Pl THIEO

ERV‘E'R & ECCENTRIC

Thursday, October 10, 1974

J aycees house hunting before house haunting

FARMINGTON—Residents living in
the Twelve Mile-Orchiard Lake roads
area may be hearing and seeing some
weird things dunng e last week in
October.

That's when the * ycees will be
moving into the ne ’hbarhood with
their haunted house..

‘The new neighbors will have unusu-
al taste in decorating, with coffins,
black lights and monsters very much
in evidence, but at least.they do have
big hearts.

Al proceeds frorn the haunted

house will be donated to the Bum
Awareness Programg,
The cochairmen {gr the project.

Cass Connley and Fr\ Madley, began
preparing for the k- mled house in
September.

Finding the right house takes time,
‘Madley said. Filling out insurance
forms, setting up lighting, and taking
care of all the legal problems, require
more time.
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THE BIGGEST problem, though, is
finding the right house.

“Usually, a builder or developer
will let use the house for the week,
Madley said.

“However, we haveito find a house
that is about to be down, because
by the time we are through with it, it
is just junk. It has t¢ be a house that
is not gning to be. sed again.”

Innércny landlord f ightssystem,

The special feature in this year's
house, he said, will be the basement
room, which is underneath a ceme-

tery.

“People going through the house
will be walking under the cemetery.”
he said, “They will be walking under
the tree roots and the bottoms of the
coffins which will be all over the ceil-
ing.”

Although the Jaycees have been hav-
ing a haunted house for the past
seven years, this is the first year the
money has been donated to one fund.

IN THE PAST it has gone into the
general fund and dispersed among var-
ious community services.

The Jaycees are hoping to double
their average of $3.000 by raising
$6.000 this year for the burn pre-
vention program.

In addition to the money raised
from the haunted house admissions,
Jaycee members will be touring the
shopping centers with the haunted
house monster, soliciting contribu-
tions for the burn program.

They also- will be sponsoring a
“Name the Monster Program.”

Application blanks for the contest
will be sent.home with the school chil-
dren and can be turned in at the
haunted house during operating hours.

The house will be open Oct. 24-30
from 6:30-11 p.m. during the week and

1-11 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

CHILDREN who do not “aitend the

Farmington schools can pick up the
contest forms from local shopping cen-
ters.
At the end of the week there will be
a drawing from ail the entries. and
the winner will be given a 10-speed
bike.

Included with the contest appli-
cation forms there will be a “First

Aid For Burns” pamphlet, which the
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Jaycees are urging the children to
give to their parents.

According to Madley, 75.000 Ameri-
cans are burned seriously enough to
require hospitalization each year.

Yet, only one out of every 10 severe-
ly burned persons gets adequate treat-
ment because the country does not
have treatment centers or doctors
trained for the treatment of burns

BURNS CRIPPLE and kill moré
children every year then polio did dur-

CASS CONNOLLY

worries about future of suburbs

By CARL SI‘W)DARD

Charles Costa sits m the gut of De-
troit. All around hnq- he sees decay
and death. And he ha\a message for
the suburbs: *‘Watetout.”

Costa’s home is jn- Southfield and
his children go to Southfield schools.
But a large part of his life revolves
around Detroit. where he has spent
much of his last 14' years.

He is a landlord. Many have labled
him a slum landlord: ~

But more than that he is an out-
spoken voice in a cn,y fhat he boLh
loves and hates.

“This is not the ﬂereotype land-
lord." he said durinf| an interview.

“We're not working u!of some office
building with the ~“ped-in musié.
We're right here in the gut.”

In this case, the gu: means a two-
story brick building a few blocks from
the Lodge Freeway on Myrtle. The
neighborhood is filled with abandoned,
stripped homes, boarded-up stores
and weedy lots where. houses once
stood .

HIS OFFICE on the second floor is
decorated in deep reds. with a faded
carpet and dusty furniture. The paint
around the windows gs peeling. and

lnere are gouges in the walls.

“Td 1 have a better view here
than they do at the police department
or the welfare shelter. I have the best
place. like a bleacher.”

He pointed matter-of-factly to build-
ings where killings have recently

en place.

“They killed a landlord over here.
They killed two caretakcrs over here
for the mone

He has been threatened. cut, beat
and mugged, he said. But he remains.
He is now one of the better known
landlords in Detroit. and has on a
number of occasions taken his cru-
sade for a better Detroit to the com-
mon_council.

“This is a violent business. But I
stick with it because I like it." he
said.

1 exist. But I'll never get rich. (In
1970 he went bankrupt.) It's not the
money ['m after. 1 got hung up with
the humane thing. Everybody has a
quest.

1 picked up the biggest [lghl any-
body can handle. I'm fighting bureauc-
racy. and nobody can win that fight.”

He estimates that more than 90 per-
cent of his tenants are’ on welfare.
For them he trys to supply adequate
housing, with heat and other utilities.

tioner service requires very
Jitle spoce, no electric or
droin sither. We install the

tion to your water-line and
then call periodically and
exchange the entire unit.

Factory

Detroit 964-2246

Free Water Analysis
Free Estimates
ot

ers which will provide you
with unlimited conditionad
soft water outomatically.
You pay @ small monthly
rentol cate.

§ offers 3 ways to enjoy
CONDITIONED RUST FREE
CRYSTAL CLEAR

Soft Water

WE EXCHANGE IT! YOU RENT (T1 YOU OWN Tt
Culligan portable ex-  We install ane of our flly  We offer one of the most
chonge soft water condi-  cutomatic water condition  com| s of water

opplicnces for
your selection. W call ot
your home,and provide
You with a free water anal-
yiis and @ recommendo-
tion G to the correct model
and size 1o fit your needs.
Easy moathly payments
ovailable.

