ly, or else you' "Il get fined. :

And you're mad as hell.

AND I FOR ONE, don't blame you ore bit.

Because you're caught in one of the deepest and po-
tentially most serious confusions In our existence as a
. nation.

A lot of people think that “equal” means the same
thing as “fair.” But it doesn't. i

Of all the ideas propelling the h:slor;( of our country,
equality is surely one of the most impdrtant. The Dec-
laration of Independence Speﬂks of all men being
created equal; the 14th amendment to the Constitution
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of equality is the engine that drives the movement
against racial discrimination.

But push the applicationiof the idea of equality too
far and our common sense notion of fairness is vio-
lated.

The gas station operator; depends absolutely on his
regilar costomers; day in, day out, they ‘sustain his
business, pay his nut. Over the years they have-been
Toyal to him, and its only fair thal during the gas short-
age' this loyalty be" returned — at the cost of (rcanng
casnal customers unequally.; i

j Just how strong this nutwn of fairness is can be
seen by the fact that when the federal government tried
to enforce the strict equality rule, a whole lot of gas
station operators immediately started talking about
shutting down.

CONSIDER TWO other examples of the fairmess —
equality conflict.
All children ought to have equal access to an equally

always f air -

ner city children to bus them m or 30 miles tu ‘and from .
school each day?
All people ought to be treated equally under the law.
~ Yet is it fair to order the cop on the beat to book the
good kid who is caught on a first offense just'like the
repeated offender, when a little chat with the good kid
and his parents might set him straight for life?,

Tenmsuhas
. grown up in
a few xears .

o

These examples help make clear' the
tween equality and fairness that I'm tryingito muke
Equality means just that; everybedy is to be treated al-
iKe, pretty much regardless of circunstances! Fairness

eccentricities

means that peaple are to be treated in with
circumnstances, in ways appropriate to the sltuatlon. in
the context of the re]auonshlp

Equality, if pushed, too hard, can lend to an In-
human kind of soclety, in which each individual is
treated as nothing more than a statistic. Fairness, if
pushed too far, can lead to a society of special privi-
lege, in which class status represses simple humanity,

Both ideas ~ equality and faimess ~ are deeply em-
bedded in the history and ethic of this country. Each is
different; both are somewhat in conflict; and taken to-
gether, each limits the excesses of the other. -

But in this age when the fashion is to talk endlessly
of equality, the older more common sense:netion of
fairness seems to have slipped from our national dxs
course.

Perhaps that's partly why so mnny people are so
* sore and suspicious of our government, which, by for-
bidding gasoline stations to give their loyal customers
special treatment, sacrifices fairness on the altar of
equality and, in the process, devalues both.

pledges equal treatrrient under the law for all; the idea

good education. But is it fair to either suburban or in-

Millagefhiké seems doomed

Crime.

In every survey of people’s
concern about the issues of
the!day, crime leads the list.
All the prosperity, all the
natural beauty in the world,
all the good health man can
develop ~ all of it means
nothing if our streets are so
crime - -ridden that it's un-
safg to walk them, or unsafe
to leave our houses at dusk.

Every public official wifti
his ear to the wind is propos—

ing lu do something about
crime -~ more police, more
courts, ‘more prosecutors,
more equipment.

Taxes.

That's the one thing people
seem to hate more than
crime. Or so it appeared
imm a public hearing last
week when a Wayne County
Bnard of Commissioners
committee sounded out local
sentiment on a proposal to
place a one - mill public

safety tax on the ballot.

Sentiment was unani-
mously. against the proposal
of Board Chairman Robert
FitzPatrick (D-Detraoit), who,
by the way, never showed up
at the session. Another public
hearing is set for the down-
river area, and the scuttle-
butt I get is that the tax
package will be just as vigor-
ously opposed there.

A third public hearing is
planned for Detroit, but if a

Ski bunnyﬁit'akés her Tumps

“Bee all the skiers on the
slopes,” my friend said driv-
ing (hn:\txgh the gate to the

resort.

