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By CHRIS’I‘INE WALDEN
Five years &
changed roles en she switched
from show business to fashion de-
i mnig Now a top.designer of
“after-five” dresses, Ms. Richards
wouldn t have it any other way. -

't imagine being in any
other business,|' she said when she
brought her collection to Claire
Perone at Some rser. Mall,

The collection, done almost en-
tirely in matte jersey and chiffon,
features an assortment of knock-
out gowns.

A lom%l

apricot gown bares the

ck with a v-cut and drops at the
hip into a layered skirt. A match-
ing searf ties gently around the
head or neck. >

With designs!of the Gatsby era
she creates a yellow and white
pants and sweater suit, complete
wnth v-neck and soft lines.

A DRAMATIC chiffon
pants suit begins with an oversize
neckline ruffle on a short sheer
blnuse and ends with flowing

Durable Fiberglass Reinforced ——
- ing steel closures which res:sil

moisture.

Not all sizes and colors available, limited quantity.
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LADIES STYLES MEN'S STYLES
Reg. Sale Reg.  Sale
Train Case ..... $42.50 $31.85 i Carry-on Case ..350.00 $37.50
Carry-on Case ..$50.00 $37.50 . 2 Suiter.. | 565.00 $48.75
24" Pullman. ... $55.00 $41.25 3 Suiter.. ;. $70.00 $52.50
27 Pullman. ...$65.00 $48.75 Garment Carrier $95.00 $71.25
30" Overseas . Car Bag.. ..$38.00 $28.50
Case .. ..$7500 $56.25°

Garment Carrier $99.50

646-8088

$74.50

152 N. Woodward
" Birmingham

Open
. Friday fill

Ms Rlchdrds had been designing
]or‘;g before she;made it a full-time
job.

“I was an actress for a good
number of vears and I did a lot of
entertaining, I never could find
what I liked in stores so I would
design my own gowns,” she said.

When guests began raving about
her clothes she decided to give the
fashion business‘a try.

“We had a guest hoiise adjacent
to our house and I turned that into

ﬂ“ it the Bewerlv Hills sweat
0]

HER F]RST collection con-
sisted of 16 pieces, alt done in the
same philosophy she has now; a
philesophy that looks toward good
taste and clothes that enhance,

“Everything|l do is soft. For
summer I've gotten into chiffon,”
she said. “They’ are body clothes
that flatter the lady. I try to do jer-
seys that an_v woman can wear.
‘When you've been involved in the
theater vou concentrate on things
that are flattering. I always use
white as much as I can around the
neck. It just brightens it all up.”

Her advice to women is “dress in
good taste. Women should wear
what makes thém look pretty. I
have concentrated on feminine,
sensuous clothing, sort.of an.un-
derstated look.”

Being a California designer, Ms.
Richards is set apart from the
competitive trends of New York's
Seventh Avenue. In California she
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Nurses honor
jubliee class

Providence Hospital Nurses
Alumnae will meet May 19 to honor
the classes of 1924 and 1949.

After an anniversary Mass at 10
a.m. in the chapel of Providence Hos-
pital, Southfield, the nurses will meet
for breakfast at 11:30 a.m. at the
Mercy College Stident: Center, 8200
West Outer Drive, Detroit.

Esther Bushey, former instructor of
science, now retired, is the guest of
honor.

Reservations may be sent to. Joan
Vanasee Geyer, 19254 Beaverland,
Detroit, 48219.
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Our girls are
buzzing about o

"In their busy bee jeans and

" polyester and rayon, Friendly

'sg, Matching short-sleeved

Troy, Somerset Mall, Elgﬁenvar

jacket pairings of white

lion watches over it ali on
the jeans, 7 to 14 sizes,
13.50; 410 6x, 11.50; 2to 4,

cycle jacket, 7 to 14 sizes,
$13; 410 6X,512; 2104, 511,
Girls' Ca\leclio)ns.
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California locatwn also
whacks. New York and
ave become synonymous:
ith Calu'ornm

California designer Jil Richards
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tress happy
on des1gns

“I just find it all very interest-
ing,” she said. “And when I $ce one
of my dresses on a woman and it
tooks grood and she likes it, well, 1
jrue: s sort of like clapping, like
the applause You get \v|rh a good
performance.”
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“ITHINK what h d,” shq
said, “is that New York is the par-
ent that{never let go.of the child.
And Los| Angeles is the child.” -

That philosophy causes prob-
lems for California’s designers.
When stores face economic cut-
backs, the first cuthatk is the éli-
mination of California showings
from their buyers’ schedules. Asa
result, Ms. Rxchnrds mus{_make
seasonal sojourns to New York.
And, ironically, bityers from Los
Am,eles‘ stores, onl\ a few blocks
from her \\orl\ruums bu\ hor
clothes there.

But the whole business, with 1!5
ironies, hectic schedules and whir]-

wind tpurs.of varigus stores,
~makes it a business Jill Rlchards

loves. |

NOW OPEN

Step out of your
world
An

~ Bouhque
4353 Orchard Lake Road

West Bloomfield

"in the Pine Lake Mall Arcade

Ginori-Giorgini Sportswear,
Oscar de la Rentaq, .
Ungaro, Geoffrey Beene

851-
5

car info. the eleganf
of
ne Klein, Dior, Geist

Exquisite Jewelry
Decorative Accessories
Objects d' Art

-

8171 Hours 10-5

may 12

ABERERUMBJE & FITCH / APOGEE Il { ASK MR FOSTER TRAVEL SVS. / BALLV OF SWITZERLAND

EENNO 'S ON THE MALL /' THE BOARDROOM / BONWIT TELLER / CAPPER & CAPPER / COLONY INTERIORS
CDNTINENTAL EXCLUSIVES / CROWN HOUSE OF GIFTS / B. DALTON, BOOKSELLER / FABER'S FABRICS

FANNIE MAY CANDIES / GULIAN'S / MCBRYDE'S SHOES / MACKENZIE'S / THE MARILYN SHOPPE / MARK CROSS:
I ;MILLER SALON / THE MULBERHY BUSH / NINO'S OF SOMERSET / OPTICAL FASHIONS / PAGE BOY—MATERNITY
CLAIRE PEARONE / REDDEN & RAWLINSON SHOES / FURS BY ROBERT / SAKS FIFTH AVENUE./ SCHETTLER'S DRUGS
gCHRAFFTS RESTAURANT./ F.A.O: SCHWARZ-TOYS / SHERMAN SHOES / STANDARD FEDERAL SAV. & LDAN
E{ON THOMAS SPORTHAUS / THE SHOPS OF WALTON-PIERCE / CHARLES W. WARREN CO.

somerset mall

VER RD, AT COOLIDGE. TROY:
loURS: THURSDAY & FA _AY 10109, OTHER DAYS 10106

you can bet your sweet llfe
she’ll remember..

wnllyou" N i




