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‘Conversation’ offers
suspense, pertinence

Reviewed by
ROBERT KIPPER

Francis Ford Coppola’s “The
Conversation” is a powerful movie
— an example of sure-handed mov-
iemaking elevated by pertinence.

It is a story about wiretappers.

é)pola captures the workmgs

tensions of the wiretappers’
mlllleu as carefully as he illus-
trated the more richly-colored life
of mobsters in “The Godfather.”

Although the two movies
couldn't be more dissimilar, each
demonstrates the control, the at-
tention to detail and the passion
for texture and shading of one of
America's foremost directors.

As he did in “The Godfather,”
Coppola takes us to a world few
know. However, nothing as sensa-

. tional as the outburst of machine-
gun fire plercgs the action here.
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OPENS TONIGHT

Tom Jones & Harvey Schmidr's
tilting musical

1 DO! | DO!

April 25—May 19

Tickets at Hudson’s,
Grinnell’s, or the
Theatre Box Office.

PHONE: 377-3300

MEADOW BROOK
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

Lhinese
Quffek

Featuring all varieties of
authentic Chinese dishes.

All you can enjoy.
Served From 5 p.m.
Every Friday
Saturday aid Sunday

IN “THE CONVERSATION"
it is the silence of waiting for a
sound at the other end of a wall,
the still before a voice is detected
at the other end of a telephone re-
ceiver or the apprehension as a\
crucial portion of a tape recording
is unscrambled that create the ten-
sion,

Depicted here is the muffled
drama of anonymous men who do
their spying and run their lives in
identical ways: inconspicuosly,
fearfully. In this context, it is the
man with the best equipment and
clearest conscience — the profes-
sional who invades privacies with-
out worring of the ramifications of
his work — who is hero.

Against this background unfolds
the story of Harry Caul, a sea-
soned wiretapper who finally con-
fronts the moment when he feels
guilt for his actions.

AFTER A career of seemingly
guiltless efficiency, Caul begins to
fear for the lives of the young cou-
ple he has been commissioned to
spy on. “The Conversation” follows
Caul as he disobeys his most fun-
damental rule: Don't get involved.

Follow the client, bug his room,
plant devides on his clothing but
don't ask questions about what
somebody might do with the infor-
mation that is gathered.

At one point in his past, Caul's
work led to the execution of a fam-
ily of three. “The Conversation”
deals with his fears that his latest
assignment will also result in
someone's death.

Instead of stopping the sus-
pected crime, Caul's curiosity and
dread lead to his monitoring the
crime — placing the wiretapper
helplessly at the other end of a
pair of earphones as his fears are
realized.

COPPOLA IS fascinated by the
world he depicts, never stooping to
moralize or simplify. Just as he did
in “The Godfather,” he admires
the professionalism of the men
involved. Mobsters kill, wiretap-
pers invade privacies — what fas-
cinates Coppola is not the particu-
lar deed but the workings of the
men who pefform and rationalize
’the deed.

“The Conversation” moves
slowly, taking its time to establish
setting.- When the plot finally
closes in on Caul, however, the
viewer senses the confinement as
well. The climax is shattering.

As Caul, Gene Hackman is su-
perb. In a perfurmance that bears
no resemblance to his Oscar-win-

ning ro]e in “The French Connee-*

tion,” he is transformed into a
muted scared, lonely man.

Much like Rod Steiger's per-
formance in “The Pawnbroker,”
Hackman communicates the ter-
ror of a man who wants to be left
alone but finds he can’t be. Like
Steiger, Hackman communicates
the build- up of frustration to
ngxc intensity.

When Hackman finally shud-
ders under the covers in a hotel
bedroom, he illustrates the break-
ing point as poignantly as Steiger
did when he pierced his hands on
his spindle of bills in “The Pawn-
broker.”

Allison and Don Craig team up for ““Ah, Wilderness"

Dad, daughter team
stars in production

Lights and glamour of the thea-
ter sometimes can lure an individ-
ual to the stage.

