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'DPWn’s- syndrome parents

learn not to

By CHRISTINE WALDEN

Joey is seven now. He goes to
kindergarten and Sunday school.
He plays with other children, and
he Jgarns. And that's terrific be-
cauke Joey is one of thousands of
children affected by Down’s Syn-
drome.

The syndrome, commonly
known as \Icn;.chsm is caused by
a mix-up in the chromosomes. Too

‘few or too many create a child
whose eves are almond shaped,
whose fingers are short and whose
mind is not and never will be-fully
developed.

Fortunately, the chromosome
mix-up doesn’t destroy the laugh-
ter and love that is synonymous
with children. Nor does it totally
destroy learning capabilities.

TWENTY YEARS ago Joey
would have heen classified as re-
tarded. Instead of growing up in
his Rochester hofae, he would have
heen institutionalized. And he
probahly would have died before
reaching maturity.

Now medical advances have in-
creased the life span of mongoloid
children and academic achieve-

ments help Down's Syndrome’

children reach some degree of nor-
maley.

At the Mongoloid Achievement
Center (MAC) in Troy, children

learn. They don't learn fast, but
don’t spend wasted houts
playing or passing time. Thdy
read, understand and com preheni
Last vear, Joey was a MAC stfi-
dent. And according to his mothelr,
made remarkable progress. This
vear his parents could neither fi g
0

=

nor afford transportation to ap
from school. But Joey continues
learn and remember.

And remembering is a great
set.

According to Marjorie Buresh,
MAC director, mongoloid childrén
have an IQ of less than 50. Hoy-
ever, “They have terrific memorips
and that should be working for
them. We try to get all their assets
going for them.”

“Mongoloid children are usual v
classified as trainable,” she addef.
“And they are too often trained
just to do play activities and miri-
'mal self-care. But if they are givén
a chance to learn academics, th 33
can.”

INDIVIDUAL TEACHING jis
the key. Youngsters are workgd
with in a one-to-one situatiop.
They o at their own pace. Therely
avoiding frustration, which is thdir
downfall.

“They ean keep on learning gs
long as they aren’t frustrated|”
said Ms. Buresh. “You must mof

k-

vate them in a way they compre-
hend. The\ learn gradually at
their pace.”

In spite of achievements, the
children will never be self-suffi-
cient or possessors of good judg-

ment.

“They could be self-sufficient in-
so-far as their needs are little,”
said Ms. Buresh. “If they work ina
sheltered set up they are ok.”

“BUT THEY: will always lack
judgment,” she added. “If we
could place judgment there, they
would be normal. Parents cannot
leave these children alone. They'd
let strangers in the house or aceept.
a ride from strangers.”

That lack of judgment is the par-
ents’ greatest fear.

Joex's mother said, “The par-
ents’ greatest worry is the future.
That’s_what we always worry
about. You worry about dying and
leaving them.”

Ms. Buresh said MAC hopes to
set up a home for orphaned chil-
dren. "Our aim right now is to have
a house and be able to provide a
live-in situation for these children.
There has to be a place for these
children who are outliving their
parents.”

Also, Ms. Buresh helieves such a
home would provide the love these
children need.

ive up hope

At home, Joey gets all the love
he-needs and wants. His parents,
though recognizing his problems,
stress his good points. And accord-
ing to his mother, he has many.

_ “HE’S HANDSOME and beau-
tiful. These children thrive on love
and they give more than they get.
Parents of these children resent
the word retarded and we don't
like the word Mongolism, we pre-
fer Down’s Syndrome? But the
things they can do, they do very
well. The_\' can do so mich more
than people think they can. They
have great possibilities.”

Joey is not as severly affected by
the syndrome as some children.
His speech is good and the tell-tale
signs of almond eyes and stubby
fingers are minimal. “We are very
lucky. Our son is very healthy. He
just doesn’t have much wrong with
him.”

“The greatest thing I want to

stress to parents is don't despair_

and don't give them up, ever,” she
added.

“They don't belong in institu-
tions. I felt in my own heart every-
thing was going to be all right.
Maybe all mothers feel that way.
You have to be an optimist. You
never stop f)Lhtm;z and you neve er
stap trying.”

Firemen

Both Bingham Farms and
Franklin residents are being en-
counued to attend the annual
meeting of the Franklin Volunteer
Department at 8 p.m. Monday in
the fire hall at Vincennes and
Franklin Road.

Fire Commissioner William Al-
bee and the other 35 volunteers
will be answering questions re-
garding the May 6 ballot which
will ask for a $1.50 tax increase per
$1,000 assessed property valuation
for fire protection.
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to explain need for tax hike

The volunteer department serves
both communities.

At the same time, Albee said,
the residents can inspeet the pre-
sent equipment in the fire hall an
inform themselves on the need t
replace the 20-year-old tankef
truck and lead pumper trucks.

The fire department has aske(l
for the 1.5 mill annual tax, whicl

update equipment over a five year
period.

