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Retinitis p

gmentosa —_

lonely dlsease recognlzed |

|
‘ t
- By MARY CON'NELLY ; ]

Take an empty cardboard roll from # box bf \vax paper
or aluminum foil and hold it up to one eye. Close the other
eye.

Try to walk across the hvmg room peering through the
tunnel of cardboard. [

If you tripped on the coffée table in the center: of the
floor or bruised your knee agamst a chair, [it was to be
expected Tunneled-sight causes a loss of perip eral vi-
sxo; the ability to see things away from the .enﬁer line of
sight. P

TUNNEL VISION has the medical name of; retmms
pigmentosa, abbreviated to RP. Approximately -100, 000
Americans have the disease, according to national records.

RP is primarily a genetic disease in which the retina
gradually deteriorates. The disease, in which the; iretina
progressively loses its ability to4ransmit a visual picture
to the brain, can lead to loss of vision at age one or two and
may produce total blindness early in life.

“RP can strike anybody at any age. But if it strikes in
the developmental years, it accelerates with body growth,”
said Martha Lawrence of Bloomfield Hills, |founder and
president of the Retinitis Pigmentosa. Foundation of Mich-
igan. o

MRS. LAWRENCE, who uses a pseudonymi
family’s sake, has a son with RP. He can shoot
or throw a dart but playmg baseball is outside
because his field of sight is narrowed.

The inability to see anything but objects s ralght ahead
is the second of RP’s most common symptoms. Fxrst is the
development of night blindness. [

“In the crib the child could not see a glass of water
brought in to him in the mght"’ Mrs. Lawrente sTd of her

for her
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son.

Mrs. Lawrence said that many iamlhes h‘ave imultiple

incidences of the disease because it is carrie 4 genetically.
“The weight of the tragedies and the di,-ﬁcullties are

multiplied,” she commented. . . R
One of every 80 persons carries the recessive RP gene.

Two gene-carriers can produce offspring with RP.

ALTHOUGH there are tests available:to diagnosé the
eventual development of RP in a child, the National RP
Foundation estimates that for 99 percent of RP patients
there is no medical or surgical treatment which can stem
the gradual deterioration of eyesight. -

Research eff
the Massachusef

rts are being carried on and most recently
tts Eye and Ear Infirmary and the Har-

vard Medical School in Boston developed a center for the

study of RP.

Coupled with the research goals of the natmnal founda—v
tion are effortsito educate and inform the pubhc about the’

existence of the disease.

“P’VE MET 'people who have never breathed a word to
anyone that they. had RP because they think no one has
ever heard of it,” Mrs: Lawrence said.

She recalls her own feelings of being:alone with the

disease.

“It's a very lonely thing to be in,” she said.
“We were told our son had RP when he was-fotir-and-

one-half-years old.”

“For about five years we just lived w1th the situation as

best we could.”,

“Two years ago 1 heard Arthur Godfrey say retmms
pigmentosa on'a radio show. I was shocked. I had rever

heard anyone say. it but my ophthalmologist.”

THAT RADIO' broadcast led to Mrs. Lawrence’s dis-
covery of the National RP Foundation and the estabhsh-
ment of a Michigan chapter in 1972,

The state orgamzatlon has developed a network of 100 to
150 RP families in Michigan, Mrs. Lawrence said. -

Some couples, she commented, are “back door mem-

bers.”

| N
“Because it is a genetic disease a lot of people are reluc-

tant to identify publicly what they have, she explamed
Although almost a dozen families meet monthly to or-

ganize fund-ra
ence said emot:
tion.

sers and share their problems Mrs. Lawr-
onal therapy is not the focus of the founda-
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By SANDY TESSLER
Joyee Garrett is widely known
in her role as hostess for, and spe-

cial friend of Detroit Mayor Cole-

3

‘man Young: Sha finds this role,
which the Detroit'news niedia have
chosen to assign to her,. absurd.
Ms. Garrett is an| ‘articulate
woman with a long hst of impres-
sive credentials ranging: from di-
rector of the Wayne County Office
of Human Relatidns td the distinc-
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addressed a m'oup of women as-
sembled at Bloomfield Country
Day School for Woman’s Opportu-
nity Day. She spoke hard words in
soft tones. Her appeal boiled down
to a simple call for unification.

“OPPORTUNITIES for
women are limited in our society,”
she said. “We are victims of certain
oppressive forces and we are an op-
pressed class. The| very first fact
with which we have to contend is
that women are atithe bottom
economically.” i

Ms. Garrett noted that .women
with degrees earn:on the average
the same salaries as men with no
more than an eighth grade educa-
tion.

“I am a feminist in the sense
that I do not perceive men as supe-
riors,” she said. “Personhood is
what we're smvmg for—for every-
one.

“The classic conservauve role of
a woman is that of someone who
serves other people.”: “When,” she
asked, do we becorne ourselves?

“WE ARE IN the throes of so-
cial revolution concerning the roles

of women in this culture,"\ Ms.
Garrett said. \/\

How, then, will ‘this revo’ ition
take place" How can women who
desire * persunhood achieve their
goal?

One of the greatest hopes lies in
education of young people and re-
education of those who influence
the lives of the young, she said.

High school counselors were

l director

cited as among those who have per-
petuated role assignments. For
example, a girl with a high:science
and math |aptitude is chénnéled
into nursing instead of medicine.
It is up to mothers, too, to prevent
sexist att?tudes about various
roles, she sald .

NEXT, WOMEN must unlte,
through organizations such. as
National Organization of Women
(NOW) putung aside prejudice
and competitiveness.

“Women must deal with the fact
that ours is a society which're-
sponds to organized power;
and its utilization is going fo make
the difference in what happens
with women in the future.”

“Not untll weareina pusltwn to
make our views heard in the public
forum are:we going to be,ab]e to
make some really significant
changes,” Ms; Garrett said in a call
for women to enter politics.

“WE MUST BECOME politi-
cized. You are never signi flcant
alone. It is only through! joining
forces with other women that we
can arrive at equity for women in.
this culture,” Ms. Garrett ¥aid.

“We must ‘understand tLat eco-r
nomics is a basic prerequisite for
political aspirations. If we indeed

are to be free human bei
wormen must begin by mal
aceurate dssessment of wi

are—ask group.” :
Men, asserted Ms. Garrett, have

a monopoly dn power and power is
never given up willingly.
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