But in the case of Allison Craig,
it was her father, Don, who intro-
duced her to the sound of applause.

Allison, 13, is appearing with
her father director of, public rela-
tions and a drama teacher at De-
troit Country Day School, in the
Farmington Players production of
“Ah, Wilderness,” being staged
Friday and Saturday and May 3, 4,
5,9,10 and 11

Craig said his love for the thea-
ter began in the fifth grade but

“Allison beat me to it. She was sta-
gestruck in the fourth grade.”

NOW SHE is graduating from
“garage productions” t6 commu-
nity theater.

While this is the first time she
has appeared with her father in a
production, she had a ma]ur lead
in. “The Rope-Dancers,” a-work-
shop directed by Craig.

The play is being staged at the
Farmington Players playhouse on
Twelve Mile Road.

For_ticket information contact
Mrs. Delores Shevlin at 477-8746.

Independence week’

A week-long all-Israeli art ex-
hibit and sale, featuring outstand-
ing framed and ready-to-hang
graphics, is one of the highlights of
this year’s Israel Independence
Week Celebration at the Jewish
Community Center, Saturday-
Sunday, May 5.

The works of artists like Sharir,
Moshe Gat, Kossonogi, Katz, and
others will be available. There also

* will be a limited number of oils

available, and a large number of
unframed Israeli posters.

Along with the art exhibit and
sale, other activities are planned
for the week-long celebration, Lec-
tures, concerts, and special youth
events are scheduled.

One of the scheduled Independ-
ence Week speakers is Dr. Avra-
ham Avi-Hai, Canadian-born
scholar who has served the State of
Israel in various capacities for
more than 20 years. His lecture, in
English, “Ben Gurion’s Message
For Today,” can be heard at 7:30
p.m. in DeRoy Auditorium. The
talk will be followed by the docu-
mentary “Ben Gurion Remembers.
The movie will be shown at 8:30
p.m. Tuesday and at 6 p.m. Sun-
day, May 5.

ALSO SPEAKING will be the
Rev. Malcolm Boyd, outspoken
American civil-rights leader. His
talk on “A Christian Commitment

(« RED PONY

Under new management

SHANGRI LA WEST
R & Cocktonl

Bloomfield Miracle Mile
Shopping Center
TELEGRAPH AT
SQUARE LAKE RD.
335-8060

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS AT 4 P.M,|
Bank Americard, Master Charge,

American Express aod Diners
Credit Cards Accepted.

“The entertainment hit of the season — &
bar none! — Poul Winter, WJR E

ol s hat dot ol ot
Pat Charget, Det. Free Press

it plendidprodction.” — Shirl Har-
ris, WQRS-FM

ncrde. breathtaking nergy and fal-

— Jim Lowlor, WOET-FM

“Esser ond his colleagues project Bref's Iyr-
es and music with such skill and sensitiity
tho, in the end, you have the feling that
Brel also hos dropped in to toke the final
bow with the cait, All in il an extifing
evening - . . — Fronk Angelo, De. Free
Press
“The dtmost musical integrity."” —= Bob Tel-
bert, Det. Free Press
“1 cried. No jive.” — James Stenley, The
South End

“Brol's music is deceptive . . .1thas a way
of sneoking up and then suddenly clobber-
ing you wilh its powerful statements.” —
Molly Abrohar, Det. News

“For the record, the show it super . . .~
— Pete Waldmeir, Det. News

Dinner Theatre of Detroit
Mercy College, Thursdaythru Sundays:
Reservations: 531:6131

HABIT
WITH us

iﬁxll-ﬂhr fan
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to Israel’s Survival: A Response to
Father Berrigan,” may be heard at
8 p.m. Wednesday in DeRoy Audi-;
torium.

