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Marshall Robbins keeps winning

On November 2 and 3, Marshall
Robbins of Blrmmghsm will be
competing'in_the Champion Road
Racing Classic, to eld in At-
lanta, Georgia. Whireas must
compentors run in one race,
year Robbins will conipete in both
the introduction eventdriving 4’73
Corvette, plus the A Sedsn event
driving a '71 Mustang,

The Champlon Road Racing

Classic is the top amateur road -

racing event of thegyear, with
twenty-two classes of;automobiles
competing in separat; races. The
winner of each race is crowned
SCCA-Sports Car Club of ri-
ca-Nahunsl Champion for his
clas.

Throughout the year, each of
seven divisions in the United
States conducts approximately 10
national races in its division,
awarding points for first through
sixth place finishes. At the end of

the season, the top four finishes in
each class from each Division are
invited to Atlanta to compete in
the champion road racing classic.

Last year, Robbins competed in
the champion road racing classic
in the A-Production category. Al-
though he won the race, during the
technical inspection following. the
race he was disqualified because a
gasket under the carburetor was
ruled illegal.

Robbins commented, “Because
of the energy crisis last year, we
experienced poor quality fuel at
many of the tracks throughout the
country. For example, at the Wat-
kins Glen Trans-Am last year, we
were leading the race when a vapor
lock occurred and dropped us from
what appeared to be a sure victory
to fourth place.

“That same vapor lock also cost
us the Trans-Am Driver Cham-
_pionship last year. A first at Wat-

0O.U. booters

set for

Not all eyes will bp focused on
the annual Michigan-Michigan
State football game ig Ann Arbor
this Saturday. Areaysoccer fans
will be watching the c'ash between
unbeaten Oakland Ur.wermy and
Michigan State.

The two soccer pow_rs meet for
the first time ever in Nast Lansing
at 1 p.m. Qakland has compiled a
6-0-1 record while the Spartans are
3-0 to date.

The Pioneers, who msc missed a
_post-season N.C.A.A. tournament
bid last season with an 11:2-2 rec-
ord, would like nothing better than
to defeat the prestigious State
booters. The Spartans spent seven
consecutive years in tournament
play during the mid-sixties which
included two nationg’ champion-
ships. L8

OAKLAND UMVERSITY S

own soccer prestige he grownrap- -
idly the past few yegs under six

year coach John Mdiser. Motzer
was just recently hgored “Mr.
Michigan-Soccer” by Gle Michigan
Soccer Associatiol team has
scored 22 goals this while al-
lowing only two gayls against
them in seven games,

The most recent of Qakfand's six
victories are a 3-1 defedt of Univer- :
sity’ of Michigan-Dearborn and a
1-0 shutout over Kalamazoo Col-
lege:last week.

Ogkland has more than its share °
of -individual standouts. The

brother combination of Ken and *
Baty. Whiteside provides much of *

the teams scoring:punch with :
elghtgmals between them thls sea-
son.

Last year Ken was.the leadmg
scorer in Michigan with20 goals.
Mid-field is controlled" y captain
Johin: Clark who has already con-
tributed four goals.

Center fullback Andris Richters
continually keeps the ball out of

Oakland’s defensive zone, and has

State

game winning goals in two 1-0
shutout vietories. Senior goalie
Dennis Mascilak has already regis-
tered five shutouts in seven games
allowing only two goals sgamst
him. Added to the above list is an
abundance of talented veterans
and aggressive newcomers which
gives Coach Motzer the depth
needed to continually win soccer
games.
A though schedule consisting of
perennial rivals Calvin, Kalama-
200, Spring Arbor, University of
‘Wisconsin-Milwaukee and new
opponent Wabash (Indiana) Col-
lege; becomes an important factor
in choosing post-season tourna-
‘ment teams. A victory in this Sat-
-urdays Pioneer-Spartan contest
_could be the first big step towards
an all-important tournament
-birth
Oakland University
Soccer Statistics
1974 6-0-1
Onklnnd 1, Calvin 1
:Oakland 5, MaComb C.C. 0
Qakland 9, Detroit Inat. Tech. 0
Oakland 2, Eastern Mich. 0
~Qakland 1, Albion 0
Ozkland 3, Univ. of Mich.-Dearborn 1
‘Oakland 1, Kalamazoo 0
* Oct. 12 — Oakland at Michigan State
> 0ct. 19 — Oakland at Central Michigan
20Oct. 26 — Oakland at Northern Michigan
*Nov. 2 — Oakland at Wabash (Ind.)
Nov. 6-10 — Oakland at Univ. of Mich.-
* Dearborn (Tournament)
i Nov. 9 — Spring Arbor at Oakland
* Nov. 16 — Univ. of Wis.-Milwaukee at Oak-
+ land
lndmdun sutuue-
es Goals Allhu
Barry Whiteside
7 John Clark
" Ken Whiteside
: Andris Richters
Pete Plank
" Saleh Khalaf
Gary Weber
* Mohammed Sadegi
Bob Burkari
Dennis Mascilak
Ahmadi Shihab
Goals For: 22
Goals Against: 2
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kins Glen would have moved us
from our eventual finish of third
place in the Trans-Am Driver
Championship to first, In order to
prevent the vapor lock from reoc-
curring, we manufactured a better
gasket for under the carburetor.
However, the Stewards at Atlanta
ruled the gasket to be illegal. I felt
my crew had properly interpreted
.the rules relative to gaskets but
the Stewards did not agree. Need-
less to say, we were terribly disap-
pointed. However, we became
more determined than ever to re-
turn to Atlanta this year.”

Robbin ‘s bid to qualify in the top
four for Atlanta this year in two
classes was extremely successful.
He ran in ten races, winning nine
and finishing second in one.

