A TEACHER AT WORK
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Community leader

Executive Glen Mingo Dies

Funeral services were held March
29 for Glen Mmgo 49, of 29531 Piper
# Lane, Farmmgt

< (&3

Mingo, chief financial officer of the
Automobile Club of Michigan, died of
a heart attack March 26 while playing

FARMINGTON HIGH

Andy Camp Debbie
rehearse for the production.

Farmmgtun senior hlgh will present
2 "L|‘l Abner” April 4, 5 and 6 at 8 p.m.

% in the school auditorium. .

:  Allseats are reserved.

‘The play centers around the “hick
< town" of Dogpatch, U.S.A., where re-
. laxation and lazy enjoyment are a
must, according to the play produc-

ers.

Dogpatch has been named the
‘““most unnecessary town in the whole
U.S.A." in the play, and has been se-
lected as a nuclear weapons testing
ground.

The play is directed by drama in-
structor Ves Spindler and student
teacher Susan Milek. Vocal direction
is by William Feucht, and orchestral
a direction is by Hal Kacanek.

4 Leads are Daisy Mae, Debbie Pelt-
on; Li’l Abner, Andy Campbell; Mar-
ryin' Sam, Beth McKee; Earthquake

McGoon, Geary Mayer; Mammy Yo-

N : 3

and Payl B ing

Muéical is coming
to Farmington High

kum, Debbie Nymshack: and Pappy
Yokum, Paul Breeding.

Playing supporting leads are Kalhy
Beery, Michael Bremnan, Tom Car-
rier, Sue Deadman, Tony Fernandez,
‘Tracy - Jacabs, Lee Matheson, Lyne
Nelson. John Schmitz, and Jill
Schneeberger.

The chorus includes: David Andre,
Marlene Angellela, Kathie Beard,
Chris. Braus, Joan Cianciolo, Kevin
Curtis, Dan Dozer, Janeen Ellis, John
Ford, Cliff Graham, Bob Hoffman,
Diane Hofsess, Debbie Hofsess, Cyndy
Hund, Tina Jack, Ann Jarvis, Eric
Kains, Lynn Keen, Cathy Lizotte,
Paul Maes,

Kathy ‘Mattmueller, Sheryl
MeAskin, Carol Purdy, Joanne Read-
ing, George Samra, Debbie Steele,
Ariel Lolomon, Terry Sundt, Carol
Washburn and Julie Woldt.

Y.

basketball at Beechview Elementary
School in Farmington.

He was active in the International
Youth for Understanding Student Ex-
change Program and housed elght for-
eign students at his house in recenl
years.

MINGO WAS an active member of
the Shepherd King Lutheran Church,
in West Bloomfield, serving as a
member of the church council, Elder
for Education and was a former Sun-
day school teacher. He also served on
the executive board of the Clinton
Valley Council of the Boy Scouts of
America.

Joining the Insurance Exchange at
the Auto Club in 1959 as an adminis-
trative assistant. he was named assis-
tant-treasurer in 1960 and treasurer in
1968.

He was a member of the Financial
Analysts Society, the Greater Detroit
Chamber of Commerce and the Ki-
wanis,

Surviving are his wife, Vera; three
daughters, Mrs. -Gloria McCracken,
Julie and Barbara; three sons, Roger,

Paul and Jack; three grandchildren;

one brother and two sisters.

SERVICES WERE held at the Shep- )

herd King Lutheran Church in West
Bloomfield, with burial at Glen Eden
Cemetery in Livonia.

Memorial tributes may be made to
Shepherd King Lutheran Church, the
Farmington Area Advisory Council or
the Youth for Understanding Pro-
gram.

GLEN MINGO
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F reedom and learmng
pari of thlS class

"‘l, don’t think you can teach

about everything with just books.” '

By NANCY STEIN

Happiness and good fortune is
having Marion Spencer for your
first or second grade teacher.

This “super lady” teaches a
mixed first and second grade at
the Flanders School. She’s been on
the job for 18 years and loved
nearly every minute of it. |

You know as you walk into her
classroom ‘that this is going to be
dlfferent—because it looks differ-

A colorful divider sets off.a cor:
ner of the room which contains an
over-sized sofa, a large easy chair,
a long coffee table stacked with
books and a phonograph wlth ear
phones.

