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Hockey death touches heart of entire area

A galvanized three ounce rubber
disk, one ‘inch thick and three inche$
in diameter. spelled death for a 13.-
wvear - old Livonia hockey player.

The Michigan hockey scene. the en-
tire Livonia area and a certain ban-
tam hockey team ‘were struck by
death with the James Phillips family
robbed of its most cherished posses-
sion.

John Phillips’ life was cheated short
by that three ounce disk - a life
snuffed out after only 13 years.

“When death strikes down the in-
nocent and young. for every fragile
form from which he lets the: panting
spirit {ree. a hundred virtues rise. in
shapes of mercy. charity. and lové. to
walk the world. and bless it.” wrote
Charles Dickens in Ibid.

Death hit John Phillips unexpec-
tedly. while playing his favorite sport
for the Slasor Bantams in a state
tourney at Warren Arena.

“It was a freak accident,” com-’
mented the Stasor Coach Howard Sla-
sor.*John was checked to the ice in
front of the opposition's net and at
that moment one of boys let go with a
shot from the blue line. Jon lifted his
head, with the puck striking him in
the back of the neck.

The 13 year-old Lowel! Junior High
student died a few hours later of a
broken neck.

The Slasor team went on to win the
contest. 14-0. over Livonia. not aware
of their teammate’s fate.

“1 learned of John's death after the
game.” said the Slasor coach who in-
formed the kids in the locker rogm af-
ter the game “that John would not be
pla\ ing with us anymore - that he had

l then had to leave the room and
let the kids have the atmosphere to
themselves. About 10 minutes later 1
returned and we decided to withdraw
from the state tourney.

~But we got a phone call from Mrs.
Phillips and she wanted us to continue
in the tourney because John would
have wanted it that way.”

The Slasor team went on to win the
next three games and win the tourney

and in these few days with the funeral

and cemetery walk approaching,
Coach Slasor commented that he
watched his entire team of 13 and 14
year - olds turn into men.

A memorial fund has been started
in honor of the Phillips boy and all
No. 10°s in the Slasor hockey associ-
ation have been retired.

“The team is really a close bunch.™
added the Slasor coach. “Nobody
could sit down afterwdrds and reason
out why it had to or did happen.”

John's older brother Paul - a senior
at Livonia Churchill. decided to hang
up his skates after the accident.

“Paul jusl decided- to turn in his
uniform,” said the Churchill High
hockey coach Adam Mitchell. “and
couldn't blame him one bit.”

STEVENSON GOALIE Curt Downs klcked away 33 shots in
ushing the Spartans to a 5-3 victory over Franklin in the George
Gee championship finale. {Staff photo by Tom Donoghue)
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' Kawasaki G-5
{:100cc enduro

Builtand priced for the first-tima
-} rider. Compact, lightwaight and
g easy to handle, the G-5 will help
You find the good times an the
trait and on the street. Features
g @ smooth, quiat 99cc engine,
| rugged 5-speed transmission.
" convenien} halmet hoider and
floxible plastic front fenders.

FANTASTIC GAS MILEAGE!
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KAWASAKI 90 CG 6-3
REGISTERED UP TO 110MILES
PER GALLON
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It was the week of the George Gee
prep hockey tourney and Paul turned
in his uniform to Coach Mitchell but
asked if he could still be part of the
team - a.team that would probably
have had John on the roster in two
years.

The Slasor Bantam crew hrought
home its state tourntey trophies minus
one player, and instead of turning out
for a celebration feast - it was time to
pay tribute and last respects to a
teammateand friend.

1 went to the funeral home without
knowing what to write about or just
what to ask his teammates.

Alter conferring Wwith the coach. I
was given the opportunity to talk to
some of John's teammates.

The following are some of the from
the heart statements from his fellow
13 and 14 - year - old friends:

T just can't stop from crying - it
just doesn't seem right. Why did
Johnny have to die?" “Johnny looks
like he is happy where he is now and
he sort of has that expression on his
face that he would like to get up and
check somebody."*

“We are going ‘to bring home that
national trophy for Johnny. We. are
playing for Johnny now and are going
to give it all we have and then some -
we loved Johnny."™

“Johnny was just a great guy and.
boy. did he ever love ketchup. He
could eat and drink ketchup all day. I
don't think I'll ever be able to forget
what has just happened.” -

“We love that Johnny and his par-
ents - his mother is like a mother to
all of us. I sure do hope the tearn can
still find a place in her heart.”

