" Volume 85, Number 39

Moodsy, Masch4, 1974

Farmington H1lls pollcee

.

By DAN McCOSH

The -Farmington Hills police deﬁar,l-
ment has been shaken by an in-

vestigation on an alleged embezzle-

. ment of an estimated $1,900 in funds
handled by the department.

As of Friday, Lt. William Kelly, the’

" officer who ongmally discovered the
money missing, was appealing 2 12
.day suspension given by Public Safety
Director Ronald Holko, who charged
* Kelly' withe. “breaking department
rules” during the investigation.

Kelly's attomey,. Robert C. Zack,

who represents the Sergegnt’s and g

Lieutenants Assn., said Kelly “‘felt
report was being suppressed.”” A: of

- Thursday, the day following his sus- "

pension, Zack said‘Kelly told him he
‘dldn‘L khow«hat was bemgiune to
investigate the matfer.”
. oo
THE MISSING meney.'was a short-
age in the-receipts turned over to the
city finance department. '

The police department takes in ap-
proximately $8,000 per year in fees ,
imainly from charges for copies of po-
lice repons going to insurance com-

panies.

The money“ns- taker- in at the
records bureau and is eventually
transferred to lhe city treasurer’s oi—
ﬁce ‘-

Kelly was asslgned to the recurds‘

%mary by Holko,.

(rum his fo ition as head of
patrol.

bureau in

There are three mp administrative

posts in the department, and Holko -

said it has been his, policy to rotate
the assignments to {rain his lieuten-
ants in all phases of the operation.

‘Lt. Thomas Schriber took over Kel-
1y's job on Eatrol. :

ACCORDING,TO ZACK, Kelly re-
ceived a tip Friday, Feb. 22 Nthat
there was “money missing” from the
records hureau receipts.

The followmg Monday, Kelly tallied
the receipts in his department record
book, and he felt the total did not
agree wit eipts tumed into Fi-
nance Direclor, Charles Rosch.

© City Manager George Majoros said
at this point, he was informed of the
dscrepency, and he and Rosch began
dn investigation to determine if delib-
erate alterations-to the records had
been made. -

“The finance department détermined
approximately §1,900° was missing
over' a 14 - month penod Majoros

said,

They d\scovered evtdence lhe short—
-~ age was apparently deliberate on
Tuesday, Majoros sald .and initiated
amnvcstlgation .

e
i

. “THERE IS REALLY no question a
crime had been committed,” Majaras
sa!d

- fidential” ,

He saxd LL Russell Conway was di; .
rected to begin an internal uf
vestigation of the department. “‘Cohs .
way was interviewing department em-
ployes when Kelly filed his report,”
Majoros said.

‘The report referred to was an effort
by Kelly to file a routine felony report
on the"case and eriter it on the police
1o, a public record.

The reports and logs are normally
handled in the records department,
the same one which, according to Ma-
joms. was being investigated at. that

Kel]y S. alwrney said Kelly returned
hat evening and had found his report*
had been removed from a cadet’s
typewriter by the diréctor, and the
log entry removed. Holko said the log
eniry .had been changed to “con-
ot removed.

“Kelly's primary motivation (in fil-
ing the official report) was he feit the

*'matter was bemg suppressed,” Zack

said.
Kelly was suspended the following
day by Holko for alleged violation of

- depariment rules. Holko said he

would not comment on the charges,
because an investigation and & Srnb-
able grievance hearing was coming

He said Kelly had. “released cqn-
fidential- information on- an -in-
vestigation”, and
ment was cogcerneg/there was no di
ference between internal and
regular criminal investigation, !

MAYOR ROBERT MCCONNELL
confirmed council had been informed
of -the' matter 'as early as Monday,
and there was an immediate”effort to
mvesugate, not suppress, the em-.
bezzlement. .

“We were auemphng to act in a
way 1o protect the public interest
he sai

e embezzlement. mvesuganon is
proceeding, Holko said. . /

o employes in 'the department
have recently resigned, but there is
no mdmauon ‘the resignations were

with the

Aﬂer Kelly came to Zack following
his suspension, Zack, Kelly and fellow
members of the police -association
filed a report on the matter with the
state police deparfment.

State police have "assigned an in-
vestigation team to the.case. Holko
said the county prosecutor, the state
police and the Hills depanmenl are
now "cooperatmg on the in-
wsugﬂhon

Sources within the pohce depart»
ment indicate a long - standing feud
between the director and Kelly.

Holko acknowledged some 'dis-
agreement, but added, I don't have

to like someone to work with him, as .

long as he does his job. That's the
way [ run the department.” : .

Observer &Eccentrlc

has more local news

(e

.‘l'his is the first ediLiun of the’Farm-.

ington Observer & Eccentric. The
change is more than just a new name
for Farmington's local hometown
newspaper. A
Coming out on Mondays and
/ Thursdays, there will be a bright new
format and greatly expanded Tocal,
hews coverage. ;
> ~~We hope to continué the tradition of
community news and service set by
the Farmington Enterprise and by the
Enterprise and Observer -- nearly a
hundred years 6f Tecording the hap-
penings in Farmington.
“The Farminglon Observer & Ee.’
centric will be published out of a new

" office currently occupied by the

Southf eld Observer & Eccentric, at
Mile Rd., just east-of
Sou!hﬁeld Rd in Soulhheld

. 'Within a month, plans are to setfle’
"3t 2170 W. Nile MiloRd., near Lah-
ser,a short drive from Farmmgton

Our new staff includes Mrs: Lor—
ﬁine McClish, wm will, edn the womn-

en’s pages; Carl S(oddard and Nancy
Stein. News editor is Dan McCosh.