At the end of the season, when
all the points were tallied, Robbins
had won the Central Division title
in his A Production Corvette and
finished second in points in his A
Sedan Mustang. “I was never
beaten this year in the Mustang
but after I switched to the Cor-
vette, Wally Parkins of Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota, picked up enough
points to edge me out in the A Se-

dan Central Division Champion-
ship,” Robbins continued.
“Naturally, 1 was disappointed
that we didn't win the division in
both cars but that's history now.
To the best of my knowledge, I am
the only driver to ever qualify for
the National Championships in
both A Production, the top produc-
tion category of cars, and A Sedan,
the top category of sedan cars, in
the same year. I'm proud of our
record this year but now the only
thing that counts is Atlanta.”
Currently the Jim Robbins Com-
pany Mustang and Corvette are

- Road

being prepared for the Champion
Racing Classic by Robbin’s.
chief mechanic, Bill Spangler. .
Both the 305 cubic inch engine of, .
the Mustang and the 454 cubic inch
engine of the Corvette are being-~
rebuilt, -
On October 27, Robbins and
crew leave for Atlanta to begin .
practice for the Champion Road
Racing Classic. Last year Robbins
returned empty handed because
a difference in rule interpreta, "
tions. This year Robbins hopes té .
return to Michigan with two Na-
tional Championships.

Sportswriter turns organizer

By RON HINGST

Renred professional baseball
players can move into coaching or
choose another profession and
managers keep on managing as
long as a team will offer a con-
tract, but what about retired base-
ball writers?

Watson Spoelstra knew all along
he couldn’t retire to & warmer cli-
mate and sit around, and a daily
round of golf wasn't his bag.

“Life today is more complex for
athletes — it's more complex for
everyone,” Spoelstra said.

TO KEEP himself busy the
25-year resident of Birmingham
has been working with Baseball
Chapel Ine.

Two years ago Spoelstra called it
quits to 30-years of newspaper
experience and 12-years of cover-
ing the Detroit Tigers.

Basebail Chapel Inc, is a pro-
gram designed to provide Sunday
morning service for major league
clubs on the road.

“When I traveled around, I
found it was almost 1mposslble
with the exception for maybe
Catholic fellows, to fmd a service
on Sundey morning,” he said.

IN THE FALL of 1971, Spoel-
stra approached baseball commis-
sioner Bowie Kuhn on the idea of
Sunday morning services.

“I went back to see Kuhn after
the "72 season and "73 was the first
year the pro tgmm was fully in ac-
tion,” he said. “Now we have 22 of
24 maﬂ)r league teams in the Base-
ball Chapel.”

The Chicago Cubs nnd Minne-
sota Twins Initially got services
going, but every major league club
is expected to participate next sea-
son.

Spoelstra emphasized he wasn't

out to make a name for himself,
but he has found Baseball Chapel a
learning experience as well as a
hobby-like activity.

ON RECENT weekends the for-
mer baseball scribe for the Detroit
News has visited the current bage-
ball playoffs to organize a game or
a meetmg and catch a game or

twi

The Chapel meetings are not
specifically geared toward one reli-
gious denomination, but players
will gather before game time to
hear a speaker lined up by Spoel-
stra's group. The speakers come
from all walks of life to offer
words on life and Christianity.

“We hardly ever have seminary
trained speakers,” Spoelstra said.

“It's the players program, and I
lrth get speakers the guys want

ear.”

THE BIRMINGHAM retiree
said the program grew so rapidly
that action was taken to start a
non-profit orgamzauon

The spring training season in
Fla. is used by Basebi al%lnc to line
up team representatives who will
organize the meetings over the
26-Sunday schedule.

Spoelstra singled out Oakland
Athletic mariager Alvin Dark,
Sparky Anderson, Cinncinatti
Reds and Bill Virdon of the Yan-
kees as three examples of manage-
ment cooperation with the pro-

“[ don’t think Yogi Berra (N. Y.
Mets) has missed & meeting,” he
added.

“IF BOWIE KUHN hadn't

AAA knows, see our
«ad this editien

wanted Baseball Chapel, and if the
mam:igers wouldn't have helped, it
would have taken 10 years to get
the program going.”

An estimated 3,320 members of
the major league baseball travel-
ing parties took part in 1974 pro-
grams with an endless list of su-
per-stars featured on attendance
rosters.

Professional athletes have a
tendency to get their share of bad
press — controversial material
that makes ‘reading — but a
bad image for the youth of this
country. A group of grown profes-

sionals gathered together for
chapel service prior to a game
might sound.ditferent from the
stereotyped image of free living,
swinging pro ball players.

“Now people are more cynical
towards athletes because of all the
exposure around sports,” the for-
mer newspaperman said.

“THERE ARE an awful lot of
guys who the public never hear
about, guys who go out and do
thelr job everyday. Baseball

apel is an area the ball players
Can e helped by a little bit.”

The meetings, he said, are not
aimed at converting ball plnyers to-
any one faith, nor forcing religion ~
on those who choose not to partici-

\"It offers 2 dimension that -
wasn't there before.” .
As Spoelstra explained, profes-
sional athletes today are exposed *
to more gressure by the modern - -
world and often need timeout for - -
thou ht and meditation. :

ere i3 more pressure on ath-
letes today because of more -
money, televls)on and modera
communications.”
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the barrel.
Soyou save by
the bottle.

That’s the big difference
between Harwood and the
expensive Canadians. You
get the same Canadian
smoothness, the same
Canadian enjoyment. But

- you pay.less for it.

Now you ¢an improve your
standard of drinking. And
still not raise your cost of

 living.
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