Water Conditionin‘g People

Owned and Operated
925 Orchard Lake Road
;2 Blocks east of Telegraph Rd.

Pontiac, Michigan.

Pontiac 334-9944

Office Hours
8to 5 P.M. .
Sat. 8to 1 P.M,

Serving }}Vuyne, Ockland & Macomb Counties

BUT COSTA complains that it is
hard to do. because as sqon as an
apartment becomes vacant the plumb-
ing i$ torn out, the windows smashed
or stolen and the apartment becomes
uninhabitable.

Then the building inspecters come,
fine him and make him fix it.Things
have golten so bad, Costa said. that
some landlords are trying to give
their property away.

“I get calls everyday. They say
“Take-my building. I donl want it.’
Costa said.

“The man who owns this building
across the street, he offered it to me
for $100.000. After a few shootings. a
few stabbings, he offered it to me for

$10,000. No down payment. A year
with no payments.”
Costa didn't take it.

Costa blames much of the problem
on the welfare system. He said it de-
prives persons of pride. It makes
money lose its value when it is given
away rather than earned. he said.

“It's like if you hit $1,000 at the
race track. You go out and spend it.

But if you have to work [o it
hold it tight.” 3

Still. he doesn't place the blame for
the welfare system’s failure on the
people. but on the federal govern-
ment. i
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“1 CAN'T be mad at the p‘%‘cple who
do it (abuse the system). I'got to be
mad at the people who perhiit them
to do it. It goes all the “avh Wash-
ington.”

Costa has been trying to l:nmmce
the government that a new
required. His suggestion
welfare money be sent dire
fandiord, thus assuring tha;.
persons would have a place 10 stay.
he said.

So far the suggestion has&cn ig-
nored. il

buildings are becoming vaca‘..
. But while the build

long “the garbage is
the suburbs.™

ing its peak in 1954, yet there has
never been an organized effort to im-
prove the treatment facilities and pre-
vention programs.

However, a national organization,
the National Institute for Burn Medi-
cine. has recently started a fund rais-

ing drive campangn, with the support
of the Jaycees o set up adequate
bum care centers.

One of the only two United State hos-
pitals offering doctors training in burn
medicine, is the University of Mich
igan Huspilal in Ann Arbor.

(THE FARMINGTON AREA LIONS ARE LOOKING FOR A FEVﬁ
GOOD MEN

Could you spare five hours @ month to aid

the sightless? Contact Karl Brun 477-7687,

for details or

Visit us Tuesday, October 15th, 7: 30 P.M.

THE ROMAN TERRACE

12 Mile and Orchard Lake Roads
Farmington Hills
A
-

PHILCO - SANYO

FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE

_

ZENITH

SAVE |
) AND
s3 OFF COLOR HADIU
BLABKA:nWHITE TUBES
SERVICE CALL ONE YEAR WARRANTY 60% o
with this ad $12%% and up with this ad
1659 Grand River
538-7100
3620 Cass
832-5600

AN EXPEHT GOMPLETE
PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE

?MTTIHG
AT i
To meet an obvious need whose con- Mlys:;m\rce\r:mg
cepts are prompt delivery, com- ¥ HR
petitive prices and guaranteed pro- ® GLASS
fessional workmanship. We treat Reg. & Non-Glare
your article to be framed as treasured o DRY MOUNT
asa museum piece. |
' o NEEDLE POINT
i

STITCHERY

Unlimited

MERRI-5 SHOPPING PLAZA
LIVONIA FIVEMILERD. 525-4522
HOURS MON TUES—WED SAT 10 6, THUHS FRI 10-9

wants offers.

Open Sunday 2-5

3677 Brookside
E. of Telegraph, N. of long Lake Rd.
TAKE THE WINDING ROAD to this treed setting of an exclusive areg-of
Bloomfield and see this charming custom ranch. All large rooms with space
for everything. Living room with marble fireplace. Family room wi
of glass windows. Three bedrooms, 2 baths. First floor loundry oom,
glassed patio. porch. Immediate possession. Reduced in price—owner

all

FARMINGTON RANCH — ONLY $33,900 — Vocant, and wailirig h:r
you, move in fo this brick ranch with three twin sized bedrooms; ldkge
tomily réom. Centrat air conditioning, garage, carpeting. Close to s
ping and schools. Land contract available.

s
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Grossman &6.Com any

members of:
Birmingham:Bloomfield Board of Realtors
Birmingham-Bloomfield Multi-List

United Northwestern Realty Association
United Northwestern Multi-List

Michigan Association of REALTORS

REA

NEW CLUSTER HOME — 7% % MORTGAGE AVAILABLE — Dramatic
beamed 2-story living room with balcony, formal dining room, library.
Huge country kitchen with appliances. Three bedrooms, 2% luxury baths.
Corpets, drepes, sprinklers, central air conditioning. Buit by one of the » *
finest builders in the suburban area.

YOU'LL NEVER KNOW until you see the inside of this home what o great
buy you can make on this Colonial in Southfisld. Owner moving this month
and will sacrifice under the market valve. Three twin sized bedrooms,”
large family room. Modern kitchen.with the best appliances. Central air
mndmonmg Beautiful decorating. Two car attached gorage. Financing
arranged

,Wésl Bloomfield

Office
6689 Orchard Lake Rd. v
old Ol:churd
Shopping Center

851-4300
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