Isracli entertainment is also -

among the featured highlights of
this year's celebration. Israeli
singer Geula Gil will perform at
9:15 p.m. Saturday in DeRoy Audi-
torium, and folk singing team, The
Parvarim, will perform in concert
at 9:15 p.m. May 4 in DeRoy. Tick-
ets for both concerts may be pur-
chased at the center ticket office.

Another film can be viewed by
Independence Week visitors when
the Center presents “I Love You
Rosa,” an adult film which will be
shown at 8:30 p.m. Monday, and
Thursday, May 2 and at 8 p.m.
May 5 “Rosa” was nominated for
an Academy Award.

The DETROIT
LITTLE
SYMPHONY

(40 MUSICIANS)

SUNDAY EVENING
MAY 5th-7:00 P.M.

MUSIC HALL

LOIST:
WESLEY FISHWICX, Pianist
{Tehakovsky Intemational Piaso Compettion, Mas-
cow, Juns 74) In N frstOeoit appearance playing
B:mnummnnmwmu
o works by mr. Puccint, Havhane:
avinsky. Admission by compi m-m:yum:m»y
Avmmeax Wusi G

sol

Ree. & Wayne Saie u Mum Dept. or mum gn
2ddressed samped eny to;
smmem An: Coungil
26000 Evergreen Rd.

Southfield, Mi. 48076
of Gl 354-9603/533-3876

27910W, 7 1lile Rd.

& NEW COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Ententainment Fri. & Sat.
“THE CHIP DAVIDSON TRIO"
COCKTAILS @ BANQUET FACILITIES
BUSINESS MEETINGS
Now Open for BUSINESSMEN’S LUNCHEGNS

Between Inkster & Middlebelt

OMNEh: STEAK & EGGS 2
FAMILY DINING ’7:32’2’2’?
22925VW.8MILE o Juleas!uf Telegraph
\_ 532-380
- K
rEL S
RESTAURANT

OPEN 11AM. KE 1-4960

i

2R

éo&{w@mm

ST A Cantonese & Amencan Restaurant|

Lunch & Dinner
Complete Carry-Out Service
1930 WOODWARD

{Just N. of Square Lake Rd.)
near Kingswood Theatre

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. til 12 midnight
Sat. 1 a.m. til 1 a.m. Sun. 12 noon 'ti) 10 p.m.

Party Facilities

858-2245

&

Shalea n |

Romantic and Medieval Atmosphere,
Specializing in fresh seafood
Wine by bottle or % bottle
Serving LUNCHEONS, DINNERS,

COCKTAILS

Reservations:
UL 2

FAMOUS EATING PLACES in

@72 & HOLIDAY MAGAZINE Every Tuesd
7273 HARISMA
to 1:45

By
12}

FASHION SHOW -3410

ay ] 3315 Auburn Road
Auburn Heights

D@TR@

PROPHGCY

APRIL 28-

CONFERENCE
M

A3

FARMINGTON
FIRST BARTIST CHURCH
iawassee, Farmington, Michigan
Pastor, Walter Ballagh
Sunday Sarvices: 11:00 8.0, 8nd 6:00 p.m.

LIVONIA

WARD UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
17000 Farmington Aoad, Livonia, Michigan
Pastor, Dr, Bartlett Hess

Sunday Services: 9:30 & 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

PLYMOUTH.

CALVARY BAPTIST C!

43065 Joy Road, Plymoulh Mlcn!qln
Pastor, Douglas Routled;

Sunday Services: 11:00 &.m. and 7:00 p.m.

In cooperation with Mcody Bible Institute, six Detroit area churches
presenta unique conference on prophetic truths ...
answers to these depressing times.