This is cdlled positive con-
ditioning. As a non - skier I
was about to make my first
run down Some as yet unseen
bunny hill.

“Pull over and let the am-
bulances pass,” I replied in a
commanding backseat driver
tone.

\“Pay no attention,” he
said. “There are days when
hardly anybody gets hurt.”

For years 1 had been tell-
ing my youngsters, assorted
friends and leering enemies
that I would learn to ski.

Someday is a wonderful
put - off word. You can usu-
ally stretch a someday prom-
ise‘into an eternity.

But, suddenly someday had
come.

Trapped!

Now, skiing ini the movies
and on TV looks graceful, an
outdoor sympheny of snow,
air and athlete.

But,  mucking around on
the ground in the plasti¢ ver-
sion of the iron shoe is like
walking to the store with a

. garbage can on each i_nol.

Sc :here 1 am slogging
along to the bunny- slope, a
pair.of skiis on my shoulder,
two poles in one hand, leath-
er gloves, extra socks and
Ace bandages in the other.

The hill didn't look teo bad.
1 mean, 1 had gone down
steeper ones on the seat of
my wool snow pants as a kid.

“At least show rne how Lo

steer,” 1 yelled as'the rest of’

the party shot doivn the hill
like ja flock of Jorathan Liv-
mgslonseagulls .
There was no time. The
skiis had a mind of their
own; Like a, horse heading
for Lhe barn they took off.
Me bn, top ~ at least for the
momem
There was a group at the
bottom of the hill who ap-

peared to be taking bets or,

how: long I.would last before
wnpmg out.

About halfway down a ter-
rifying thought hit me. I

.didn’'t know how to stop.

“You forgot to tell me how
to stop,” I screamed nearing
the tanding strip.

“Bend your kne
the fesponse.

Like a knock - kneed chick-
en [ sailed right by the first

in,"™ was

gmlip wondering if the ste}is
of the lodge would slow the

speed.
‘Then it happened - a per-
fect three point landing

(hips, shoulders and knees) .

on the edge of the pond used
for making snow.

Still, before the evening
was over the runs down bun-
ny hill got to be kind of fun. .

Getting back up was ste-
thing else.

You can only get left at the
chair lift starting gate so

many times before you get 3

Klutz complex. And you can
only be in a tow rope pileup
a couple of times before rea-
lizing that skiing can be a
contact sport.

On the way home, Ace
bandages still in hand, I be-
gan to search for meaning.
Thete had to be something
gained besldes sore muscles.

Indeed!

In the years to come when
1 tell this story-to my grand-
children (an embellished ver-
sion, naturally) T will pause
and then add at the end in a
deep, sartorial tone, *‘Just
remember youn'ens,

to the top in the first place
that takes brains and effort.”
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going
downhill is easy. It's getting-

'

couple of Detroit women who
journeyed to Westland for
Jast week’s hearing are any
indication, the proposal won't
do any better there.

One can understand the
county’s point. of view: It's
under pressure from the
courts to do something about

.the jail; it's. under pressure

on the question of juvenile
facilities; it's threatened by
judges who want to give
their employes generous pay
hikes and thé heck with fis-
cal policy... and it's locked in
on local revenues. /

If the county alone asked
for a tax hike, it wouldn't get
anywhere because it's a re-
mote unit of: government to
most folks -+ no source of
home town pride. So Chair-
man Fitz concocted the idea
of splitting dne mill, 20 per
cent to the county and 80 per
cent to the 43 local cities and
townships in’ Wayne County.
They didn't bite.

One reason was that Fitz-
Patrick came up with a for-
mula that would split the lo-
cal share on the basis of the
1970 census and the annually
changing state equalized
valuations. That clearly
would work against the west-
ern suburbs where populaition
is growing, and in favor of
the older cities where popu-
lation is declining. ,

Another reason is that
many cities haven't levied
taxes up to their charter lime
jts. Their councils simply
don't need to go to the voters
for more money.

