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BY MARGARET MILLER

For' Observerland women
whose lives are bounded by
today’s suburban pursuits,
it's just a short drive to the
18th century and colonial
America.

They can spend a day
learning, with a mother and
daughter who have devoted a
lot of study to the period,

what it was like to be a pie-’

neer woman.

And by sundown our local
women, like_ their colonial
counterparts, will have dyed
wool for a warm garment,
dipped beeswax candles,
made soap from lye and fat
and cooked Brunswick stew,
spoon bread and boiled pud-
ding with hard sauce.

The colonial day workshop
Is the project of Mrs. Peg
Harding of Farmington and
her daughter, Mrs. Lois Mit-
chell of Plymouth.

On many Saturdays — the
schedule is flexible to accom-
odate those interested — they
work with a group of six to
10 local residents, super-
vising them in the colonial
woman - work and providing
a " wealth “'of information

- about life in those times.

On a recent Saturday there

|
was plenty of colonial - type
activity in.Mrs. Mitchell's
antique - filled home.

Mrs. Edna Grainer had

come from Farmington with
her daughter; Jackie, a stu-
dent at Harrison High
School. Mrs. :Meriam Gard-
ner-had driven in from Dun-
dee, and Mrs. Marie Harri-
son of Farmington joined twa
daughters - in - law, Joan
Harrison of Livonia and Lee
Harrison of Aqn Arbor.

They carefully tied some of
the wool Lois had spun and
used cochineal to dye it red
and marguerite flowers for a
pretty yellow. They dipped
candles and sore arm mus-
cles told them it’s not all
that easy to plunge the wicks
into hot wax 46 or more
times, and then wind up with
short candles because
are limited by the depth of
the iron pot. |

In the intricate process of
soap - making, they realized
that for women in colonial
times cleanliness had to be
next to hard work: They ex-
perienced an old - time cook-
ing failure in their attempt
at spoon bread, but the stew
and boiled pudding were de-
licious. .
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Peg Harding and Lols Mit-*

chell came to their colonial
days programs through dif-
ferent paths of interest in
that period of history.

An avid collector of an-. Wom

tiques for 25 .years, Mrs.
Harding has in recent years
been ‘lecturing on “Women
and their Heritage" before
church and club groups and
in schools.

Her daughter, wife of an
architectural student and
mother of two small boys,
had grown up with a love of
antiques and developed an
interest in weaving, which in
tun led to learning about
various methods of spinning

and dying wool.

She also lectures on weav-
ing and teaches classes

the art, and last yearj she
and her mother started
thinking about a day - long
vorkshop that would : give
en the “feel” of life in
the earlier times.

“We wanted to do it wel
50 it took a lot of research to
put together,” Mrs. Mitchell
said. “We tried to pick things
that could be worked into a
day’s time and would give a
good representation of the
work colonial women hsd to
do.

“That Tet out spmmng and
weaving because it takes too
long, but the candlemaking
was ideal and dying the wool

“ colild be managed.
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WOMAN'S WORK in colonial days is the
theme of workshops conducted by Mrs. Peg
Harding (above, left) and her daughter, Mrs.
Lois Mitchell, shown with some of the spinning
and weaving tools of ‘that earlier time. At the
right, above, Mrs. Joan Harrison of Livonia
dips beeswax candles, and below, her mother
-in -law, Mrs.:Marie Harrison of Farmington,
helps Mrs. Mitchell stir soap in a heavy kettle.
(Photos by Doug Johnson)

try thern again at home.
i .

After 10 years of having girl scouts in the family, I
thought I had had every mother’s eye view of the pro-
gram. .

I was wrong. It wasn't until this month that I found
out how it feels when it's your daughter taking the re-
sponsibility - well, half of it, anyway - for a bunch of
junior girl scouts on a camping trip.

We've been involved in lots of winter; camp week-
ends, but T don't ever remember such préparakluns on
any of them.

And T felt mlgmy close to the operauon though I
didn't pack a pair of socks or drive a mile. '

Our new adult and her co-leader, an almost-as-new
adult, probably were as excited as any of their young
charges.. “We never realized before how| much there
was to do to get ready,” they explained. |

Besides tbe inevitable Girl Scout caper charts, lhey
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made food charts.and driver- charts and time charts. .

“Have to keep them busy,” they said.

And T went back to my old tricks-of worrying
about the driving. The prospect of their driving: to
camp, each with a carful of little scouts, was a bit un-
nerving.

As it turned out, lhey went up on a gloriously sunny
winter day, but came home in a Sunday snowstorm.

