Winter daylight time killed

By REP. RAY BAKER
(R-Farmington) s

Michigan will be exempt from win-
ter daylight savings time beginning
next fall because of a bill signed into
law by goveinor Milliken.

Under the - provisions of the bill,
Michigan residents will turn their
clocks back an hour on the last Sun-
day -in October. We will remain on
Eastern Standard Time until the last
Sunday in April of 1975,

Michigan became the first state in
the pation to exempt itseif from the
fedérally imposed yvear-round daylight

savings time which. at the time it was’

imposed. was said to be an energy
conservation. measure. Sirice the
vear-round fast time was imposed in
January. we have seen this measure
cause many problems- and at the
same time the major power com-
panies reported minimal energy sav-

5

The state police have proven sta-
tistically that an increase in accidents
involving 'pedestrians walking during
the pre-dawn- hours was directly re-
lated to the imposmnn of the fast
time.
e

THE GOVERNOR also signed into

law a bill allowing local units of gov-
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ernment to defer sewer tap charges
levied against property owned by sen-
for citizens and others with minimal
financial resources, until their proper-
ty is sold. This bill will allow.senior
citizens and persons on low. fixed in-
comes. to have essential services
while still being able to keep and

maintain their homes. which many of -

them have worked most of their lives
to obtain.

Nine projects in the Upper Penin-
sula will receive $927.588 in grants ap-
-proved recently by the Upper Great
Lakes Regional Commission. Most of
the funds. according to governor Mil-
liken, will be-earmarked for vocation-
al training, tourism promotion and in-
dustrial park programs which the
Governor proposed in his 11-point Up-
per Peninsula Economic Plan.

One project for lower chhlgan a
$150.000 water system expansion grant
for Hart which will allow a food prod-
uet manufacturer to open a new plan
with an initial employment of about
100 persons-also was approved by the
Commission.

e

THE GOVERNOR announced ap-
proval by the commission of grants of
$86.500 for the West Michigan. East
Michigan and Upper Peninsula Tour-
ist Association. and the Michigan
Tourist Council to assist the Northern
Michigan tourism and recreation iff-
dustry during the energy crisis . this

summer.

And. the Michigan Department of
Education received final approval of
a grant for $23.366 to help establish a
Hot Line Telephone system which will
provide instant information on voca-
tional classroom openings in Northern
Michigan Commumty Colleges and
other related dat:

Grants tolalmg $2.3 million for adult
basic education programs in 81 Mich-
igan School Districts have been ap-
proved by the State Board of Educa-
tion. These federal funds are awarded
to local school districts on a'90 -
matching basis. the local district pro-
viding 10 percent of the program cost
in order to qualify for the funds.

According to the State Superinten-
dent for Public Instruction. John Por-
ter, an estimated 55,000 adults will
))amcxpatc in the basic education pro-
‘eram conducted by the 81 school dis-
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tricts during the current school yeas,
e

MORE THAN $33 million was re-
turned to the state treasury in 1973
due to the efforts to collect child sup-
port payments from fathers of fami-
lies on -public assistance. The amount
collected from the fathers is 51 per-
cent more than was collected in 1972
while the aid to dependent children
caseload rose only 12 percent.

John Gambotto, Director of the In-
spector General's office. indicated
that a new law passed permitting the
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of Social Services to act
as the complainant in support matters
has been vital in the efforts to collect
support money.
More support payments have also
been collected as a result of coopera-
tion of prosecuting attorneys, friends
of the court. and through the estab-

Board

‘plans

changes

A revised curriculum for secondary
summer school will be discussed by
the Southfield School Board at 8 p.m.
Tuesday. March 26.

The meeting will be held at North-
brook Elementary School, 19080
Twelve Mile Road.

In response to requests from stu-
dents and parents, this summer there
will be greater emphasis on offering
courses for advance credit toward
early graduation.

In the past. mainly enrichment and
remedial courses have been- oftered
during summer school.

’
THE SCHOOL BOARD will also

consider a request that 70 band mem-
bers and eight adults be permitted to
attend a band program at Grand Val-
ley College near Grand Rapids on
Friday and Saturday, May 10 and 11.

Another item on the agenda is a
recommendation that one person be
added to the Student “Achievement
Monitoring ngram as part of the
careers progr:

The audlence is invited to partici-
pate in the school board’s meeting.
Copies of the agenda are passed out
at the door and the audience is per-
mitted to ask questions or make state-
ments during the meeting.
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lishment_of an office of Central Re-
gistry within the department to locate |
absent parents who are seeking to !
avoid making sup@n payments. -

EARLY LAST lall governor Mllll
ken held an important meeting with '
the members of the Natural Re-:
sources Commission and the director
of the Department of. Natural Re-:
sources in which he urged the DNR to ;
be more sensitive and responsive. and ;
less arrogant. callous. high-handed.
and bureaucratic in dealing with the |

public.

The Natural Resources Commission |
has scheduled six “town hall” (orumsw
to be held throughout Michigan this |
year. The schedule calls for the Det- |
roit area on November 21.

Unlike the commission’s regular‘
monthly meetings. the town hall ses-|
sions will be unstructured. There will |
be no agenda and the Commlssmn
will conduct no business.

The commission says it will be
open-ended, allowing any resident to!
speak on any resource mauer—local\
or statewide. The commission added |
that it is making a special effort to;
give hometown residents a better;
voice in resource management pro-!
grams and policies.

1t hopes to gain a better feel of cm<
mn vxews to guide it in the decision;

aking process., I would urge all of;
Lhe residents of my district to’be aw-:
are of the date the commission will be
in our area so that anyone having'
something to discuss with the Com-!
mission will have that opportunity. !

‘A DETROIT man recently sold his,
home and invested his life savings to;
set up a furniture stripping business’
in northern Michigan-then applied for
a water use permit from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. §

Upon checking the application. a;
DNR staff investigator found that the
waste waters coming from the furni-,
ture stripping business would contain
toxic chemicals that could seriously,
contaminate underground waters and
area water well supplies if disposed of;
on land. It was recommended the Det-
roit man's application for a water use’
permit be denied.

Using the Detroit man as an ex-
ample, William- Turney, DNR Water
Management Bureau Chief. is urging -
anyone contemplating such a new
venture to check the pollution laws
before investing. He added that the
Department was unable to obtain in;
formation from the chemical suppher
about™ some of the chemical ‘in:
gredients, used in the furniture stripp:
ing process.
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