A third reason is that Sam
Turner  (D-Detroit), chair-
man of the general govern-
ment committee which con-
ducted the hearing, failed to
push the proposal. He could,
for example, have asked wit-

lesses opposing a one mill
tax whether they would favor
a half - mill; he could have
asked city officials objecting

to the formula whether they isn

would have a different for-
mula. Turner could, in short,
have asked the public for
constructive .alternatives,
but instead he chose to let
the negative evidence pile up
wnegotiated.

Red[ord Township, Li-
vonia, " the two Plymouths
and Canion Township would
all be bettér off asking vot-
ers directly for more police
funds, if they need them
{Redford’s Chiel Edwin
Gleza thinks so), than by go-
ing along with FitzPatrick’s
proposal; and in Westland,
Mayor Gene McKinney has

other ideas to put on the bal- -

lot along with more public
safety. So maybe it's just as
well that FitzPatrick's pro-
posal is allowed to die.

good thing came out of
the heanng The county
board, isolated and money -
hungry in the days when' Al
Zak was chairman, is now-
going into the hinterlands
and talking with us common

* folk. For that it deserves

credit.

S1GN OF THE TIMES..
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‘This has been and will be a very exciting week for
tennis buifs in the metropolitan Detroit area,

For the last several years, the Junior League of
Birmingham has sponsoredithe Virginia Slims Tennis
Tournament. This year it will bring most of the tep
women players in the world to Cobo Hall to compete
for a $50,000 purse. B

To show the growing interest in tennis, four years
ago the sponsors hoped to attract 2,500 people into the
gym at Oakland University.; This Sunday for the finals
g:ﬁ' expect to sell out the:11,000 seat arena at Cobo

THE BILLIE JEAN King - Bobby Riggs match last
fall has not hurt the popularity of tennis, and with Billie
Jean beipg the feature attraction at Cobo this week,
those who failed to make it to the match in Houston
have an opportunity to see the *'superperson™ in action.
Cobo Hall has not been the only area of tennis ac-

In May, something new wnll be added to”profes-
sional tennis ~ world team tenni

Sixteen cities, including Dctrml. have been given
franchises to field teams of three men and three women
who will play 44 matches ovef a period of three and a
half months. Instead of individual competition, the win-
ners will be determined by the total number of games

. won in three events; a women's smgles 'a men’s smgles
4 and a mixed doubles event.

THIS 1S OF SOME sngmhcance this week because
last’ Sunday night at Cenlaur Farms Racquet Club in
West Bloomfield Township,' history was made by the
playing of the first such match between the Detroit en-
try, the Detroit Loves, and a pickup team called the!
Nationals, which included a pon - playing captain by
the name of Billie Jean King..

The pi of the matchwas to see how long it
would actually take and what the hitches were in the
program format so that’ when team tennis starts in
May, they would be able to put on a match within the
2% hours allocated by television.

The 2% hour eventlastedabout four hours, which
showed the commeon sense of having a dress rehearsal
early enough so the program could be pared down.

THERE IS A QUESTION as to whether team tennis
will make it, since it has to attract between 3,000 and
4,000 to Cobo Hallfor each of its 22 home malches.

The owners of the Detroit Loves, Seymour Brode
and Marshall Greenspan, are confident because they
can see how well Detroit has supported the Virginia
Slims tournament over the\lasi couple of years. They
were also fortunate enough in the draft to pick up Rose-
mary Casals, who is one of: the most colorful women's
players on the circuit. .

‘They say tennis is the fastest growing’ participant
sport in America. The fact that the Virginia Slims Ten-
nis circuit expects to attract 11,000 people to Cobo Hall
on Sunday and the fact that the preliminary exhibition
for world team tennis held in a little out of the way ten-
nis house in West Bloomfield attracted an overflow
crowd would indicate that tennis will become increas-
ingly more important as a spectator spnn in the next

X few years,
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Is gas rationing necessary?_

Will Michigan join the rap-
idly growing list of eastern
states that have adopted oul
gasoline rationing during the

past week or 10 days?

That’s the question motor-
ists here have had gn their
lips for a long time, probably
since it first became known
the nation was facing a ma-
jor energy and fuel crisis.