Readers accustomed to our old ties

wit Wayne, County will find a new em-*
phasis on Oakland County affsirs and *

surrounding communities, made pos-
sible by our new affiliation with the
Eccentric group of newspapers.

The new Monday paper will feature
more local personalities, local-news

d upcoming events for the week i

“Rarmington.

The new editions w:ll be publ:shed
twice a week,. on Mondays. and
Thulsdays. a chnge from the current

nday
schedule.

tures of weekend local prep contests
on Monday,. three days earlier than
now. o :

"“That adds' up to ‘an improved
newspaper, both jn size and quality,
for the readers who have come to
trust us,” said co-publisher Philip H.

N

far as the depart-

« seat. The dis
Sports fans will get details and pie-,

mVestlgatlon shakes up - d

I
b
|
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partment

Grand River Ave. looked like this in 1870, two years before a
ﬂre Ievaled most of the bul]dlngs in the pictire. The folks. -

ls on'3A
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Commuhity 'center luncheo
klcks off annual fund, dl‘lV

- The annual 1und -raising ghve for
Lhe Farmington Community Center,
kicked off Monday, will be headed by
“Delos Hamlin and Mrs. Grace Rich-
ardsop.

The dfive ns an effort fo ralse'
475,000 for-the center, according to.

Robert Amori, [president of the center
board. -
Hamlin: was _formerly” known as
“Mr. Oakland County" because of his
long term with the’ Oakland County
Board of Supervisors and the Oak]and
County DPW.

He served as mayor of the City of

. ‘Farmington- flom 1942 to 1951, is a

past master of the Masonic Lodge and
a member of
Club. He hasfalso served on many
state committees. ©- -
Mrs Richardson - is currently
as cliairman*of the Farm-
mgtan Hills planning commission. She,
is also well known as a founder and
former president of ‘the Farmington
Soroptimist Club.. She helped in-
augurate the Farmington' Town Hall
series. ., .

Brodhead |

State Rep. ‘W\lham M. Brodhead
(D- Detroit) will seck the Democratic
nomination for the 17th Congressional
District - seat-jcurrently held by D.S.
Rep. Martha’ anﬁlhs (D - Farm-
mgwm .

<

the Elks ‘and' Exchange -

She has also been active in the- Del—
roit Hearing and Speech Center, the
Farmington YMCA, the Farmington
Garden Club’ and the Farmmglon
Hills Beautification committee.

The' ‘community center has grown in
five years to provide -programs that
now attract more than 73,000 people
each year to its five acre facility on
Farimington Rd. near 10 Mile Rd. :
The fund drive quota-is aimed at

- raising $40,000 for center nperauqns

and 35,000 for expansion of the facl1
ities.

Mrs. Rose Dollbols was recéntly aﬂ-
pointed secretary of the center board!
“The 1974 -campaign is-organized to
help eliminate many minor fund rais-

rograms usually scheduled” dqr—
lng the year,” she explained. .

Section chairmen for residential cal-.
lections are: Mrs. Edward Moseman,
Mrs. Will & Schwehr,. Dr. William
Brown, Mrs. Paul Lentz, Mrs. Shelden
Green, Mrs. Paul Braunstein, Mrs.
Dwight Gordon, Mrs. John Allen, Mrs!
Johy Lapham, Mrs. V. J. Geraci and

How dnwnlown Farmmgton loo ed in 1870

plcluzed are hanging about in front of Powefs general stora
" Note the young maglth therifleas long asheis atd efar lef’

\t,‘

MRS. GRACE RICHARDSON

: x -
are David McCabe, Herbert Shapiro, .
Earl Billings, Emil Coolidge, Richard
’Blakeney and Robert Van Every.
sectmn hai is

Mrs. Milo Karku. Business chai

_W1ll seek

ment .and*is. a member of the com«
mittees on judiciary and labor. \

Prior to his election, Brodhead was,
an attorney for the Detroit Dept. of.
Street Railways (DSR). He is a gradA
uate of Wayne State University ami
the University of - Michigan Law] ~

Mrs. anmhs recent]y annnunced?\% ool.

she will not lseek reelection to the

rict includes northwest
Detroit, ord Township, Farm-
ington, Farmington Hllls and South-
field, \

Brodhead, 32, was elecled to the

State House in 1970 as the first Demo-
crat elected from his district and was

“For two decades Martha anﬁlhs‘
has served us admirably in Washmg-}
tnn ** .Brodhead $aid. announciggf hisi
candidacy.- “As a member thel

. House Ways and Means Committee,

she has been:one of, the. Tnost il
fliential forcés in Congress: She will
bedeeplymlssedbyallofus"

““The most 4mportant role that I

,perform asa leg\slawr is listening to

reelected in 1972. He is chal of

the su

lhe¢Hopse on c_ity govern-

seat
iné for leglsliuon to - meet  their:
needs,” he continued. “As.a congress- ,

man, I.will continue my efforts .to
genmnely represents the interests of

all cmzens ~ mnot. s interest.
. groups.” - -
Critical of prese federal gcvem

ment policies, Brodhead said, "
only has to'look at inflation,” [uel
shortages, and'skyrocketing prices to
see the disastrous effects o( current ¢
economic policies. v

*As workers are laid off in increas-

_mgly large numbers, as the fixed in-

comes of retirees’ dwindle , -and as
new Watergate - related scandalsiare
revealed, we see- more -clearly the
need.to put government in order and
focus our attention on the needs and
y}'oblems of the average citizen."”

Mrs. _Edwin Oglesby,
Davey will contact chy
Publicity  chairmg
Pryor

‘ and Mrs, Max -
irches. M
in s Rlchnrd
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