T must admit T had seldom been happler to se¢ a
car pull into the drive, and she even was home in l\m:
1o play in a scheduled Sunday afternoon concert.

All reports indicated a most successful weekend. |

But the leader in our family came home with a fer-
rible cold, and when the next meeting day rolled around
it turned out that half her troop shared the ailment. !

Par for the course for winter camp, I guess. Some
day 1 may learn what to expect. - :

~ Margaret Miller

vonia father,
son help drive

to aid crippled

A Livonia father and son Sue Ann Reese,

sevén of

WARREN AND DEVIN STRONG were on
hand for the press conference mamlaunched
the 1974 "Gift of Therapy”. drive for the Metro-
politan Society for Cnppled Children and
Adults in western Wayne County. (Observer
photo by Harry Mauthe)

are in the forefront of the
current Crippled Children's
Seal fund drive in western
Wayne County.

Warren T. Strong,a sys-
tems engineer, an active
member of the parents group
in the Metropolitan Society
for Crippled Children and a
cubmaster in his spare time,
is chairman of the drive in
this area.

His nine - year - old son,
Devin, is one of three chil-
dren picked to .represent

m Wayne County for
the Me!ropuhlan Society
drive.

Devin has been attending
the society’s fal classes
at 17330 Schaefer, Detroit, to
receive physical and occupa-
tional therapy for seven
years. He Is in the third
grade at Botsford School in
the Clarenceville district,
where be and his fatber are
active in Cub Pack 287.

The other children repre-’

senting the area are six -
year - old Mark Argue of
Westland, who goes to kin-

;dergarten at Stottlemyer " in

the Wayne - Westland district

and has been receiving de-
velopmental therapy at the
society for two years, and

Dearborn.

The local seal fund dnve
was launchéd with a press
conference in Huck's Bava-
rian Inn in Redford Town-
ship. It will continue through
February. A similar drive in
South Oakland County is
being headed by William A.
Penner, Birmingham banker.

Strong, in launching the
drive in Wayne County, em-
phasized that the Metropoli-
tan Society is an mdependent
voluntary health urganm-
tion.

It seeks public suppon to
continue services -to the
handicapped through use of
the purple and white
Crippled Children’s _Seals,
which are being mailed to
residents of the area. -

When a donation is ‘made

for the seals, the doror is *

giving a “Gilt of Therapy” to
handicapped children’ and
adults. 1

Strong and his -wife, Pa-
mela, have been active in the
society’s parents groupisince
it was organized, and he
served in 198. :

s
In 1970 he was elected to

the Metropolitan Society’s
board of directors.

to 10 at a time, and six is an
ideal number. The two lead-
ers each take half the group
and direct thejactivities, sup-
plying extra tidbits of colo-
nial information while the
work goes on.

*““We keep them busy,” she
added, “and they really have
to keep moving to get al
that done in a day. They do
the work — we are strictly
supervisors.”

The workshops cosl 20 and
the women take home, in ad-
dition to their wool and soap
and candles, recipes for colo-
nial cooking and specific di-

+ections * for  the - dctivities

they engaged in so’ they can

Women interested in par-
ticipating in one of the colo-
nial days may call Mrs. Mit-
chell at 264 Ann, Plymouth.

“Everyone has been very
enthusiastic,” she reported.
“They really get into the
spirit of the thing and work
hard to learn and get every-
thing done.

“But, you know, a lot of
the women say they've
changed their mind about Lhe
good old days.

“It's fun to spend a day
dom%, such work, edv tell

ut they are glad they
don't have to function ‘that
way all the time. They're
glad to get back to their
‘modern conveniences."

For a distinctive dining room of traditional
charm and hospitality, choose Ethan’ Allen's
Heirloom grouping in sunny nutmeg finish!

42" Round Extension Table with ﬂnﬁee Formica top,
Chairs.

and four Mates
Regularly $299.50
D Sink 5. 818550

SALE £259.50
SALE'$159.50

BANKAMERICARD-PLUS ® MASTERCHARGE
OR CO§\’ENIERTTER!IS

Last 10 Days!

EthanAllen

Home Fashion

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY TIL 8 SATURDAY TILS:
SUNDAY 12 T0 4 — FOR BROWSING

Michigan’s Largest Ethan Alvlien Dealer

LIVONIA

15700 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
Just North of Five Mile Road
PHONE 4223770

UTICA

50170 VAN DVKE
Batween 22 and 23 Mite Roads
PHDNE 739-6100