TIMELY TOPICS TO BE COVERED
Why Study Prophecy? (Sunday A.M.)
The Next Event in God's Program (Sunday P.M.)
Causes for the Arab-Israeli Conflict and God's Answer to It
Russia in Prophecy » When God Meetsthe Nations at Armageddon
The Second Coming of Christ ¢ The Apostate Church

HEAR THESE KNOWLEDGEABLE SPEAKERS
Dr. Gary Cohen, Biblical School of Theology, Hatfield, Pennsylvania
Dr. Bruce Dunn, Pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church, Peoria, fllinais
Dr. Horman Hoyt, President, Grace Theological Seminary, Winana Lake, Ind.
eorgoe Miles, President, Wumngwn Bible College, Lanham, Maryland
William Stewart, Extension Oepartment, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Iil.
Dr. John Walvoord, President, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, Texas

WEEK NIGHTS AT 7:30 P.M./SUNDAY AS INDICATED

givifsg you God's

PONTIAC

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

34 Oakisnd Avenue, Ponliac, Michigan
Pastor, Robert Shelton

Sunday Services: 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

HIGHLAND PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

26600 Lasher Road, Southfied, Michigan ~
astar, Gearge Sl

Sundey Sarvices: 10245 8.m. a1 7:00 p.m.

WAYNE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

36125 Glenwood Road, Wayni, Michigen
Pastor, Marvia Luben

Sundsy Services: 1100 a.m, and 700 pm,
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1] Aevoss from Oakland Mall n 14 Mi. R,

*i Ford R, at Telegraph

i Ryon O'Neal

o Jack Lemmon
i wSAVE THE TIGER” (R)

5

= AL PACINO

1 Call theatee fur schedule time

A et wed. 16m, 51

-~ GA 7-1200

il “THE LAST DETAIL” (R) &
1: Coll theatre for schedsln times

16 Mile R. & I35 (Chrysler Freeway)

‘Sean Connery
“ZARDOZ" (R)

\ Al Pacine
“PANIC IN
NEEDLE PARK" (PG)
Gane Hockman
2 “POSEIDON *

ADVENTURE"” (PG)

9th SMASH MONTH

“AMERICAN
GRAFFITI” (PG)

FAIRLANE

3

10 170

9th BIG WEEK
Jack Nicholson y Quaid
“'THE LAST DETAII.” R)
Wed. Mat. | show 1 pm.
DOORS OPEN !
Mon.-Thurs. 7 P

Fei. 5:40, Sat. 140
Sun. 1:20

. KINGSWooD

Woodward at Square Lake
3

Gene Hockmen
Ernest Borgnine

“POSEIDON :
ADVENTURE” (PG} :

Shelly Winters

D. MAT. §1
CALL TREATRE FOR SHOW TIME
338701

NORTHLAND

Robert Rediord
“THE GREAT GATSBY” (PG)

4th GREAT WEEK

WED. MAT. | SHOW 1 PM
Cofl Theatre for Show Times

Mio Forrow

ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE
FOR FRI., SAT., & SUN. EVES.

H
OLD CRCHARD #1 - :
ACADEMY AWARD WINNER = <
Tatum O'Neal
“PAPER MOON" (PG)
LCHGENY AVARD WINNER

Dw2
Jon Veight He
CONRACK ©)

inelli
S‘IERILE cucxoo’ (PG)

Wandaard a( 5 Mile
14330
HELD OVER 12th EXCITING WEEK

NOMINATED FOR ACADEMY
AWARD BEST ACTOR

“'SERPICO" (R}

Maot. Sat. & Sun.

TERRACE

3rd SMASHING WEEK
" Robert Redford Mia Farrow

. “'THE GREAT GATSBY" (PG)

ADVANCE TICKETS FOR Tl
svacs N ShlE Now

TOWNE 142

Grcenficld A N of 100 Wil
3t Lincaln Conter 9685700

- Townel-

Gene Hackman
CONVERSATION

— Towne 2™ ‘

“WHERE TH|
'LILLIES BLOOM” (G)

m 31
Coll g o i e

Acadery Award Nomines for Beit Actor
Jock Niehathon Rordy Guoid

Wed. Mat. | pm. S1

2 Complete Shows

T st ey ot