The charter amendment and 1.5
mill request must pass by two
thirds of the voters in.order to be
implemented.

The Franklin Volunteer Fire De-
partment has operated on a volun-
tary-contribution program for

- P
both villages for more than 40

years.
The approximately $30,000 rev-
enue donated by 72 percent of
Franklin residents and 98 percent
of Bingham residents is insuffi-
cient for current needs, Albee said.
Passage of the millage will eli-
minate the annual fund drive.
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will require a charter
to permit the increase above
three mill limit, in order to replac|
key equipment.

ALBEE ADDED that th
March 11 defeat of the millage pra-
posal has called for a more in-
depth explanation of why the de-
partment must replace two truck
within five years.

Although Bingham Farms resi
dents approved the inclusion of 1.
mills in the March 11 request for
fire protection, Albee said hp
hopes for a large turnout froxq
both villages in order to personally
clarify the issues.

Villagers are being informed by
the fire department that in spite o}
the reduction of millage in thi}
year's tax budget, (amounting t
1.25 mills), a guaranteed annudl

income of $55,000 is essential t

&

Emery-Yogelei
My, and Mrs. John L. Emery pf
Southficll announce the engagp-
ment of their daughter, Joan Lp-
cille, to Kirk Vopelei.
Parents of the future bridp-
groom are Mr. and Mrs. Rohert

Vagelei of Lathrup Villayze.
\\ winter wedding is p](mnc(l

wi

of nursing in I\\m' Her fiane
senior at Ferris State ( nllc;.rn
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FRED WOOD
FUNERAL HOME INC.
RICE CHAPEL
Service Above & Bogond
the Usual

38100 ana Mile Rd.
VONIA

522~ 8050 933-2413
Robert S. Rice Harold D. Ward
Park R. Rice Ronald L. Rice
RICE
\ CHAPEL LIVONIA

How sports

b

build

character

Years ago the immortal Knute
Rockne silenced his critics after the
Notre Dame team had lost a football
game by saying, “We were building
character out there today!™

This soon became a chant through-
out the collegiate athletic world and
any time team met defeat it°was

d off with Rock’s words, ““We
were building character.”

But there is more truth than fiction
in the remark - and a lot more than'a
humorous alibi for a defeat.

It was the late Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur, one of the greatest and maost
colorful of all American generals whu
once stated that the American battles
were won on “the fields ol athletic
strife at West Point.”

We got to discussing this character
building high up in the press box in
the Michigan Stadium recently while
the annual spring game was being

played and all agreed that many of «

the lessons learned on the gridiron
carried into later life.

For instance there are two schools
of thought among the top football
coaches. You'll find a group, now
headed by *“Bo™ Schembechler, the
Michigan coach, that stresses defense
on the theory, that if you can stop the
other team from scoring you won't
suffer a defeat.

One of the greatest of this group
was Fielding H. “Hurry - Up” Yost
when he laid the foundation for the
Michigan system.

He never wanted the Michigan team
to have possession of the ball in its
own territory and explained his theo-
ry one afiernoon by saying, “it's silly
trying to rush the ball in Ypsilanti
when goal posts are in Ann Arbor.”
For this reason he always tried to de-
velép a good punter - one who could
kick the ball out of danger.

On the other hand, Rockne, one of
football's greatest schemers, stressed

offense. ** You can't score if you don't

have the ball, so we'll take it any
- place.”” More than that, he stressed

the point that if every man did his job

the team could score on every play.

Many of these lessons have been
carried into every day life and the lat-
est example is Vice President Gerald
Ford, who played center for the Wol-
verines when Harry Kipke was at the
helm

In these days of turmoil in the na-
tion's capital, Ford is in the thick of
another battle and you'll note that
most of his time, especially in public,
is spent de(endmg the administration.
He’s simply carrying on the theory
that he was taught one the hallowed
ground of old Ferry Field.

On the opposite side you can find
any number of former Notre Dame
stars who went on the offense as soon
as they received their diplomas and
made names for themselves in the
business and political world.
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budget terms, of course!

A. 84" tuxedo sofa
B. Diamond tufted sofa

D. Tufted occaslonal chalr

L

Ray Interiors takes pleasyre in offering this fine
selection of upholstery styles with meticulous Drexel
craftsmanship at 20% savings for a limited time only.’
Choose from four ditferent sofas and five different
chairs in an almost unlimited selection of fabrics and
still save 20%. Add one or more of these exquisitely
built upholstered designs to your home and enjoy 2,
new luxury for years. Interior design service and

C. Attached back lounge chair

SALE!

Save on any of these exquisitely
tailored Drexel designs now,

and live the luxury life
forever after.

Rich, plush, tailored to
perfection...froma
maker like Drexel

on sale now!

Ray I nteriors furnishings ﬁ.:r dinincﬁve homes

33300 Slocum Drive, Farmingon (2 blks. S. of Grand River off Farmington Rdl)
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Phone 476-7272. Monday, Thirsday, Friday il 9 P.M.
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