Judging from the way ser-
vice stations have been clos-
ing in the area, it would al-
most seem - that rationing
't necessary. The stations
appear ready to take care of
that matter simply by cut-
ting down the Hburs of oper-
ation, shutting down on the
weekends and certainly clos-

ing the doors when the sup-
ply of gasoline has been sold

More and more of the lat-
ter is happening in-our com-
munities of Livonia,
Plymouth, Redford Town-
ship, Garden City, Wes(land
and Farmington.

Hardly a day passos but
one notlces ‘a’blg sign in
front of large service stations
indicating it Is out of gas and
none be available for
several days.

Without any fanfare the
major distributors have
gradually cut back the sup-
ply to stations. The first cut
was something like 10 per
cent, but then we asked our

l Sense And Nonsense |

A substantial myth in
Armerican society is that per-
sons with a college education
can earn more than others
without a college back-
ground.

But a look at want ads in
the “fernale help wanted™
columns in The . Observer
give a different impression.

For example, women can
go to work in an electronics,
plant for a starting wage of
$2.10' per hour ~ experience
or education not required.

Girls' stil! attending high
school can handle house
cleaning chores for §15 a day -
- or about $2 per hour and
no diploma or collége degree

i

time work, the Plymouth
Community School District is
looking for crossing guards
starting at $2.50 per hour for
three to four hours of work a
day. .

Ir; the same columns, a
suburban children's nursery
school is seeking a woman to

work with preschool chil-’

dren. The candidates must
have two years of college.
‘The pay is $1.60 per hour.

eoo
Was ‘one Observeriand fu-
ﬂm;-gly-u‘;ﬂmm wmpeﬁ
»
when they called the police

favorite gas station manager 'porarily closed awaiting de-
on Schooleraft what his sita- livery of the next shipment.
alion was and received a . As long as motorists have
prompt answer: “a 27 per to drive here and there to
cem cutback a few days _find stations open, then there
ago.” :shouldn't be any meed of ra-
The natural question was |tioning, Such searches would
“What do you do now?” keep motorists from driving
“We have been forced to and automatically cut back
cut our hours drastically, use.
close down.on the weekends ~ Who in the area would take
and hope our supplier doesn't a chance of driving 15 or 20
give us another slash. This miles in the various commu-
makes things miserable but nities and discover most sta-
we have to go along. It tions closed and those open
means cutting the hours of with long lines. Better to

all employes, furloughing stay home and conserve -

some, giving a week off and what gasoline you have in
then back to work for a week the tank and theh make sure
while someone else takes off. when you can get some at
It's a'far cry from the busi-, your favorite station.
ness situation of last spring ~ We have been much
and summer and no in- amazed as the long lines of
dication when it will ease or cars gathered in front of cut
end, Perhaps the best thifg - rate stations, such as the,
would be to close the station one on Plymouth Road be-
and look for something else. tween Farmington and Stark.
But then this has been my Folks get in line almost as
livelihood for- so long, I soonas a new supply of gaso-
would.n‘t know where to line arrives, taking a chance
on getting a traffic ticket for
That fram a man who has obstructing traffic and, more
been in the business for 150r than that, taking a chance
more years and suddenly has the supply will be gone be-
had the rug lifted out from fore they get to the pumps.
under him. Stations are cutting down

Which comes back to "the hours, cut - rate operations -
original question of whether go only as long as the supply

rationing is necessary in the lasts..it seems ‘the
State of Michigan.

stations

rahomng:nlhomslalelaws R
1t g that such action ' Which brings one to-ques-
Wou ]mppea.ls“msary in this tion the plan used in the east-
particular section of the em states - cars with the
state. Drive along main thor- last number in the license
oughfares in Farmington, plate odd getting gas one day
Garden City, Plymouth or Li- and even numbers the

story Is ‘the Whathnppemumemnm
same Some stations - are Tuns out

ut ' consistently
open and seem to have some even day? Get ready (or lhe

gasoline and others are tem- Tiots!

I3 - v

are doing an excellent job of *

’ .