Hanging over the area is a color-
ful sign readmg quet Stuff.”

YOU CAN WORK in this quiet
area when you like, or take a nap if
you're tired. Mrs. Spencer recog-
nizes her children as people who
spend a long day in school.

“When they start school I tell
them there is nothing that will
happen in here that is worth
crying over, and [ mean it.”

She also tells them on the first
day, “I'll never spank, slap, send
anyone out in the hall or to the
principal's office as punishment,

and I never have."

“After all,” she continues with a
gleam in her eye, “What can they
learn in the hall except how to
rearrange the coats and boots that
are hanging there.”

ERE

THAT'S MARION Spencer.
Cheerful, practical, friendly, full

< of energy and very down to earth.

There is a full sized, real skele-
ton in the room along with two
very contented-looking gerbils, an
extra large drum, and a sewing
basket.

Chlldren 's art work hangs from

--Mrs. Marion Spencer

every light fixture and.on every
available wall space The room is
homey.

About the orﬂy spot that doesn’t
look well-used is Mrs, Spencer’s
desk. That's because she goes to
the children instead of having
them come to her:

It's. not uniisual for her to sit
down next to a child at his or her
desk to work out a problem. Her
.methods are successfully unortho-
dox. She teaches science but uses
no science books.

“I don't believe a child should
learn science from a book,” she
explains. “Science is exploring.”

Science. is experimenting and
doing.

If they learn it from a book and

then don’t get the results the book .

says they will, they've failed.

“That's not science. They do it
without the book, by taste, touch,
feel, sight and common sense.

“Thls way they learn that if you
do one thing you get one result and
if you do another, you get another
result. That's science.”

Then she smiles and says, “How
can you teach magnets with a
book?”

The room is filled with weights,
measures, clocks, weather guides
and temperature 'charts.

The Xerox Corp. thinks her
method is so good that they've
asked her to test a non-book,
science program they've created.

Her kids don't know it, but
they're trying' it ?ut‘right now,

THE CLASSROOM is relaxed
and the kids are learning.

“I don’t care where they work.
They're welcome to leave the room
anytime they like )ust so they tell
me where they’ll be.”

Did anyone ever forget to come
back?

“Just once. I Ioat a boy for a

while because he was so fascinated
with 4 program going on in the
gym that he lost track of time, but
he was the only one.”

How do her children fare in
school later on?

“To my knowledge,” she said,
“there has only been one who
didn't finish high school.” i

One of her biggest concerns:is |’
slotting children into categories.

In her classroom, children read
all the books whether they're first -
or second graders. As one little girl
explamed “We' have no grade
books. K

Mrs. Spencer asks, “Why should
we tell a child he can't read a.
book?” i

She also wishes there was less
testing. “Adults don’t expect to be
tested on everything they read in
the paper each day, and no one
cares if they don't read every page.
Why should children always have
to?"

oo

MARION . SPENCER wasn’t
always a teacher.

She's the mother of two chil-
dren; three step-children, "19
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. “I went to college for
one year and then went off to join
the WACs, but they wouldn’t have
me because F'm blind in one eye.”

After tiat she married, had chil-
dren andf over a pmod of eight
vears of npight school and summer
school earned her teaching certifi-
cate.

“It took me 20 years from the
time I left high school until Lgrad- :
uated from college.”

She lotes teaching so much that
she has allowed it to separate her,
on a part-time basis, from her
husband.

“He's retired and we have a
home in Port Sanilac.
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STROLL THROUGH AN EXHIBIT OF OVER 1000 urlgmal paintings

in oils, watercolors acrylics
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amateur housewife to
John Newmann with his
Trompe L'Oefll. Other
featured -artists are Li-
vonian Al Nalian, who
paints in acryllcs on
plexiglas and Irv_Tas-
co, cancatunst There
wrltl gsu be a snhoueﬁe :

® papier tole ‘ seglass blowlng
® woodcarving e vu d'optique
. qulmng © metal sculpture
tehwork ecoramics -
c chlna painting ® macrame’,
7 Mile Road |, :
‘ at Middlebelt
' DON'T FORGET
. THE EASTER BUNNY
IS HERE

DAILY 11a.m.-8 p.m.

aady to greet her young admirers. Free
qm {or the children. Memetto pictures
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