1 can't believe it - I have just lost
my best friend and I just can't figure
out why. why - I just don't know.™

These were some of the remarks
that came out of the very solemn 13
and 14 - year- olds. The following day
Johnny was buried with his No. 10
uniform and his state tourney trophy
with him.

There has been some question of
whether John's brother Paul should
have made a quick decision to quit
hockey - never to play again the game

. that took the breath away from his

brother.

Paul and only Paul is the only per-
son that could decide and find it in his
heart - a heart that has been torn be-
cause the game he loved took his
brother's life.

One said that Johnny \wuld have
probably wanted his brother to contin-
ueon.

This is something that will only be
answered by a research of the heart
and a glance at the grave that has
uniform No. 10, a hockey trophy and a
13- year - old hockey player.

George Gee
Tourney

STEVENSON 3
CHURCHILL 5
(Semi-final game)

sisted), 9:04; Steveason
archl - Veascy (Fom, i, PENAL
1; Hilouan (S)

" THIRD PERIOD
{G: Steveason - Mellmarray (massisted
Stevenson - Hiliman madted). 16 s

Mellmarra;

vess). IL:18: Bentley

ALTY: Barta (Fh, 28

'SECOND PERIOD
PENALTIES: Garbutt (F),

SCORING: Frankiin - Livesay {5 ety €8 pest
PENALTIES: Anderson

ley - Soboda (Suevems), 10:M.
B), 2:52 L-Mun 5:43. -
o OVERTIME
NOSCORING. NO PENALTIES,
ECOND OVERTIME
NO SCORING. NO PENALTIES.
THIRD!

SCOAING: Fraaklla - K:d 1”“!\,!:5‘
STEVENSON 5
FRANKLIN 3

{Champlonship game)

1H:31: Skipp
HiS1; Fraskiin (F1, owghlng 1051,

. 'I'wl‘ Tipl, Quips

By Doc Minard
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Northville Downs may not set the
world on fire with its nightly average
mutuel handle but the fact remains
that the suburban half-mile plam
wound up its winter meeting with plus
percentages for wagering and a(tend
ance.

That just has to be something dif-
ferent for this section of the country
at this time of the year.

The "Downs showed an 11 per cent
increase at the mutuel machines with
a nightly average of $306.080 com-
pared to the $273.345 of a year ago.
Thus, with all the talk and the hulla-
baloo of. the tremendous season at
Windsor, one finds that Northville did
quite well for itself even with its unfa-
vorable location.

‘Where Windsor actually reported a
slight dip in attendance, the 'Downs
showed a two per cent increase with
an average of 3,126 compared to the
3,057 of 1973.

Thus, despite the fact that it was
operating on Sunday afternoons and
had a matinee and night doubleheader
on Saturdays, Windsor didn't make
the major inroads that one would
have thought.

All of which brings to mind that
Michigan could just about shut down
Windsor if Wolveride Raceway or Ha-
zel Park would accept winter dates
and furnish the competition necessary
to make the Canadian lrack say

“uncle™.

‘There may be a time in the not too
distant future when Michigan will pro-
vide that kind of competition for its
Canadian rival...a time when Sunday
racing is legalized. when thorough-
breds will give Windsor a battle for
the betting dollars. When that hap-
pens then we say Windsor will have to

pull in its oars and drop back to sec-
ond rate programs. That's where it
would be right now if it wasn't for the
American dollars going through the
mutue} machines.

- Gelting back to the final night at

Northville which brought out a num-
ber of interesting things.

In the first place the trifecta paid a
big $1.312 to the three lucky ticket
holders and that represents the big-
gest payoff in the track’s history for
that gimmick. Then there was a
$1,096.20 price on one of the perfectas
to keep the longshot bettors in a hap-
py mood.

And would you believe it
Rader won a $2.750 pace in .
three lengths and that -was the fastest
clocking of the entire meeting and an-
other boost for the fine work of
George Rattenbury in getting the
half-mile racing surface in top condi-
tion.

Rex Putnam, of Davison, sat out
the final fight of racing and-backed
into the driving championship with a
winning percentage of .491. It was his
first title and he built up a big lead
over second place Russ Nye., of To-
ledo. on the first two nights of the
then coasted in.
ad to win his two starts.on the
closmg night to move past Putnam
but was qulckly eliminated when he
finished second in the third race and
that was it.

Youthful Charley Smith. the
19-year-old Northville driver who still
carries a provisional permit, was the
winningest reinsman with a total of 32

firsts, atmost double that of his near-

est rival.

Charley's feat is all the more re-
markable when one considers he was
just tearning how to drive a year ago

Area roller skaters
capture novice titles

Michael Oliver of Plymouth and his
partner. Karen Kullian of Garden
City, skated to first place honors re-
cently in the artistic roller skating,

sub - novice dance division of the In-+

diana - Illinois open invitational meet
held at Meirose Park. Ili.

‘They were among several area ska-
ters winning honors against nearly 150
other competitors from a six state
area. The U. S. Amateur Roller Skat-
ing Assn. sanctioned the meet.

Oliver also took second place in the
sub - novice boys free style and nov-
ice boys figures.. Karen won first
place in girls free style and figures.

Other area skaters placing in their
divisions were: Cindy Hurley of West-
land. first place in ladies " dance:
Laura Coleman of Westland. first
place in novice girls free style .znd

Plymouth grad
voted captain

Shortstop Pat Cunningham- of
Plymouth has been voted one of the
tri - captains of the 1974 Kalamazoo
College baseball team.

He missed last season due to parti-
cipation in the college’s foreign study
program. Cunmngham was co - cap-
tain of this year's hornet basketball
squad and recently received all -
MIAA honorable mention recogmtlon

The Kalamazoo. baseball team w1ll
return this week from an eight - game
pre - season trip to Alabama.

ladies pair free style (with Diane
MclIntyre); Debbie Kullian of Garden
City. first place in novice girls fig-
ures: Melissa Mazie of Garden City.
first place in juvenile dance (with
Patrick McCarthy): Doug and Phyllis
Hail of Garden City. second place in
intra dance: and Debbie Kullian. sub -
novice dance (with Jerry Hautman).

All the local skaters are members
of the Lakeview Figure and Dance
Club of Brighton.

and now is ranked as one of the most
promising  youngsters to develop in
Michigan in a long time.

Hazel Park opened its 82-night sea-
son Thursday with a crowd of 6.826 in
the 8s‘;sands and'a total handle of

.That was quite a bit below the
10,000 figure of General Manager Har-
old Duris but then the weather wasn
that good either. The wagering was
almost double the $315.833 at North-
ville Downs the night before.

Strange as it may sound. several of
the winners were horses that had just
shipped crosstown from Northville 2
few days before. These included: Guy
Amy ($21.801. Star Reporter (S12.80.
Para B (520). Moon Bonnie 1525). and
Timely Mortgage (§11.201.

All of which kind of makes one be
lieve the stock-at Northville Downs
wasn't as bad as many folks would
have you believe.

‘Kawasaki
'74
is here!

‘New 1974 Kawasaki
motorcycles
now on display.
See our full line and
let the good times roll.

KAWASAKI

LETS THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

IRUTTVIA

24732 FORD RD.
DEARBORN HTS.

278-5093

7

FORTHE
MAN WHO
WANTSTO GO
PLACES!

™ 125 Don't wat too teng! Tne gas | |
INSTOCK snortage 1s depleting our . | |
forimmediate ventory of ‘74 modals. A faw
Defivery *73 models teft.
LIVONIA'S LARGEST SUZUKI DEALER
Jonimo, Inc. wor,. ea. ||
27790J0Y ROAD SATURDAY §|
LIVONIA 4257952 s )

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

GET DUR PRICE BEFORE YOU BUY
‘Spacialpring Prices

Swimming pool ‘fancing avail-

able; also a varisty of wood

fences,
FREE ESTIMATES

Call 937-8500

21070 Fﬂ

Group Tennis Lessons

Non-Members Welcome
Programs for beginners to advanced players, all ages

Call

‘- 6 week sessions Begin Aprif 1-7

476-6446

Private Lessons Available

PRAGTIBE(\:\HTH
EVERY SATUHDAY

WH]HLPOOLSAUNAS o SUPERVISED NURSERY

Tathungtom‘l{,acquet, Club:

22777 Farmington Road @ Farmington, Michigan 48024 @ Phone 476-6446  °
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